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Most bands 
couldn't hope 
toinventone 


musical genreletalone 
two, but theprogenitors 
of nu metal have Been back 
inthe lab creating а 
metal/dubstep hybrid. 


EVERY TIME 
ІШЕ 


Once lumped in with moriburid metalcore, 
Buffalo's Every Time I Die have continued 
to purveya metallic hardcore blend that's 
seen them become underground heroes. 


ORANGE 
GOBLIN 


The UK's longstanding and much-loved 
heavy metal underdogs have just released 
the album of their career after more than 

a decade in the game. So we rewarded 

them with a hot lady. You're welcome. 


G¥DS OF 
THUNDER 


Backin 790AD, the Anglo Saxons ofthe 
British Isles were still enjoying freedom 
from the Romans and fending off 
Christianity when a terrifying new people 
invaded. Who would have thought, 1,200 
years later we'd be singing their praises in 
metal? So what is it about the Vikings that 
resonates with metalheads so much? 


treallyis aboutthe 
music and leaving 
thebullshit to other 
people. But that isn't 
to say that we're without 
our ambassadors who, 
through the course of their 
careers, grow to become 
something more than 
mere musicians, and Corey 
Taylor's perhaps the best example 
of someone who continues to 
inspire not only asthe outspoken 
frontman of Slipknot, but as 
someone whose superhuman drive, 
intelligence and vision now sees 
him crossing borders with the likes 
of Steel Panther, Foo Fighters, 
Hollywood, Oxford University and... 


HORN-WORTHY CONTRIBUTIONS THIS MON 


Based in California, Joe 
isthe senior music 
editor of The Nervous 
Breakdown site and a 
contributor to Qutburn, 
SPINand Chuck 
Palahniuk's LitReactor. 


A20-year veteran, Joe 
adores Metalocalypse 
and his two dogs, Cabo 
and Lola. The lucky 
bastard reviewed Toolin 
Las Vegas this month. 


гим 


El my, he’s been busy lately. 
We caught up with him. 
during his explosive 
spoken-word tour to find 
out what he's so pissed off 
about, and came away with 
an awesome cover feature 
inthe process. Most 
importantly, it’s metal. 
You'll find a lot of that in 
this issue – from Orange Goblin 
making a stunning comeback to our 
ultimate guide to Sabaton, who may 
be one of the most entertaining metal 
bands playing in the world today, 
tothe twisted and fascinating 
history of Vikings and metal, this 
issue screams our love of heavy music 
from the rooftops. 


TH WERE MADE BY.. 
| 


As sickin the head 

as heis talented, 
Christian isthe twisted 
genius behind this 
month's gargantuan 
Destroyers Of The Faith 
poster artwork. And 
after creating imagery 
bearingmames such 

as Slayerand Dimmu, 
he’sunderstandably 
batshitmental. 


1: FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM 


HEAVY METAL 
DOESN'T DO 
‘CELEBRITIES 


Before we go any further, though, 
let's all spare a thought for Tony Iommi 
— founder of Black Sabbath, godfather 
of metal, and someone who every 
metal fan in everytime zone can 
thank for their way of life. His 
courage in the face of illness is an 
inspiration to us all, and we can't wait 
totoast him at Download this June 
along with a truly stunning host of 
metal bands who - like Metal 
Hammer- owe the the great man and 
indeed Black Sabbath a profound 
debt of gratitude. Getwellsoon, Tony. 


EDITOR 


Dave helped launch 
Hammerwaybackin 
October 1986. Among 
his numerous claimsto 
fameis having three. 
different singers of 
Iron Maiden threaten 
to rearrangehis facial 
features — even though 
they're one of his 
favourite bands. 
Impressive! He writes 
jon Sabaton this month. 


LAMB OF GOD 


C) Think the free worldis fucked? Well, thank God 
С) Randy Blythe is running for President of the USA. 
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DREAM 
THEATER 


ина us 


alerandet mise 


Dream Theater frontman James LaBrie sheds 
WU light on the albums that influenced him. 


OPETH 


Wry and dry Opeth frontman Mikael Akerfeldt 
wageswar on MP3s. Long live vinyl! 


BIOHAZARD & 
THIS IS HELL 


These two New York hardcore bands quiz 
J each other on youth versus experience. 


COREY TAYLOR 


Д. Corey on everything Slipknot, Stone Sour 
Т and starting а film and TV company. 


FIELDS OF 
THE NEPHILIM 


Step inside Carl McCoy's dark world 
J Û ofmysticism and the occult. 


EVERY 
TIME I DIE 


{© ETID'smetal/hardcore alchemy and fuck-you 
OU eccentricity has made them heroes. 


ORANGE GOBLIN 


) After 16 years, the London-based heavy metal 
) underdogs have created their magnum opus. 


KORN 


Dubstep has become heavy metal blasphemy, 
/ Т butKorn’siconoclasm sounds so good... 


VIKINGS 


The Mongols and the Samurai were gnarly, 
/ ÛJ  sowhy does metal love Vikings so much? 


SABATON 


Л Everything you need to know about Sweden's 
"T power metal jokers turned genre kings. 
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m Finland. Iwantto tell pe 


HEAVY FUCKING METAL 


Megadeth: 
an inspiration 


tant musicis for me. уе айма 

My parents divorced a few months ago andi 

shock, but with metal I survived. My favourite 
bands are Arch Enemy, Dio, Helloween and especially 
Megadeth, because Megadeth inspired meto play 
guitar. In autumn 2011 I founded band called 
Metalholica and the second guitarist ofthe band 
became my first boyfriend. PS: Check out my picture! 


HOWLIN RAIN TINARYYNANEN, FINLAND 


‘THE RUSSIAN WILDS 
“Weokstck -inspired 


jase rch as played 
[spese 


Wow! That biscuit cake combo is amazing! Can we get one? 
You are one of many people for whom music is everything: 
ДЕ ss N EN it keeps us strong and unifies us all. Now, about that 


" giant bicci 
LAMB OF GOD 
RESOLUTION 
“Ballbusting metal 
un Virginia's 
Ti тшт 


КЕЛН A couple of weeksago Twent 


to see Machine Head with 
Bring Me The Horizon 
supporting in Glasgow and 
have г couple of complaints. 
First off, the amount of abuse 
BMTH gotis ridiculous. I don't 
understand why they get so 
much shit! Their dress senseis 
questionable but their music 
is undoubtedly metal. There's 
plenty of people out there who 
hate them because of their 
dress sense, which is just plain 
stupid. They are arguably the 
biggest British metal band 
БӨА formedin the past few years 
— and they deservea lot more 
respect! Secondly, we waited 
three hours in the freezing 
cold to meet Machine Head 
after the gig and they didn't. 
come out. Fans spend a lot of 
money paving to see them live 
and buying their records and 
Ithinkit's unfair when a band 
won't come out to say hi, sign 
a few autographs and take 
a few pictures, I know Machine 
Head aren't a band that.take 
their fansfor granted, so 
1don'tunderstand why they 
wouldn't come out! 
SEAN WILLIS, EMAIL 


САМСЕК BATS 
DEAD SET ON LIVING 


“Bats go from 


7 
DEATH 
> 


He Ditch masteri” 


LITTLE ANGELS 
ЗАМ 
“I am ging ta 
complitely fose it 


EVERY TIME I DIE 
EX LIVES 


“Fast, en and 
дәлді insane 


SEND IN YOUR RANTS AND THE ONE THAT MAKES US 
LAUGH UNTIL WEE COMES OUT GETS A HAMMER SHIRT! 


Agreed on BMTH, and as for 
Machine Head coming out, 
the band may well have had 
othercommitments such as 
interviews. Not to mention 
the security implications of 
8,000 autograph-hungry 
MH fans chasing Robb Flynn. 
round the venue! 


Ihatethat everyone thinks 
that just because someone's 

a teenage girl who likes metal, 
they have to be obsessed with 
Black Veil Brides. I'm a teenage 
girland Thate Black Veil Brides! 
Itend to like all kinds of metal 
whetherit be Slipknot, The Big 
4, Five Finger Death Punch and 
In Flames, just to namea few. 
This stereotype gets me so 
mad. If one more person 
assumes that like Black Veil 
Brides because I'm 
a teenage girl I'm 
gonna rip their 
faceoff On 

a lighter note, 
Tlovethenew 
comicsection. 
Tdieof laughter 
everytime. 
JOSELYN 
DZIEMINSKI, EMAIL 


So do we Joselyn, glad you're 
enjoying it too! 


Iknow, Iknow, you've got only 
limited pages and there's lot 
out there, but why oh why do 
you dedicate so much of your 
fair publication to Slayer? I've 
seenthem 10 times and it's 
always the same set! Just give 
up, guys. 

(МАМЕ AND LOCATION WITHHELD 
FOR FEAR OF REPRISALS) 


You did not just write intoa 
metal mag to disrespect 
Slayer! SLAYER! SLAYERRRRR! 
SLAY-ER! SLAY-ER! SLAY-ER! 
SLAYER MOTHERFUCKERS- 
SLAYERRRRRR! Sorry. We get 
carried away. See a therapist. 


Well, the free CD on the last 
mag provided me with some 
good listening. Therapy? 
drove me Stark Raving 
Sane with its juddering 
\Screamager-esque guitar 
riffs, making me smile as if 
1094 never went away. 
And Wolisbane's 
comeback 
album 


WWWNELALEAMMERMERCHLCOM 


definitely saved my life, never 
mind the world, as boldly 
titled on its Bill & Ted styled 
album cover. EXCELLENT! PS: 
Please do a page on the 
awesome Stuka Squadron. 
ROTTENFUHRER HORZT 
SCHITTER, EMAIL 


Great to hearyou're digging 
the CDs - and as for Stuka 
Squadron, you may just get 
your wish. 


Myfriend Lisaand T had an 
idea that we could have сиг 
own column in your mag! We 
were thinking of calling it Lisa 
And Lyle's Lyrical Looniness. 
Working title, ha ha! We could 
discuss musical taste and 
opinions on bands and their 
current affairs, we would 
answer mail and letters 

your readers send us! 

We look forward to your reply. 
LVLE ROBERTSON AND LISA 
JARRETT, EMAIL 


Doit! Email us your first 
blog and we'll put it online. 
Ifit’s good and people like it, 
you never know what might 
happen in the future! 


"Uptempo and heavy riffing. I 
hadto write 11 solos for 

this record so it took me 
alongtime. There's lots of 
soloing.” - Mark Tremonti on 
his new solo album. I can't 
fucking wait! 

ANON, FACEBOOK 


You're not alone! Alter Bridge 
are one of the best bands 
going, regardless of whether 
уои think they're metal or not 
(see: Led Zeppelin.) 


Tam writing about my 
disappointment. I just read 
that interview with Motionless 
InWhite, basically because 
Icynically wanted to see what 
a band that looked like Black 
Veil Brides would have to 
say. Iwas surprised by the 
intelligent things Chris Cerulli 
had to say, prompting me to 
goand give their musica 
chance... And was crushingly 
disappointed again by a ‘new’ 
band. MIW sound like every 
otherbloody new metal band 
around: mid-range growling, 
syncopated riffsand kicks, 
identikit instrument sounds, 
a few ‘atmospheric’ bits and 
that insufferable processed 
‘clean’ vocal to provide 
‘contrast.’ The man goes on 
about how they don't fit in 
with certain fan groups, how 
some people write them off, 
how they're trying to do 
something differentand are 
‘allabout the music’ - but the 
reason for this isthat, well, 
they unfortunately sound 
quitea lot like quite a lot of 
otherthings, When are new 
bands going to Бе аз good as 
older ones? 

ADAM STANLEY, EMAIL 


Fair points Adam, but 
intelligence is rarely directly 
proportional to how good a 


Qaxintünt 


175 VALENTINE'S DAY, AND 
METAL сит 15 DOING H 
ROUNDS. YOU KNOW WHAT THAT 


band is. MIW may not sound 
like Animals As Leaders or 
Nine Inch Nails or Sunn 0))), 
but it's a more cerebral take 
on identikit metalcore. 


Thank you for this month's 
brilliant Lacuna Coil 
supplement. This is band 
that have still held onto the 
essence of what makes them 
metaland Cristina Scabbia is 
a powerful frontwoman who's 
clearly in charge of her own 
destiny. No one can read such 
an in-depth piece and not 
come away without giving 
them their full respect. 
STEPHANIE WARD, EMAIL 


We're glad you liked it, 
Stephanie and there's clearly 
alotmore to the band than 
meets the eye. 


Isaw eight-year-old Juliet and 
her first hardcore song on 
YouTube. This made me laugh 
on two fronts. А) The kid and 
the video were hilarious. 8) 
Metal elitists going That's 
why hardcooore is 50000 shit!” 
and “They could have gotten 
her into other stuff like 
Necromantic Fucktit." Some 
people need to lighten upand 
takeit for whatit is: fun. 
Juliet, you fucking ro 
LEON MARTIN DEANE 
JACKSON, FACEBOOK. 


Agreed! She's a trainee 
defender of the faith, 
and we at Hammer 
completely approve. 


Chase 8 Status... 
Itried listening to 
afewsongs, vou 
know, try to be З 
open-minded and all 
thatcrap. It was just 


noise, 1 really couldn't get into 
itatallandT've taken a liking 
to the whole Skrillex/Korn 
thing as well. [just feel like it's 
a wasted slot when Download 
could have had Skrillex or 
Pendulum. Too late now, oh 
well... 

NEIL BATES, FACEBOOK 


You say it's too late, but Mr 
Copping doubtless has more 
up his sleeve. He always does. 


When it comes to down- 
loading, most people do it 
because they want to try out 

a new band oralbum, if they 
likeit they buy it, ifthey don't, 
they don't. But if they do like 
itthat leads to merchandise 
sales and ticket sales which 
the band obviously get paid 
for. Makea decent enough 
song and you'll get royalties 
forit. Make а big enough band 
and get crazy merch, I mean 
hell, Kiss is a business with 

a musical background 
nowadays, and you don't. 
seethem bitching. 

BEN, METALHAMMER.CO.UK 


True in Kiss's case, but the 
simple fact is that illegal 
downloading is harming the 
ability of bands to make a 
living. Do we wantall bands 
to be a business first? 


Good to see Tony Tommi 
crashing into a 
negative situation 
head on with a positive. 
attitude, doing what 

heloves. Keep the 
faith brother 
we'reall 
rooting for you. 
JASON CRAIG, 
FACEBOOK 


Get well Tony! 
The Forceis 
still strong! 


m KU ° 
Satan... 


METALLICA ANO MUSTAINE 
ARE BIG BUDDIES AGAIN. 


WEAVY METAL'S GOLLUM GOES BALLS 
DEEP WITH ANOTHER MEATY COLUMN 


Dear Jurgen, 
t is your favourite re 

for lasag 

JOSEPH WALBVOFF, 

VIATWITIER 


‘cast iron AGA 


Dear Jurg 
Is my broad: 
to lean to the rig 

not an obese е FROM BROTHER J SIMPSON, 
VIA TWITTER 


kjott or 


Dear Jurgen, 
My missus Qf. 

thinksTm Gol 

sad for liking 

‘Austrian Death 

Machine. Ifeel 

like leaving her Mop-haired 
but she is well fit. Boris Johnson 
What should I do? 

FROM BUTCHER 666, 

VIA TWITTER 


Jurgen says: Chop һегап Dear Jurgen, 
jou a fan of sushi? 

FROM ADAM BOON, 
VIA TWITTER 
Dear Jurgen, 
Do you know the differ 
between flan and quiche 

When I putthe baby to be FROM OLIVER ELLIOTT, 

she sleeps straight away but | VIA TWITTER 

when the missus puts her to 

bed she screams and screams. 

n ve do? 
FROM STEVEN KIERNAN, 
VIA TWITTER 


IT SEEMS SOME PEOPLE 


ARE JUST BEYOND SAVING! 


for as long a; 


NEWS Ж COMMENT * НЕАУҮ FUCKING METAL ER 


ou read it right:if 
the United States Of 
America pullsits head 
out ofits arse for once 
and does the right 
thing, Lamb Of God singer Randy 
Blythe will be sitting in the White 
House this time next year. As he 
announced on Twitter and his 
blog back in January, Randy is 
convinced that he would doa 
better job of running the world's 
most powerful country than any 
of the current Republican or 
Democratic candidates. We have 
to agree. After all, if you can whip 
upa circlepit as well as this bloke 
can, you'll have no trouble 
controlling the US Senate. 

Tn case you were wondering, 
this will be no ordinary 
presidential campaign. "This is 
what's going to happen when 
Iget in,” Randy tells Hammer. 
“Тт going to be sworn in, and 
then immediately I'll be escorted 
by military guard to a nice firing 
range. There'll bea giant 
American flag behind me, so 
everyone knows that I’m doing 
this for America. Now, Iwantto 
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"IF I'M GONNA SEND GUYS 
TO WAR, I SHOULD KNOW 
IN A VISCERAL WAY 
WHAT IT'S LIKE" 


prove my commitment to the job, 
so I'm gonna stand there and give 
the order to be shot bya trained 


sniper ina place that won't kill me. 


No, notin the nuts! Fuck, howcan 
you even ask that? Who wants a 
President with no nuts? T'lltake. 
a bulletin thearm, or maybe the 
leg, as long as it doesn't hitthe 
femoral artery. Maybe he can blow 
one of my fingers off- as long as 
it's not my middle finger..." 
Wait - the feral frontman isn't 
done yet. "Then I'd have to get 
myself to an ambulance at least. 
50 yards away, through a muddy 
field, with grenades and shit 
going off around me, just to 
simulate how fucking hectic war 
is," Randy adds. “They'll patch me 
up, but ТЇЇ know the excruciating 
pain of being shot. That's what 
happensto guys who goto war, 
and if m gonna send guys to 
war, 1 should know what it's ike. 
Ibelievein the inevitability of 
war at times, I'm nota fucking 
hippy, butifTm gonna get us 
into this shit, I'd better know 
ina visceral way what 
it's ike. I'm not afraid 


< 


RANDY FO 
PRESIDEN 


Lamb 0f God's outspoken frontman is running for President of the 
United States. And the first thing he'd do is take a bullet... 


of that. Fuckit, ГИ Чо it, I don't. 
give a shit." 

Be afraid, enemies of America: 
be very afraid. “When people see 
me do that, they'll be like “Jesus 
fucking Christ! That dude's crazy. 
And he's the leaderofthat 
country. We'd better not fuck 
with them!” chortles Randy. 
“After that, I'll go to [fearsome 
military boot camp] Parris Island 
in South Carolina, preferablyin 
August when it's insanelv hot, 
and I'll come out a pretty hard 
motherfucker. I'm not expecting 
any special treatment, because 
all our military guys have to go 
through that. Теп ГІ take a look 
at America's military presence 
everywhere in the world, and if 
Iwant to keep our forces there, 
Ihaveto go there and get in the 
ring withan enemyprisoner and 
fight to the death, with a knife, 
and execute him. That way I'l 
have blood on my hands іп a literal 
sense, Бесаизе believe that 
when people sit behind desks 
with no regard for actual human 
life and kill people by making an 
orderinto a telephone, that's 

reprehensible. They should 

know what it's like.” 
But what about his 
policies? Say, healthcare? 
“Tbelieve Obama is 
trying to institute 
a form of national 
healthcare, but due 
tothe relentless 
partisan pissing 
contest that’s 
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occurring in Washington, DC, 
any sort of legislation has been 
hitting walls," Randy explains. $ 
"They're like children arguing and 
saying ‘My dad is tougher than 
your dad... No, my dad is tougher 
than yourdad" Nothing is getting 
fucking done, and America is 
suffering because of it. So I will 
continue on to giveus a national 
healthcare programme, and it will 
no longer be known as Obamacare: 
itwill be known as ‘We'll Fix You 
Right Up, No Worries Мае,” 

Randy has some respect for 
previous presidential hopefuls 
and winners. "I don't agree with 
John McCain’s policies, but when 
he was captured in Vietnam and 
offered an early release because <’ 
his dad was a big shot, he said, 
‘Fuck you! These other men were 
in here before me,’ and he stayed. 
That's a fucking man, right there. 
respect that, evenif I don't like 
alot of his policies. John F Kennedy 
was the same. Men like that had 
actual experience of what they 
were sending soldiers off to do. 
George W Bush didn't, and yet he 
wanted our people to go and die 
inthe desert. Fuck that!” 

Will Randy's countrymen see 
sense andvote him in? Watch this 
space. Keep track of the most 
metal political campaign ever 
by following his Twitter feed at 
twitter.com/lambvox. 


RESOLUTION IS OUT NOW VIA 
ROADRUNNER. LAMB OF GOD 
PLAY DOWNLOADIN JUNE. 


THE BLYTHE - 
MANIFESTO 


YOUR GUIDE TO RANDY'S 
MAIN POLICIES. 


Leg AFGHANISTAN | 


“The waris a complex situation. Iwillnot 
yank our troops out right away- that would 
cause too much chaos – but I would be in the 
processof removing them from the country. 
We got Osama bin Laden: I believe he wasan 
evil man and that he definitely had to die, 
Iwould have shot him myself f could. That 
wasourmain objective, and yet it's still going 
on; we're flushing triltions of dollars down the 
fighting a war that can't be won.” 


“Idon'tadvocate heavy drug use; there's 
no such thing as anawesome heroin addict. 
ButIwould legalise marijuana. I don't smoke 
pot, andIhaven't smoked itina long time, 
but I thinkit’s ludicrous thata fucking plant 
with legitimate medicinal usesis illegal. 
When people smoke it, they want to eat, 
watchTV and laugh, ha ha ha! Yet our 
government makes money offthe sale of 
alcohol, which leads to violence, domestic 
abuse and countless fatal car accidents." 


"You guys are aware of the fact that we don't 
have socialised medicine overhere. Ifindit 
utterly fucking ridiculous that despite the 
amountof taxes we pay, everyAmerican is 
not entitled to healthcare provided by the 
government. It's insane. If you get sick here 
and youdon't haveinsurance, you might die. 
By law [hospitals] have to take you in, 
‘insurance or not, but that's bullshit because 
you're not gonna get the best possible 
healthcare without insurance, You could 
get intodebts that you will carry for 

the restof your life.” 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY 
"There needs to bea greater level 
of transparency in government. 


We should be more honest. 
about why we're doing 


4 
things. We should say, 
"We're going to this country Р, 
becausewewanta Р 
stratesicfootholi there; SF) 


| net, We're going there to ў 
spréad democracy. That's bullshit! 
Get thefuckoutof here.” 


righton based tech- 
В. 
poised (о release an album 
that they promise will put them 
back on the high that 2009's 
Hollow Crown propelled them 
to, after last year’s more tepidly 
received The Here And Now. 
Quietly the band were always 
a little unhappy with the album. 
In fact when Hammerspoke to 
guitarist Tom Searle when he'd 
just returned from recording in 
the US he was — candid as ever - 
admitting as much. We spoke to 
Tom and frontman Sam Carter to 
ask what happened and see how 
that's affected the new album. 
“As soon as L heard it I knewit 
was wrong,” says Tom. "We were 
pulled in all these different 
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directions within the band. 
We became this sort of musical 
hinterland: you can’t be this 
discordant technical metal band 
and a full-on pop rock bandat the 
same time, Someone at the label 
said you have to choose what 
band you want to be because you 
can’t be Meshuggah and Coldplay. 
Ithought, actually, you're right." 

Sam adds that, “We didn’t get 
to work together on everything 
which маза big problem. We were 
sectioned away [in the studio] and 
not ableto get that band bond.” 

The guys will return to 
Outhouse studios in Reading 
where the band recorded Hollow 
Crown and recent single Devil's 
Island - which was received 
with much fanfare. 

"There were no bad 
comments!" says Sam. "And 
that was great forus ‘cause 
we're now used to seeing, 
“Оһ Thate this band, 
why don't they die?” 

"To be back at 
Outhouse was a 
dream,” adds Tom. 
“We can be our 
band again.” 

So what of the 
new material? 


ING METAL 


“It’s gonna be completely 
different,” states Sam boldly. “It’s 
gonna be heavier than we've ever 
been and the melody will bea lot 
more... interesting, Some ofthe 
melodic stuff came out a bit too 
'rock' on The Here And Now. Мете 
concentrating on getting our 
sound back. I'm excited." 
"There's more melody than on 
Hollow Crown but it's faster and 
heavieras well,” explains Tom. 
“It's not that technical but it's 
more technical than The Here 
And Now. Tt sounds bigger. 
"There's a rangeof moods on 
there too,” continues Tom. “Movie 


soundtracks have been a big 
influence on this. I ike the 
tension - things sounding 
dramatic. Some of the new 
materialis very apocalyptic." 

Due to the success of Hollow 
Crown it seems the band were 
doomed from the off. Could the 
band ever have hoped... Here And 
Nowwould do мей? 

“Tknow!” says Tom. “I've always 
said I'll never write two good 
records ina row. Only by making 
mistakes can you see what to do 
next time. But because of that 
this newalbum hasa real focus. 
And you know what, Imay even 
like this one..." 


THE ALBUM WILL BE OUT THIS 
SUMMER VIA CENTURY MEDIA 


) TOM ON DEVILS ISLAND'S LYRICAL THEMES. 


“Yes, Iknowit'sa Devil's Island because economicreasons 
Megadeth song now, — -asyoucanseefrom — underlyingtheriots 
butit'salsoa thevideo-thesongis — buttherewasnodirect 
Frenchislandoff | abouttheUKriotsin — politicalmotiveor 
| South America | 2011.Justbecause message. We've 
in French you were scared or travelled a lotand 
M Guianawhere — thoughttheriotswere — grownupalotandthe 
theFrenchsent — bullshitdoesn'tmake — newrecord'slyricswill 
convicts in. youa middle-class bea lotmore outward- 
Napoleon's дау. Torywimp.Sure,there — lookingthan simply 
IM We called it wereloadsofsocio- about the self.” 
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TURNING 
JAPANESE 


"F London mob 4 
Japanese Voyeurs’ 
grungy, alt-metal vibes 
are giving kids of the 


90s еи to 


ince forming in London in 2007, gril 
< Five piece Japanese Voyeurs айе 

some fans in the most unexpected of pla 
Rage Against The Machine/Testament produce 


GGGarth’ Richardson — who oversaw Шей 

2011 full-length debut, Yolk - to BBC Radio tipi 
Fearne Cotton. Her proclamation that their Mil 
single was for “fans of Smashing Pumpkins” is 

a tad misleading, but it's nota million miles offi 
and it's stilla fair indication of the kind of sardal 
catchy and decidedly 90s brand of alt-metal that 
the Voyeurs seem to nail so damn well. 

“We want to do our own thing, and believe that we: 
doing our own thing, but we're still influenced by the thi 
that we love,” admits singer Romily Alice. “We never зебой 
to bea 90s band, but we love а lot of bands from that era: 
Melvins, Alice In Chains, Nirvana, Pantera...” 

Romily's vocals bring an unnerving, sickly sweet 
undertone to the gritty backbone of the likes of Gy Baby and ” (У 
Dumb, with her deceptively innocent tones often recalling \ ~ 
the saner side of Daisy Chainsaw/Queen Adreena screecher 
KatieJane Garside. It’s a unique and unsettling mix - and 
perhaps most worryingly ofall, it comesso naturally. 

'I can'treallv sing any other way,” she states, flatly. 

“It just comes out like that! I love the creativity of 

being ina band and love writing musicand writing 
lyrics, butI don't think about the singing part, Ljust do 
it. Fm notsomeone who wanted to grow up being a singer 
апаТ know Тт no Whitney Houston. Some people don’t 
like itandI know I'm pushing people, but I know what I'm 
doing. I'm nottrying to make this easy to listen to.” Як 


YOLK IS OUT NOW VIA SLIMEBALL 


"I'M PUSHING PEOPLE. 
I'M NOT TRYING TO MAKE 
THIS EASY TO LISTEN TO" 


Romily Alice's birds 
are flipping out. 


METALH. 
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KILLERS! 


i Smalltown boy moves to the 
Ағ cityin order to follow 
his dream of starting а 
band. Sounds like a familiar story, 
right? Maybe so, but as far as 
Jason Lekberg, frontman with 
uncompromising up-and-coming 
groove metal outfit, Ikillya, is 
concerned, being the outsider 
merely stoked the fires of his 
incessant drive to succeed. 
“When Iwas growing up in 
Indiana, not listening to country 
musicor playing basketball made 
mean outcast,” admits Jason. 
“But it helped me fixate on metal 
and focus on that outcast 
mentality.” Upon moving to New 
York City five years ago, Jason 
found that maintaining that 
outsider attitude would prove to 
bea rich source of inspiration for 
Ikillya’s punishing music- not 
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that putting the band together 
was easy, though... 

“When I moved to NewYork 
City, Ithought there would be 
musicians on every corner,” 
Jason chuckles. “But there are a 
thousand bands, and everybody's 
always looking to find that one 
quy, to fit that one spot. Halfthe 
bands should just split up and 
repopulate the scene!” When 
Ikillya finally recruited guitarist 
Dave Kerr, the end result was their 
Recon EP. Like Devildriver 
soundtracking a street brawl, 
it's eight songs of guttural 
aggression and no-nonsense 
neck-snapping guitars. 

But there’s more to making 
itin metalin 2012 than 
writing a clutch of killer riffs 
— as Jason well knows. 

Working a day-job within 


the music industry that's 

seen him have а hand in marketing 
bands such as Lamb Of God and 
Mudvayne, Jason has no illusions 
as to how tough itis for new bands 
to succeed. 

“Twas acutely aware that the 
likelihood of people paying me to 
scream at things was very slim, 
butIwanted to stay involved with 
music, so I got an internship and 
worked my way in. It's helped in 
ways Inever expected, but it's 
hindered mein all the ways other 
people would expect it to help.” 

“It’s given us the knowledge 
we need to move forward,” the 

frontman admits. “At this point 

it’s up to us whether or not 
people respond to our 
music, and whether or 
notwe make artthat is 
moving to people." 


THEIR RECONEP IS 
AVAILABLE NOW. 
GET IT FROM 
WWW. 


LOAF 


GRAB YOURSELF 
A SLICE! 


Я I think T ve decided to 
run for President. As in 
President of the USA. 
The big cheese. Тһе 


grand poo-bah. The Boss. 
RANDY BLYTHE 
BLAMBVOX 


z mo as 
the Year Of Gaga’, 
then maybe the 
fucking Mayans knew 


y they were talking about. 
Dear baby Jesus... 
COREY TAYLOR. 


@COREYTAYLORROCK 


A homeless man just 

commented on my 
T spraytan... clearly 

Tve achieved the 


color 1 want 
LADY STARLIGHT 
@LADYSTARLIGHTNY 


Twauti Arabia, LOL 
ROBB FLYNN 
THEGENERAUIM 


We never rest here at 
Download HQ - just. 

you WAIT untilyou H 
see what treats we 


have in store. 
DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL 
@DOWNLOADFEST 


Үп going for jog, 

u coming? 

BENJI WEBBE 
ENJIWEBBE 


“Ameaningfulquote” 
- Someone. 
OLDRAKE 

@OLEVILE 


‘Tweet less, rock more! 
More family time, 
mere exercise, тоге 
health more wealth. 


JAMEY JASTA 
JAMETJASTA 


really wanna know | 
what some people will | 
say when the "end of 

the world" is not going 


to happen! Be happy folks! 
Much love! 

CRISTINA SCABBIA 
(MISSSCABBIA 


ВА Even by my standards, 
ту hair looks 
fantastic today. 
DALE BUTLER 


@DALEMALEFICE 


Not sure about being 
made to watch Hugh 
Grant movies. odd 
ANOS WILLIAMS 


@MOSTESSERACT 


Тһе Kraken is imported Black Rum 
from the Caribbean blended with 
spices. Named for a Sea Beast of 

myth and legend, The Kraken Rum is 
strong, rich, black and smooth. 


KRAKENRUM.COM 


Ln —————————— mated и pt ae 


Катер 
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music shop. Music meant a lot 
more to us for that reason. When 
peoplegetinto bands and havea 
few hits and get successful, they'll 
usually be very happy to hang out 


with celebrities and feel that 


Therapy? are back and they're rocking harder than ever. that’s where they belong. Because 
we were from small towns, we 
he uncategorisable Irish skewed viewpoint on life: as end result is groovy and much never got to the point where music | 
Т returnin frontman AndyCairnstells much heavier than the last came second, which has sustained $ 
seriously heavy style. Metal Hammer: couple of albums.” us through the tough times.” 
Dodging in and out of the “It’s a very, very heavy record! Asked how heand his band- “We're just this odd thing!” 
mainstream since their emergence The last song on the album is mates Michael McKeegan (bass) — concludes the singer, but if by 
two decades ago, Northern Irish called Ecclesiastes which comes and Neil Cooper (drums) have ‘odd’ he means ‘awesome’ we 
rock trio Therapy? have been from the King James Bible and keptittogetherforso many years, agree 100 per cent. 
constantly moving targets, quite / refersto the part which they Andy explains: 
happily not giving a damn about reckon was written by Solomon, “We come from little villages, A BRIEF CRACK OF LIGHTIS OUT 
theircritics. and isabouta prophet dealing 50 if we wanted to Биуа record NOW VIA BLAST RECORDS. 
Their new album - their 13th — with the idea that life is absurd. by Venom or theSex Pistols or THERAPY? WILL PLAY THE 
A Brief Crack Of Light, is their Iwas writing all these off-kilter, Metallica or whatever, we had to JAGERMEISTER MUSIC TOUR 
heaviest in years, bringing molten haunting bits of music but we geta busto Belfast during The WITH SKINDRED AND THE 


riffageto the band's trademark were also writing riff-rock, so the Troubles and go to a specialist BLACK SPIDERS APRIL 10-14. 


MORBID VISIONS 


“Qurnewvideohas an misrememberedmemory — lateonenightandIgotup dream, because I can'tfind 
Eastern European-style of mine:there’sanIrish — — thenextdaythinkingthat — itanywhereinthe book! 
landscape which wereally — writerlreallyikecalled he'd mentioned thata Therearealso references to 
liked. Ourpartwaspretty — Flannü'Brienandhe'svery — villageinlrelandwasliving Milton's Paradise Lostand 
minimal: we played the intheshadow Dante's Divine Comedyas 
song Living In The Shadow Д ofaterrible | wellasakindofIrish 
OfATerribleThinginfront Hisstuffis thing.Itwas | madcaptomfoolery, which 


of this really desolate almost tike $ obviouslya allclashes togetherin the 
background.There'sgoing slapstick metaphorfor song. Theriffs remind me 
tobegas masksandall comedy. Е x deathand  ofagiantrustingrobot 
sorts of chicanery init. Iwas badluck.But — tryingtogetitselfout 
The lyrics for the song readingone itmusthave ^ ofsomeatarpit.It's 
actually came froma of his books beena suitably absurd!” 
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JONA 
WEINHOFEN 
BRING ME THE HORIZON 
STUDIO PROJECT 


PART OF THE 


HOLIDAY 2011 
COLLECTION 


AVAILABLE NOW | 
本 | MACBETHSHOPCOM | 
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THE BEER 


satisfying chocolate stout flavour. This beer 
comesinat nine per cent, so split it with a 
friend. I suggest you pair it witha big, fat, 


9pm. We had plenty of time for serious 
research. We'd hit local craft beer shops and 
buy whatever caught our eye!" 


their very own brand of beer! The 
Maryland quartet have teamed up with 


S toner rockicons Clutch have produced 


kitchenis very rewarding!" 


Black Label Society in the 
States in the Fall of 2010," 
continues Neil. “The tour 


“OUR SAUCE 
TASTES LIKE 
JESUS'S CUM!” 
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Colorado-based beer and ale superpower 
New Belgium Brewing to create Dark Sour 
Ale: a stout, sourbeverage. Their creation 
жаза reaction toa hobby that the band have 
been dipping іп and out of for years. 

“Each of us has experimented with home 
brewing,” explains Clutch frontman Neil 
Fallon. "We've learned a lot about the steps 
and ingredients involved in brewing a single 
batch of ale. Drinking ап ale brewed up in your 


The four-piece decided to go into business 
for real while touring with a band who are no 
Í strangers to a cheeky tipple themselves... 


“Tt started while we were on tourwith 


That in turn led to the band flying out to 
Fort Collins to meet with the people at New 
Belgium Brewing for a ‘beer jam”, paving the 
way for Dark Sour Ale to finally see the light of 
day. But enough of all this. The burning 
question we all want answered is, of 
course: how the hell does it taste? 
"Clutch beeris really two beers in one," 
replies Neil. “It's complex. The first 
thing taste is chocolate malt, caramel 


and deep coffee flavours, too. 
Thenthe sour kicks in and 
driesup all thesweetness. 
That goes rather quickly, 
leaving а very smooth and 


featuring BlackIn Black 

Shiraz and Hells Bells 
Sauvignon Blanc! We 
still think our pun' 
better, though. 


THE WINE IS YOURS: 
Motörhead also went into the 
wine trade this year, launching. 


grilled pork chop!" 
And for that chop, Sheffield quintent Bring 
MeThe Horizon have created Bring Me The BBQ 
sauce, which, drummer Matt Nicholls tells us, 
they created because they were fed up of 
getting shit sauce on their rider. Singer Oli Sykes 


declares, “It tastes like Jesus's cum!” Okaaav... 


For their bright BBQ blend, BMTH say, “It’s 


made of all-natural ingredients and it’s vegan- 


We say: “ТЕП probably get 
you battered.” 


THE NUMBER OF THE BBQ: 
Iron Maiden drummer Nicko 
McBrain loves his barbecue food 
so much he's only gone and 
opened his own restaurant in 
Flordia. True story. 


Clutch. 


friendly," adding that "the guy who made it 
used oranges for a unique flavour." 

Yeah alright, thisis all well 

and good, but the important 
question is this: 
have some? Guys? № 


hen can ме 


the only 


was thelongest we'd band КЕКЕК ЕКЕ... 

doneinquitesometime 

and we were supporting, ża WHOLE LOTTA ROSE: a red Shiraz. They say: "А very PUBLIC COFFEE BRAND NO. О! 

so that meant three months B or № Rock'n'roll legends fruity aroma with flavours of Megadeth frontman Dave Mustaine 

of shows that ended by 25 У AC/DC have released — vanilla, blackberries, plums, famously unveiled lis charity- 
E — ооаугапа Кошой oriented Black Gold coffee brand 


four years ago, but decided to 
close itdown in 2009. 


SPLASH WITH REALITY: 
Iconic Pantera and Hellyeah. 
drummer Vinnie Paul loves cooking 
50 much that he released his own 
recipe book! If you don't like 
chillies or BBQ sauce, avoid it 


veryoneat Metal Hammer 
E was devastated by the 

news that broke in January 
stating that Black Sabbath 
guitarist and genuine living 
legend Tony Iommi had been 
diagnosed with lymphoma, 
a cancer of the cells that form part 
ofthe immune system. Tony has 
since confirmed that recording 
sessions forSabbath's upcoming 
new studio album, featuring Rick 
Rubin on production duties, will 
still go ahead, with the rest of 
the band set to join Iommi in 
England to record the album as 
he undergoes treatment. 

Sabbath bassist Geezer Butler 
recently confirmed via his own 
blog that Tony had already written 
two new songs for the album since 
his diagnosis, insisting that the 
legendary axeman is refusing to 
feel down and remains upbeat and 
positive about the weeks and 
months ahead. 

"We got the engines back up 
and running at Tony's home 
studio,” he reveals. “Far from 
being downand depressed about 
his lymphoma diagnosis, Tony had 
already written the music for two 
new songs, and must say it has 
given us alla kick up the rump - 
it's great to hear him churning 
out those riffs again.” 

Though rumours have floated 
around the internet suggesting 
that Sabbath were forced to pull 
out ofa planned headline set at 
America's Coachella festival in 
April due to Tony's illness, at the 
time of going to press the band — 
currently reunited in their original 
lineup of Tony, Geezer, frontman 
Ozzy Osbourne and drummer Bill 
Ward — were still planning to 


Revisions 
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committo their Sunday night 
headline slot at this year’s 
Download festival 

"We wish Tony а speedy 
recovery,” commented 
Download promoter Andy 
Copping. “Our thoughts and 
best wishes are with his family 
and Black Sabbath.” 

Download themselves 
recently confirmed a batch 
of new additions, with Lamb 
Of God, Soundgarden, Machine 
Head, Tenacious D, Biffy Clyro, 
Chase & Status, Anthrax, 
Trivium, Devildriver, The Devin 
Townsend Project, You Me At 
Six, Little Angels, Ugly Kid Joe 
and August Burns Red all joining 
a bill with previously announced 
headliners Sabbath, The Prodigy 
and Metallica, who will be 
playing their classic 1991 self- 
titled opus in full. 

"Getting Machine Head, Lamb 
Of God, Anthrax and of course, 
the mighty Soundgarden 
confirmed for Download is 
great,” says Copping. “All of 
these bandsare the staple diet 
of the Download faithful and 
sets us up a treat for another 
world beating weekend.” 

Our thoughts are with Tony, 
and we'd liketo join everyone 
in sending him our best wishes 
and hopes fora speedy recovery. 
Get well soon, Топу! 


DOWNLOAD TAKES PLACE FROM 


JUNE 8-10 AT DONINGTON PARK. 


TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW AT 
WWW.DOWNLOADFESTIVAL.CO. 
UK. FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS AND 
UPDATES ON TONY'S HEALTH, 
HEAD OVERTO WWW. 
METALHAMMER.CO.UK. 
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"IT'S GREAT TO HEAR 
TONY CHURNING OUT 
THOSE RIFFS AGAIN" 

GEEZER BUTLER 
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away on a quiet industrial 

estate in Orange County, but 
in The Omen Room studio industrial 
pioneers ofa different kind, Prong, 
are making theirfirst newalbum 
in five years. Produced by Steve 
Evetts and aptly entitled Carved 
Into Stone, it would have been 
sooner, but frontman/guitarist 
Tommy Victor has been a busy man 
in that time. There have been, һе 
says, “Interruptions!” 

“Twas continuing writing stuff, 
but Istarted working with AL 
[Jourgensen] and I was out with 
him fora good year. And then 
Glenn calls up..." 

That would be Glenn Danzig, for 
whom Tommy also plays guitar. 
Meanwhile, Prong bassist Tony 
Campos is playing for every other 
band on the planet. It's been 
tough to find timefor Prong. 

“Also the stuff T was writing 
four years ago hasn't been used on 


I» look like much, tucked 


VICTORI 


E 


this record," explains Tommy. "It's 
more stuff thatI've been writing 
‘inthe last two years. We started 
out with 30 songs, so these are 
definitely the favourites. There's 
a song called Put Myself To Sleep 
whichis one ofthe darker lyrics 
where you've just had it. It's not. 

a suicide anthem or anything, 

but it's when you're awakened to 
reality so much that you just want 
to numb out. Ithas a 'trying to 
getout of bed and drinking 
yourself to death’ kinda vibe. And 
then there's Revenge Best Served 
Cold which is another angry one: 
it's like a sneaky vibe where you 
wanna get backat somebody but 
they have no idea who's trying to 
get back at them. Eternal Heat has 
kind ofa mystical thing going on 
and I hate to use that word, but 
everyone referred to my heavy 
drug years, butit's like when you 
take a bunch ofacid and you just. 
feel hot, almost like you feelthe 


“ONE TRACK HAS A ‘TRYING 
TO GET OUT OF BED AND 


DRINKING YOURSELF 


TO DEATH’ KINDA VIBE” 
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presence of God or something, 
this fiery spirit that's out there, 
and it’s tapping into that again." 
Did playing with Ministry affect 
the recording process on this 
record? “Not at all, it was a totally 
separate deal,” says Tommy. “We 
һауе alot ofthesame likes and 
influences, but obviously AL 
started out differently with the 
original Ministry records, whereas 
Prong was essentially more of 
a hardcore band with a noise 
element. We lost that audience 
when we signed to a major label, 
butthere'sa lotof restrictions in 
the metal scene and you have to 
deal with how the label's gonna 
market you and you have to 
somehow find yourself. We never 
went the route of finding samples, 
this is ай organic, we've gota real 
drummer and stuff. I've lost my 
taste for making computer records, 
Idon'tfeel comfortable with it." 
Andyet they probably don't get 
enough credit for their influence 
on music: there are bands copying 
Prong who probably don'teven 
knowthey're doing it. Does Tommy 
think they'll get that recognition? 
“Топ know,” he laughs. 
don't think that's been 
finalised. Now were like 
b legacy band!” № 


| CARVED INTO STONE IS 
| OUT IN APRIL VIA LONG 
| ВКАМСН RECORDS 


BRUTAL 
TRUTHS 


"ROBB WAS 
READY TO 
CALL IT 

A DAY” 


DAVE McCLAIN 
ADMITSTHATTHE 
GOING GOTTOUGH FOR 
MACHINE HEAD DURING 
THE BLACKENING 


ШЕ 
DEFINITELY 
GOING 


TOSTIR 
ТНЕ РОТ” 


COREYTAYLORON HIS 
AND М. SHAWN ‘CLOWN’ 
CRAHAN'SNEWTV/ 
FILM COMPANY 


DAVE KUSHNER ON 
AFULL-TIME REUNION 
FOR VELVET REVOLVER 
AND SCOTTWEILAND 


"PEOPLE WILL 
COME SEE HIM 
EVERY NIGHT 
BECAUSE HE'S 
AXL ROSE" 


GN'R BASSISTTOMMY 
STINSON. OK, THEN.. 


JERRY CANTRELL ON ELTON 
JOHN JOINING THE LAST 
ALICEIN CHAINS ALBUM 


nobody speaks English," says Mortad frontwoman Somi 
Arian. "Since I was young I've always liked fast and heavy, 
screaming music, but in my country you could goto jail for having 
a guitar -and for a woman it was even more dangerous.” 
Needless to say, Somi's had a hell ofa journey to get where 
sheis today, and that journey has culminated in Mortad's 
explosive debut album, The Myth Of Purity. Following in the 
steps of their promising Pandemic Paranoia EP, the album 
isa brilliantly heavy mix of huge hooks, crushing death 
metal riffage and Somi's paint-stripping vocals. 
“When I write lyrics, I have to look ata dictionary!" 
says the singer with a chuckle. "I have to look up the 
meanings of words and makesurethattheyrenot — WS 
just rhyming. Just imagine ff ou had to write lyrics ANY 
A 
in Persian! It was а really big challenge.” A 
It's a challenge that has started to pay off, with ARR 
Mortad already attracting a huge following by AWN S. 
the time they released their EP last year (more 
than 41,000 followers on Facebook ain't to be 
scoffed at) and a growing reputation as one 
of the most promising young bands to 
emerge from in andaround London. But, 
while Pandemic Paranoia helped to set 
their progress in motion, Somi insists 
that the new album is the real deal. 
“The EP was produced by our friend 
in South London, and it was good, but 
the album is a whole different thing! It's 
produced by Russ Russell [Evile, Napalm 
Death, Dimmu Borgir]. 
And, though shealso makes a living as 
a presenter on Persian television, Somi 
has no doubt as to where she wants The 
Myth Of Purity to lead. "I have a very secure 
job,” she muses. “But would like that to 
[eventually] be my hobby, and musicto be 
my full-time thing. This is my passion." 4% 


u I was born and brought up in Iran, and where I comefrom, 


HEAD TO WWW.MORTAD.NET 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


YOUR FREE CD 


1) Al That's Born Must 3) The Voice 

Be Destroyed 10) That Which Is Humane 
2) Waste 0f My Rage 

3) The Heights. 

4) Mirage 

3) Feels Like Suffocation 

8) The Myth Of Purity 

7) I'm Not Interested 

In Being Interesting 

8) By Default 


М 
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betheyearwhen Elimination 
break out ofthe underground 
and grab themselves some much- 
deserved global recognition. 
Their neck-breaking combination 
of thrash and classic metal has 
| been honed overtwo EPs and two 
albums, and their latest release 
— The Blood Of Titans — isa state- 
ment of total intent. They take 
their metal very, very seriously... 
“We want to dominate and show 
people what we can do," declares 
vocalist Neil Stevens. "We started 
off saying, ‘Weve got to be thrash, 
and we've got to be this and that’ 
but now we've got a more natural 
combination of speed and 
heaviness. Ourmore heavy metal 


Ij any justice, 2012 will 


THRASH BAND BUT EV! 


"Imagine sailing 


Wr. MYSPACE.COH/ 
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“WE'RE NOT A FULL-ON 
CROWD STILL WENT NUTS" 


FIRING RANG 


CONOR DRONEY 
CANDLELIGHT RECORDS ASR 


ofthe Earth on the vibe of 
The Cure dragged through 
the black metal sewer. Epic!” 


 CRIPPLEDCHILDREN2009 


ISTERN FEAST 


side has come out now: we're not 
trying to fit into any niche." 

Anyone who saw Elimination 
opening for Evile last year will 
remember how hard-hitting the 
Ipswich/Colchester quintet's set 
was -and how quickly they 


converted the crowds to the cause. 


“That tour was a great experience 
for us,” says guitarist Dave Spicer. 
“The reaction was really good, 
considering that a lot of people 
would've been expectinga full-on 


thrash band to be supporting Evile. 


Our stuffis more influenced by 
Maiden and Priest than thrash, 
but people were going nuts, 
stagediving and everything.” 
Bassist 
Jus Smith 
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METAL'S MODERN- 
DAY CRUSADERS 


М hrough 
adds, “This girl got lobbed on eto you 0 earth 
stage - she had a bloody nose but 

she didn't give a fuck. Shejumped 

straight back out there." 

All this metallic mayhem comes 
ata price, of course, and right now 
Elimination are still paying their 
dues: most of the band spend their 
days doing various McJobs and 
dreaming of rehearsal time. For 
example, Jus works in a call centre 
("Isiton the phone all day and 
people call me a dick... it’s fucking 
shit, but it makes me play a lot 
harderat rehearsal!"), but they'll 
stop at nothing. Having toured 
with Gama Bomb, Criminal, Wolf, 
Cauldron and Forbidden as wellas 
VEvile they know their time is now. 
| down to you, the reader, to 
[buy their albums and see them 
[play live if this band are going to 

get the breaks they deserve. See 
you in the pit. Жж 
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THE BLOOD OF TITANS IS 
OUT NOW VIA TRANSCEND 


WHAT THE INDUSTRY'S 
SETTING ITS SIGHTS ON... 


FANG ISLAND 


EMMA VAN DUYTS 


“Chromeo meets Prince and 
Bel Biv DeVoe. Chino guests 
on their new record. On the 


“Imagine a whole album of 
just those ace breakdowns 


Warped tour, every band and middle eights from all 
was Tweeting about them.” your favourite songs.” 
WWW. FACEBOOK.COM/BADRABSITS WWW.MYSPACE.COM/FANGISLAND 


uringtheir30yearsasthe 
D kings of grind, Napalm 
Death have never shied 
from asking questions not 
of themselves, but ofthe 
wider world. With their 15th 
o album, Utilitarian, they're 
doing both more pointedly than 
ever before. Frontman Barney 
Greenway is here to talk us 
through its ethical complexities. 


WHATTHEMES ARE YOU 
TACKLING THIS TIME AROUND? 
“Utilitarianism is a philosophical 
concept - that good under- 
takings make good things happen, 
and things radiate from there. 
Iwanted to not just talk about 
that, but to apply it to myself and 
other people around me. Is what 
I'm doing — or what I’m not doing 
making a difference? Could I 
not just be blissfully ignorant 
and amble my way through life 


ISTHE ALBUM A REFLECTION 

‘ON THE WORLDWIDE SOCIAL 
UPHEAVAL WE'VE SEEN IN 2011? 
"I came up with the concept 
before that. The momentum of 
things like the Occupy movement 
means people aren't going home 
anymore. They're persevering, 


USE IT OR 
LOSE IT 


Napalm Death on socio-political new album. 
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startingto understandthatthe 
amount of inequality in the world 
is unsustainable. Those who have 
the power had better start. 
listening, because people aren't 
going to go away anymor 


CAN WE STILL EXPECT THE 
TRADEMARK NAPALM DEATH 
SOUND FROM THE ALBUM? 
"We're not reinventing the 
fucking wheel, that’s for sure! 
But we do have a fair percentage 
of material on the album that has 
some interesting, different stuff 
going on. There's a track called 
Everyday Pox, which is one ofthe 
more manic and chaotictracks 
on the album. Itis still fast and 
furious, but the way it's 
structured is something we 
really haven't done in a while. 
Shane [Embury, bass player and 
longest-standing member of 
Napalm Death) has put some 
really horrible chords on it, but 
it'salso got some saxophones on 
it. We actually laughed when we 
first heard it because it sounded 
quite absurd, but absurdity is not 
ssarilva bad thing!" ¥ 


UTILITARIAN IS OUT FEB 27 
VIA CENTURY MEDIA 
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Napalm Death 
mean business 


HORRIBLE CHORDS ON OUR N 


ALBUM. AND SAXOPHONES, 


includes Architects, Johnny 
Truantand Centurion. That's 
how Whitemare roll, and with 
monstrous debut Snider, released 
in November last year, it works 
just fine. 

“It's almost deliberate that 
it's all so short,” says Scottish 
frontman Matt Johnson, who 
joinedthe fold after making the 
journey down south to get his rock 
on. "We all worship bands like. 
Zeke and Motörhead, all those 
bands that just play fast, short 
music that's good fun. It'sthe 
sortofthing I was obsessed with 
when Istarted to be in bands in 


leven songs, 17 minutes, 
and a promising if deceiving 
collective résumé that 


the first place - so being ina 
metal band is almost a fish-out- 
of-water experience forme!” 
Whitemare's manic but brilliant 
blend of snappy riffs, guttural, 
punked-up hooks and whiskey- 
fucked grooves might well see 
them earmarked as a unique tour 
de force, but in truth, the likes of 
The Fuckand Rock & Roll are so 
damn addictive that it's difficult. 
to see exactly what kind ofjoyless 
ballbag won't find this acefour- 
piece to be an absolute riot. 
"Come see us live to get what we 
are really about," adds Matt. What 
he said, These lads are epic fun. № 


SNIDER 15 OUT NOW 
VIA BLACKDREAM 
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existence, London's Savage 
Messiah have come a long way, 
having proudly helped to keep the 
sound of classic heavy metal alive 
while negotiating countless 
lineup changes and avoiding 
thetemptation to throwtheir hat 
into the derivative nostalgic 
clusterfuck that has swallowed ир 
so many bandsin recent years. 
Adding a subtle modern twist to 
the spiritof some ofthe most 
beloved godfathers ofthe scene 
= most notably Judas Priest, but 
also fellow legends Iron Maiden 
and Megadeth - the band combine 
heavy, intricate songwriting 
with some undeniably well 
thought-out lyrics that explore 
the powers at play behind an 
increasingly draconian world. 
Indeed, with the politics and 
social commentary that were once 
a familiar part of heavy metal's 
lyrical palette now a pretty rare 
find, Savage Messiah's musings 
on social manipulation, out-of- 


ji nthefive short years of their 
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control capitalism and corrupt 
governments are refreshing 
indeed. Just don't forget how 
much the songs kick arse when 
you're reading that lyric sheet. 

“Tthink you have to be careful, 
considers vocalist, guitarist and 
frontman Dave Silver. “If you go 
back and listen to Queensrijche on 
Operation: Mindcrime, they talk 
aboutthe rich controlling the 
government - that's identical to 
todayand they got this label as 
the ‘thinking man's metal band" 
and that probably turned people 
offthe band. ButIguessit'sa 
subject that relates to everybody, 
because we'reall part of what we 
call ‘society’, even if people have 
different ways of perceiving that. 
We sing about this because we 
believe in it. I mean, it's fineto 
sing about zombies, big boobs and 
beer, but you got to really believe 
init, andIdon't." 

Latest album Plague Of 
Conscience — the group's third 
to date -is a big, confident- 
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sounding opus that showcases 
both Savage Messiah's lyrical and 
musical flair with devastating 
effect. Thetitletrack setsoutthe 
theme, "This song deals with 
what considera sickness among 
the collective conscience of our 
species, in terms of being 
divorced from our natural bond 
with a higher reality," says Dave. 
“We're easily pre-occupied with 
vacuous pursuits and told we 
must always be happy, when our 
environment is oppressive and 
miserable by design." 

Then there's The Mask Of 
Anarchy, based on a poem by Percy 
Shelley. “His words are an attack 
on the perceptions of the correct 
role ofa government,” Dave 
reveals. “Thought it'á translate 
wellinto metal. Briefly it looks at 
the futility of our blind acceptance 
ofthe terms and conditions of 
our own slavery as merelya 
by-product of existence." 

While Dave's own lyrics 
may tend to revolve around 


a socio-political base, the tunes 
themselves are notably more 
diverse, offeringon the one 
hand, fast, heads-down 
thrashers and onthe other, 
stirring, slower-paced anthems. 

“Tthink being varied is good," 
explains Dave. "We come from 
the Judas Priest school of 
songwriting апа think that's 
a good blueprint, you don'ttie 
yourself down to anything. It's 
all heavy metal. ' 

Having recently joined the 
ranks of Earache Records, the 
four-piece are currently on 
something of a career high, their 
combination of versatility and 
a strong identity giving them 
the sort of options that are 
unavailable to many of their 
more streamlined peers. 

"That's how we want to 
continue: playing what we 
want,” Dave states. “We are 
a traditional heavy metal band 
with the production qualities 
of any modern band, we're not 
a ‘retro’, ‘trad’ or'throwback' 
band, we're just a heavy metal 
band. And we also play from 
the heart." Ж 


PLAGUE ОР CONSCIENCEIS 
OUT NOW VIA EARACHE 


m / “wwwfacabook.com/thedarknessgame / wwwatwitter.com/thedarknessgame 
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hile most 10-year-olds 
are happy enough 
playing with their 


Transformers or riding their bikes 
afterthey've finished their 
homework, Californian prodigy 
Nik Kai spends most of his spare 
time hanging out with his metal 
idols and, more often than not, 
blowing them off the stage. 
The jaw-droppingly talented 
mini-shredder only started 
playing guitar 20 months ago 
aftera friend of his mother's 
brought one into her shop, and 
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he's got so good so quickly he's 
just been named Guitarist ofthe 
Year at the Los Angeles Music 
Awards, where he was dubbed the 
"next Eddie Van Halen". 

"Itwas pretty awesome," he 
says “When I first heard it I was 
reallyglad. Everyone was telling 
me “You did a really good job’ and 
then they called me up onstage 
forthe award." 

Healso performed onstage at 
Dimebash in December, alongside 
members of Anthrax, Slipknot 
and Rage Against The Machine, 
something he says he wasn't at all 
nervous about. 

“It was amazing," he adds “It 
was pretty cool just knowing that 
Үт playing fof Dimebag Darrell." 

Niktaught himself to play from 
his computer, aided by 
his photographic 
memory, learning 
UnholyConfessionsby Ü 
his favourite band, 


Avenged Sevenfold. Two months 
later, he was writing all his own 
material, playing shows with his 
backing band Street Famous and 
hanging out with Metallica and 
Machine Head. 

"Theytold meto work hard, keep 
going, don't give up," he recalls. 

Atthe moment, he's working on 
his debut album with Paul Phillips 
of Puddle Of Mudd and Rikki Lixx 
of RevTheory - he's got six songs 
inthe bag of around 30 that he's 
written so far. He's even managed 
to getsponsorship from Gibson, 
and is the face of their new guitar 
the Firebird X. 

“We're so proud,” says his 
mother, Hunter, 'He'sthe sweetest, 
kindest, most compassionate 
guy. He likes toldo things for 
the community and help. 
everybody. He's really into 

utilising his gift for such 

wondefful things, from 
his own heart. He wrote 
a song recently, it's on 
iTunes, called Chemical 
Kill Grave Mistake, and 
he wrote that about not 
doing drugs, because 
he wanted to show kids 
they could havea 


Nik Kaigpvarfeseby his 
wns it 
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great life by not doing drugs. Just 
thethoughts that he comes up 
with, to help people, that’s what's 
mindblowing to me. That he has 
this gift and he wants to do such 
beautiful things with it." 

With his teens stilLa long way 
off, Nikis already focused on 
becoming a rock star, and after 
the album comes out he’s got the 
future all mapped out. 

“My main goalis to play at 
Madison Square Garden [in New 
York],” he says. “I think a lot of 
people would be there, that would 
be awesome to play in front of that 
many people. Ialso want to go to 
London, that would be cool!” 

Joe Bonamassa opened for 
В.В. King at the age of 12. We 
foresee similar greatness for this 
young shredder. 


SEARCH YOUTUBE FOR VIDEOS 
OF NIK KAI ІН ACTION 
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“My first two tattoos were both 
actually tribal tattoos - the first 
was one on my leg @ and the 
second on my back, and both 
were doneat a place called Dragon 
Tattoo in Eindhoven. I'm not sure 
ifthat style is all that popular now, 
but I was doing a lot of drawing 
myself around those days, when 
Iwas around 17, and what really 
attracted me to them is their 
simplicity - and also that there 
were a lot of ugly tribal tattoos 
around. I wanted to bring my own 
slant on them; there are a lot of 
people in Holland who see any 
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tattoo and think it's tribal. 

The ом оп my chest is ту 
most recent one and done bya 
Dutch tattooist called Joris 
Mous here in Amsterdam. He's 
worked for a placecalled House 
Of Tattoos, but he's about to 
start his own shop, and really 
love his work. I always try to 
havea tattoo with a link to the 
kind of life I'm leading, and the 
owlis a predator, it's a beautiful 
animal to look at, but it also has 
wisdom! Those themes brought 
together represented a symbol 
for me trying to achieve my 
goals and doing what do -and 
the clock on the bottom is my 
time of birth. The sleeve @ was 
before that, about four years 
ago, by Jelle 
Nelemans. 

It's sort of the 
same theme in 
a way, because 
although koi 
tattoos and 
the styleitself 
are traditionally Japanese, it’s got 
a more new school influence. It's 
also about reaching goals, and 
represents the fish that swims 
against the current instead of with 
it. Igot the lightning bolt B in 
Amsterdam, at Henk Schiffmacher's 
place. He doesn't really do that 
much himself any more, buthe 
does a lot of famous people, like 
Anthony Kiedis from Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. I did it together with a 
friend who went to live in Berlin 
after we had been living together 
since wewere kids. I wouldn't get 
to see him very much any more, 

so we got tattoos to remember 
each other. It also represents 
symbolically saving farewell to 
mytime when I was ‘jeugdige 
onbezonnenheid' [youthful 
indiscretion’ - a Dutch term given 
to troubled youngsters]. + 
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Audrey Horne: Ready 
to take SXSW by storm 


ё 
т 


GOT THE НОНМЕ 


etal Hammer has added 
Norwegian hard rockers 
Audrey Horne to its 
own showcase at the 
legendary SXSW (South By South 
West) festival in Austin, Texas. 
The band, brainchild of Enslaved 
mainman Ice Dale, join jazz-metal 
nutjobs Shining (Nor), rag 
punks Skindred, industrial-tinged 
metallers The Defiled and Dutch 
djent pioneers The Interbeing. 
Hammer's night takes place on 
March 15 at SXSWin The Dirty 009 
Bar. Itis not only one ofthe largest 
music festivals in the US, with 
more than 2,000 performers 
playingin more than 90 venues 
around downtown Austin over 
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four days, but oneof the most 
important for breaking bands — 
bring them to the attention of the 
musicindustry who arrive en masse 
to witness the latest and greatest 
new music. Many of the bands we 
love today will have boosted their 
careers from sets at SXSW, and 
Hammeraims to do the same. 

We spoke to Audrey Horne 
frontman Toschie (aka Torkjell 
Red) about the band's first SXSW: 

“Tve never been but I'm well 
aware of SXSW!” he says. “Ithink 
Ice has played there with Enslaved 
and I know friends whose bands 
have played. Ihearit’s a good 
place to play with a great 
atmosphere - it's gonna be fun." 

Toschie explains that while 
their 2005 debut album, No Нау 


Banda, was released in the US, 
they never made it over to support 
the release and the following CDs 
were available only on import. 
The band back then chose to focus 
on Europe, but with a new album 
onthe way are hoping to break 
the US atlast. 

“The new album will be released 
over there,” he continues. "So it's 
a great thing to get over there to 
SXSW. We're hoping to release it in 
late summer, early autumn as 
we're recording and writing now. 
The sound? We're going down a 
real 70s rock route, with lots of 
twin quitar parts, but produced in 
a very modern way. We've been 
heading towards 70s hard rock 
since we've started and there's 
some 80s stuffin the mix too — 


not that we're going to bea hair 
band! ІСІ be great to play some 
out there.” 

And what's the SXSW plan? 

“We ideally need help with US 
touring. We're keen to get over 
there to tour and wed love to get 
people who are interested in 
working with us on the live side of 
the band. We havea European 
booker/agent and it'd be greatto 
geta US one. Scandinavian bands 
probably do find it quite hard to 
break America because but we 
also knowof lots of communities 
and people who are really into 
what's going on in Norway or 
wherever. We're excited!" fF 


HEAD TO WWW.SXSW.COM 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 


THE WORLD — 


Tom G Warrior's Triptykon prepare 
to destrovthe UK for Hammer: 


T: one and only Tom G 
Warrior has spoken to 
Hammerabout the tour to 
end all tours - Destroyers Of The 
Faith, featuring Cannibal Corpse, 
Tom's own Triptvkon, Enslaved anc 
Job For A Cowboy in one of ће 
most brutal bills ever assembled! 
Asitturns out, Tom is looking 
forward to the trek, and quite 
frankly, with that lineup, we 
don’t Мате him. 

"To me, it's the perfect bill, 
because it should be quite a lot. 
offun to tour with," savsthe 
man himself. "When Triptykon 
played Bloodstock in the UK last 
year, the welcome we got was 
overwhelming, and it’s not 
something you experience every 
day. There's a lot of history for me 
personally in the UK, so it was 
amazing for me to play there with 
my new band. We didn’t know what 


Feder 
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to expect and, 
without kissing 
anyone's boots, 
Ican tell you that 
everyone in the band is 

very excited to be coming back. 
Ме still feel likea new band and 
we havea lot to prove." 

It shouldn't surprise anyone to 
hearthatthe rest of the bands on 
the bill have admitted that they 
are stoked to be sharing a stage 
with one ofthe greatest names 
inthehistory of metal, the man 
who gave us Celtic Frost and 
Hellhammer, but Tom remains. 
typically modest when asked for 
his views on such hero-worship. 

"They're out of their minds — 
they don't know what they're 
talking about!" laughs the 
frontman. "I haven't known 
Cannibal Corpse for a very long 
time; [only met them relatively 


/ Tom G Warrior: 
legend ofthe world 


recently, but there was aninstant 
connection, which felt fantastic. 
Of course, Enslaved and Tripykon 
have known each other for quite. 
a while, and we've had many fun 
moments together. To me, it's а 
huge pleasure, and the honour is 
from ourside towards them." 
Come, hail destroyer! F 


GRAB YOUR TICKETS NOW VIA 
WWW.METALHAMMER.CO.UK 


Mayhem: something 
wicked this way comes 


DEATH TO DERBY 


Bloodstock add legends of extreme metal to the bill. 


loodstock Open Air has 
В: anothertwo fantastic 

bands toa bill that already 
boasts some ofthe top names 
from the world of metal. Following 
hot on the heels of Florida death 
legends Deicide come tech death 
heroes Nile and black metal 
pioneers Mayhem. Neither of 
these two latter bands have ever 
played Bloodstock, which this 
year happens on August 10-12 
at Catton Hall, Derby. 

With six critically acclaimed 

albums, a few EPs and several 


world tours under their belt, Nile 
have raised thebar for extreme 
metal bands musically, lyrically 
and conceptually. Guitarist/ 
vocalist Karl Sanders says: 

"The members of Nileare 
eagerly looking forward to our 
first-ever appearance at 
Bloodstock thisyear. Let metal 
take place!“ 

Boasting withering live 
performances that are nothing 
short of legendary, expect Nile to 
deliver one of the most crushing 
sets of the weekend. 


When it comesto the definitive 
history of black metal, Mayhem’s 
name isat the forefront. The 
band have been through church 
burnings, murder, imprisonments 
and myopic teenage nationalism... 
and survived! 

Witha live show oozing evil 
and darkness both sonically and 
visually, this willbe Mayhem's only 
UK show and they join bands such 
as Watain and Dimmu Borgir» 


GRAB YOUR TICKETS NOW AT 
WWW.BLOODSTOCK.UK.COM 


SIMPLY 
THE FEST! 


Download goes 
for metal gold! 


Soundgarden: they've been 
away in the Superunknown 


Download have announced а 
number of bands to their2012 
Bill. One such band is grunge 
icons Soundgarden, who will 
finally be making their return 
tothe UK. Theyjoin previously 
announced headliners Black 
Sabbath, Metallica and The 
Prodigy, making their first 

UK appearancein well over 

a decade, which, if you ask us, 
ain't too freakin’ bad at all. 
Also appearing will be arena 
rockers Biffy Clyro, comedy 
rock duo Tenacious D 
(featuring that Jack Black 
bloke), pop punk crew You 

Me At Six and drum'n'bass 
mainstays Chase & Status - 
who have apparently ‘done 

a bitofa Pendulum’ and pack 
afulllive band now. Also 
announced were Machine 
Head, Lamb Of God, Anthrax, 
Trivium, Devin Townsend 
Project, Devildriver, Ugly Kid 
Joe, Little Angels and August. 
Burns Red. Download 2012 
tickets are on sale now at 
www.downloadfestival.co.uk 


STEP THIS 
WAY! 


The Dirty Youth cover 
Korn dubsteptrack. 
UK rockers The Dirty Youth have 
taken the unusual move of re- 
recording Korn's recent dubstep 
single Narcissistic Cannibal... 
acoustically. Hammer has the 
trackexclusively and you can 
hear it at www.youtube.com/ 
metalhammertv. The band’s 
album is called Red Light Fix 
and is available now. 
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Asthe world waits fornewson 
Slipknot's next move, Jim Root 
has been busy developing his new 
signature gear: the Squier Jim 
Root Telecaster (an affordable 
version of the 'Knot/Stone Sour 
guitarist’s Fender model), and the 
OrangeJim Root 44 head and cab, 
а 15 watt valve amp designed to 
offer high-gain metal tones at 

a realistic volume level. We got 
Jim on the blower to find out what 
the scoreis. 


YOU'VE BEEN USING ORANGE 
FOR A FEW YEARS NOW. ISTHE 
SIGNATURE АМР SOMETHING 
THAT YOU'VE WANTED TO DO FOR 
AWHILE? 

"Yeah, I've been using them Гог 
five or six years. Obviously I've 
known about Orange my entire 
life, butit's one of those things 
where Ididn't think it would really 
fitin with either of the two bands; 
maybe Stone Soura little bit more 
than Slipknot. Twas ata NAMM 
show a few years ago and I tried 

а Rocker 30 and a Rocker 100 with 


“IF YOU'RE А 14-YEAR- 
OLD FAN, YOUR MUM 
AND DAD WON'T BE 

SCARED ТО GET YOU 
THIS GUITAR” 
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Slipknot man unveils not one but two signature products. 


this thrown-together Fender copy 
that they had there, and it just. 
sounded amazing. We've been 
talking about doing a signature 
model amp since joined the 
company, and I didn't want to do 
thetvpical thing where we just 
tooka head and slapped myname 
on it you can't really take a 
Rockerverb and make it affordable 
- so we had to think about the 
Terror series. Essentially whatwe 
did was take a Tiny Terror type of 
amp and put the Rockerverb 
preamp section init.” 


WILL THE #4 HAVE MORE GAIN 
THAN THE DARK TERROR? 

“Gain stage-wise, it should have 
as much, if not more than the Dark 
Terror, but that Shape control on 
the DarkTerror will probably be 
ableto scoop more mids out. 
[Orange amps] have a reallysweet 
mid-range to them, and when 
you're ina band like Slipknot, 
where we tune down really low, 
the guitar needs to sit in the 
middle to sound like a guitar. 
Alot of bands try to make their 
guitars sound likea bass guitar, 
andIthinka lot ofit gets lost." 


SO TALKING ABOUT THE NEW 
SQUIER MODEL: WAS RELEASING 
A MORE AFFORDABLE GUITAR 
SOMETHING YOU PLANNED FROM 
THE BEGINNING? 


ртом 
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“When we first started working on 
the [Fender] Teles, Idid everything 
in my power to try to design a 
guitar that was under $800, so 
that if you'rea 14- or 15-year-old 
fan of my band and don't have a 
job, mumand dad won't be scared 
to go getyou this quitar. The 
[Squier] prototypethat Fender 
sent to me is amazing. I plugged 
itinto my Rockerverb and played 
along with some Death Magnetic. 
riffs and it sounded great. I called 
the dudes from Fender and I was 
like, "Where did you guys have this 
guitar made?’ Hopefully they'll all 
end up being as good а quality as 
this prototype that T've gotten.” 


HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHETHER 
OR NOTTO PUT YOUR NAME ON 
APIECE OF GEAR? 

“If I'm going to put something out 
there then it has to be what Iwould 
use, and that holds true with my 
Fenders. I bought one of my 
signature model Fenders froma 
guitar store in Brighton when we 
did a gig there! It’simportant to 
me that it's quality stuff, and stuff 
that I would use, because that's 
what it's all about, isn't it?" 


THANKS TO... 


Güitar 


Моге of the sexiest 
kit coming out... 


STAR TURN 
The mighty Charvel, wielded 

by 80s heroes like Ratts Warren 
De Martini and some bloke 
called Eddie Van Halen, is 
bringing more ofits guitar 
goodness with new additions 
to the Desolation series. The 
new models herald the return 
ofits classicStarshape, and 
the DST-1 FR features the 
metal classic EMG 85 and 81 
pickup configuration. 
For those more partial 
to the established 
Soloistbody shape 
there'sthe Desolation 
DX-1 range. Prices 
from £347. More 
info: www. 
charveLcom 


Jo 


PICK UP MARK'S ТОМЕ 
Lamb Of God's Mark Morton 
is known for his heavy yet 
cutting guitar tones. Тһе 
DiMarzio Dominion set means. 
you can start with the same 
modelsas him: the bridge is 
voiced for а mid-heavy tone, 
with slight increases to the 
bass and treble, while the 
neck pickup is flatter with 

a boostto the mids and 
treble. Available shortly. 


== 
GENE'S NEW АХЕ 
Looking for a new axe to 
grind onstage? Here'sthe 4 
latestin the Gene Simmons 
signature series from Cort — 
Guitars. Following оп от — 7 
the company’s two bass 
models, the 65 Guitar 
АХЕ-2 brings outrageous 
armoury to six-string 
players. Loaded with 
Mighty Mite humbuckers, 
this basswood beast 
has а string-through 
body ard is just 
waiting for you ] 
to lay down your 
chops. Ahem. 


= SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES... —— > 
| 


i 


PRESENTS... 


52: ЖАММЕҢ 


WED.7 BRISTOL Оо ACADEMY 
THU 8 GLASGOW Оо ABC 
FRI 9 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 


SAT 10 LONDON HMV FORUM 
SUN 11- BIRMINGHAM НМУ INSTITUTE 


x 


TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM WWW-KILILIVE.COM, 
0844. 8718803 AND USUAL OUTLETS R 
KILIMANJARO NTATION RY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE AGENCY GROUP AND FACTORY MUSIC 
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р IMERLEINHALLE 
YJ 
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CAUGHT IN THE АХЕ 


AA wentover to Kirk 
Hammett's mom's house 
in ELSobrante, CA to 
show Kirk and James 
Hetfield some photos 

Ihadjusttakenat Day On The 

Green. It must've been a Sunday, 

because I had to work the next 

dayand I lost my job for over- 
sleeping. I got there before Kirk 
and James, so Kirk’s mom, Sasha, 
broke out her photo album of 

Kirkas a kid. When Kirk finally 

arrived, he waskinda embarrassed 

thatshe showed me his baby 

pictures. I guess she had cone 
this numerous times before with 
other friends of his. 

Thad my camera with me, so we 
went and gota case of beer anda 
bunch of rolls of film just to take 
some pictures for the hellofit. We 
got so drunk that James couldn't. 
keep a straightface - he couldn't 
stoplaughing. Before we did the 
bed shots we did shots of Kirk 
balancing beers on his face, and 
shots of heand James on the 
toilet with their guitars... we had 
sucha great time coming up with 
crazy ideas. Then they gotinto 
bed together with all their 
guitars. thought it would be 
even funnier if they both had 
cigarettes, likethey were smoking 
in bed after... y'know... Neither 
ofthem even smoked. 

Eventually I gave a couple shots 
to Ron Quintana. He used one on 
the front cover of his Metal Mania 
fanzine, but hesuperimposed my 
shot of El Duce of the Mentors’ 
head in between them. James got 
hella mad, and said Iwas through 
taking photos of Metallicat 
Eventually he cooled down and 
Iwas allowed to take shots again. 
Quintana didn't realise it, but 
healmost ended my career as 
а Metalliphotographer.’ 


Murder In The Front Row: Shots 

From The Bay Area Thrash Metal 

Epicenter by Harald Oimoen and 

Brian Lew (Bazillion Points. 
Books), is available wherever 
books are sold, or viathe 

| publisher at www.murderin 

| thefrontrow.com 


| HARALD OIMOEN 
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THE FIRST ALBUM 

I BOUGHT WAS... 

LED ZEPPELIN 

Ш / ATLANTIC 1970 

"Led Zeppelin IT- that one has some classic 
songs on, like Gallows Poleand Tangerine. I 
remember singing That's The Way by Zeppelin 
when Iwas ina band and Iwas about 18 or 19. 
No oneelse has ever sounded like them." 


THE ALBUM THAT'S INFLUENCED 
ME THE MOST IS... 

RUSH 

HEMISPHERES / MERCURY, 1978 

"Thereare many - A Day AtThe Racesby Queen, 
and also Sheer Heart Attack- that are 
phenomenally influentialto me. Hemispheres 
by Rush really blew me away — first ofall 
because I was extremely proud to bea Canadian 
listening to these guys, and to be able to tap. 
into an album such as that." 


MY FAVOURITE ALBUM 
ARTWORK IS... 

RUSH 

A FAREWELL TO KINGS / MERCURY, 1977 
“artwork never really piqued my interest. I 
know some people treat it as seriously as the 
music! There is artwork I do like, though - Rush 
being one of them! I remember being very 
intrigued by the cover to A Farewell To Kings." 


THE ALBUM I WISH 

| TDMADEIS... 

PINK FLOYD 

THE WALL / EMI, 1979 

“Tnever really fantasized about that. Pink 
Floyd's The Wall, т a littlejealous that I didn’t 
make that! It would have been nice for that to 
beus-itwas pure brilliance with the music; 
pushing envelopes, taking risks and being 
rewarded handsomely!” 


I BREAK THE SPEED LIMIT TO... 
MUTINY WITHIN 

MUTINY WITHIN / ROADRUNNER, 2010 

“My son has been listening to Mutiny Within. 
Ithinkthey'rea brilliant band. They seem to be 
+) brave musicians, and their compositions are 
very mature." 


me 


ышы mut 


THE ALBUM THAT REMINDS ME 
0Ғ MY COLLEGE YEARS 15... 

RUSH 

2112 / MERCURY, 1976 

“Istill remember getting together with friends 
before high school, and we'd be listening to 
2112, We weretotally into that." 


WORDS: MERLIN 


THE FUTURE ОҒ MUSIC 15... 
PERIPHERV 

РЕВТРНЕВУ / ROADRUNNER, 2010 

"There's this great band that we've just finished 
an American tour with, Periphery, and we're 
bringing them with us to the UK. They just 
don't seem to have any limitations. They're 
very diverse, they're very eclecticwith where 
they pull from, they have a very unique sound, 
and they have this great energy and vibe 
around them. They'rein their 205, butthey 
have the maturity to make this style of music 
that sounds original.” 


THE ALBUM I WANT TO BE 
REMEMBERED FOR IS... 

DREAM THEATER 

IMAGES AND WORDS / ATCO, 1992 
"Images And Words, asit opened up so many 
doors for us. Internationally, a lot was 
happening, and it was a whole new experience 
foreach and every one of us because we were 
soyoung atthe time. It's a classic progressive 
album, but it did have the heavy elements in 
there and was pushing the envelope. I think 
that if that's your kind of musicand your cup of 
tea, you can really appreciate where it's coming 
from. Ithinkit'l stand the testof time.” 


NO ONE WILL BELIEVE I OWN 
ACOPY OF... 

MILES DAVIS 

KIND OF BLUE / COLUMBIA, 1959 

“Idon’t know; would people be surprised that 
listen to The Nat King Cole trio? Or Kind OF 
Blue by Miles Davis? That's one of my favourite 
jazz albums. [also like the band Starsailor! 
Would people think I would go for that? Ha ha!" 


А KID ASKS ME WHAT METAL IS. 
I HAND THEM A COPY OF... 

IRON MAIDEN 

THE NUMBER OF THEBEAST / EMI, 1982 
“Physical Graffiti or Led Zeppelin IITwould 
probably bethe first thing I'd throw at them, 
butthem some people debate whether you 
can have Led Zeppelin in there, so I'd sayIron 
Maiden, Number Of The Beast, or one of Judas 
Priest's later albums, Painkiller. Rob (Halford, 
Judas Priest frontman] is such a great guy." 


DREAM THEATER 
ARE ON TOUR NOW 


but it's really what it is 
to me. Td rather stumble upon a 


pile of 70s records than an oil field 


on my property. Im sick, people. 


In love. In love with vinyl. Ishare 


this love with a lot of people and 
it's a promiscuous love. You need 
plenty of records... lovers. Some 
stay with you for life; someare 
discarded after one unfortunate, 
disappointing session. 

My love for vinyl sprung out of 


the music therein, but I do have an 
immense love forthe format itself. 


Tlove the shape of LPs. I love the 
black, shining surface. I love the 


stamped catalogue numbers in the 
run-off groove. Ilove how you can 
'see' in the grooves where a softer 
part in the music comes up as they 


are more compressed and visibly 


darker. Ilove the labels. Even those 


that after years of having been 


played display spindle marks from 
the centre of the turntable. I love 

the sleeves and their size. Gatefold 
sleeves, single sleeves, laminated, 
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TH 


P. Long Play. Vinyl. Wax. 
Record. The Black Gold! 
OK, that last one might 

be taken out of context, 


UCKING METAL 


It's nosecretthatthe CD format's future is in doubt given the rise of digital files. 
So how does a 19th-century invention still live on? Opeth's Mikael Akerfeldt has... 


unlaminated, textured or plain. 
Ilove howthey get worn over the 
years. The ringwear, the feathered 
spines, the laminate peeling that 
comes with age. Ilove the inner 
sleeves and inserts, either custom 
printed ones or the plain company 
inner sleeves. Lespecially love the 
magic feeling of having a mint, 
unplayed copy of some old record 


trashed and still play perfectly. 
Newer, especially late 80s and 90s 
vinyl can look brand new anc still 
play like shit. Given this, Lam not 
only buying mint condition copies 
of my records as most people/ 
dealers only grade their stock with 
the naked eye. I want to play my 
records, not just look at them, so 
as long as they play fine, Iam too. 


“VINYLS LIKE SEX, A GREAT MEAL, 


A GREAT SHIT, AN ICE COLD BEER...” 


іп my hands. It's like sex, a great 
meal, a great shit, an ice cold beer 
опа hotday. Allat once. And I love 
the sound. It’s been questioned 
whetherit sounds better than a CD. 
Let’s putan end to that dispute 
here and now: it fucking does! 
And kids... don’t even mention, 
don’t even THINK about MP3s etc. 
Get. The. Fuck. Away. From. Me! 
The sound quality of vinyl 
depends on a number of things. 
The pressing, the actual plasticit 
was pressed on, and the playwear. 
Old records, like, say, The Beatles’ 
originals, can look absolutely 


Either way vinyl sounds warmer, 
more delicate, more dynamic and, 
overall, just way better thanall 
other formats. Am Гап old fart? 
Absolutely! Do I have a problem 
with newtechnology in the music 
world? Without a doubt! Youcan 
store your entire record collection 
in your phone, take it with you 
wherever you go. Why would 
you wantto reserve a huge 
space in your flat fora 
bunch of records that 
can only be playedon 
the spot? I have many 
reasons, butthe 


E VINYL WORD 


mostimportant one is due to my 
respect for the music. I invest time 
in my records as the payback сап 
be immense. When you sit down 
and listento both sides ofa record, 
on your favourite couch, beer in 
hand, headphones on, I guarantee 
you'll have a bigger experience 
than you'd get otherwise. You can't. 
jump between songs as easily, you 
can’t take songs out, you can't fast 
forward. You're more or less forced 
to sit through the entire thing and 
thus you'll experience the record 
the way the originators meant for it 
to be experienced. Put on Sabbath 
Bloody Sabbath and let it flow. 

Are you itching? Getting restless? 
Then you're a slave to modern 
society and you're chasing your 
own demise. Relax. Sit down. Give 
music your time, It's worth it. ¥ 
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Biohazard have remained one of hardcore's most defiantly unique sons. 
Mainstay guitarist Billy Graziadei hooked up with This Is Hell six-stringer 
Rick Jimenez to talk scene values, elitism and lineup changes. 


1CK: “know one of the big talking 
points is the departure of Evan 
[Seinfeld, who left Biohazard in 
2011], but Biohazard have gone 
through their fare share of lineup 
changes. How do you guys deal with that?" 
BILLY: “Well, as you know, life is full of twists 
and turns. Some of us dropped out of school or 
left home to follow our dreams and play music, 
and we've been through lots of shit since, but. 
itinspires you and makes you who you are. 
For everv great moment in our career, there 
were tons and tons of horrible, negative shit 
that happened, but you don't put that out 
there. With Biohazard, we've had a hell of a lot 
of crazyshit happen, but wejust roll with it." 


RICK: "thought it was a big deal when 
Bobby Hambel [guitarist] lef 
BILLY: “When we split up with Bobby back in 
the 90s, for me, that was devastating in a lot of 
ways, and a lot more than I realised. But he's 
back (after re-joining in 2008], we're working 
and we're having a good time.” 


RICK: “I think with lineup changes, once it: 
comes to seeing it on stage, you know whether 
it's bullshit or not. Me, personally, when I saw 
you guys on stage the other day, the energy 
was still there. It was Biohazard!” 

BILLY: “It’s that ‘Eye Of The Tiger; something 
that you see in bands when they firststart, and 
itdiminishes during your career. That's usually 
a sign that there's an end to this, butas long as 
you keep focused on why you got together in 
the first place and you keep that Eye Of The 
Tiger... when bands forget why they're doing it, 
then it's easier for them to lose that passion. 


I've watched that happen with so many bands." 


RICK: "That's true, man." 
BILLY: "Yeah. When we got signed it was such 
a big deal and we were so happy about it, it 
wasthefirst big thing that happened in our 
career out of many, but then there's also been 
so much shit since then." 


RICK: "What would you say if you could advise 
a younger band about that?” 

BILLY: "If thereare bands out there doing 
demos and getting records together that I 
could give advice to, I'd just say, ‘Keep hungry, 
keep serious, keep alive, keep on top of your 
shit and don’t stress about small stuff, because 
there's way more crazy shit that is going to 
happen. A lot of bands can do one record, but 
you have your life to do one record — you have 
a year or two to make your second." 


RICK: “What made it comfortable for you guys, 
asa metal, hardcore/crossover band, to throw 
in those rap and hip hop elements?” 

BILLY: 'Tthink there are some bands that try 
to take rock, hip hop andmetal and start new 
genre, but I’m proud and glad that we never sat 
down and planned out what we did." 


RICKY: “When you guys did your demos, at that 
time [in my life], I felt torn. It was like, ‘IFI 
wanna bea metal guy, I can't listen to rap any- 
more, and when I hung out with my rap friends 
I didn't want them to see my Metallica shirt." 
BILLY: “Tt was all natural for us; in Brooklyn, 
backin the day when our first demo came out 
in'88, we grew up with Iron Maiden, Agnostic 
Front, Sugar Hill Gang, Run DMC, Beastie Boys, 
Black Sabbath and Led Zeppelin!" 


RICKY: "That's awesome! So much music." 
BILLY: "All from different quarters, so many 
different cultures and types of music. I can 
remember playing with metal bands, and the 
crowd would be like, ‘You're not metal enough, 
you're hardcore!’ Then we'd play with Sick 0flt 


Alland we weretoo metal! 


RICK: “На ha, I know that all too well!" 

BILLY: "T think not fitting in drove us to create 
our own thing. It was just Biohazard — that was 
theonly way you could describe it - and we just 
carried on doing what we wanted to do. We 
weren't looking for approval, and we created 

a following of people that liked that.” 


RICK: “I know there's divisions. Sometimes it 
seems like things are so safe that anyone can 
do anything and get away with it, so long as 
they puta tag on it, but in other ways, 
especially in modern hardcore, people are so, 
like, ‘Everything has to be in this little box.” 
Ilike hardcore, punk, metal, rap... why can't. 
Ilisten to allof those things?” 

BILLY: “T actually grewup only into hardcore 
and hating metal, andit was Bobby who turned 
meonto a lot of stuff." 


RICK: “It’s funny, because we've been on tours 
that [cross genres] where we've been in a van 
and the other bands are all in buses. Actually, 
Ithinkwe may only have stayed in hotels 
maybe six times ever, һа һа!” 

BILLY: "Well, let's all tour together and we'll 
share а hotelwe can afford!” 

Rick: "Ha ha, yes! That's a great idea!” 


BILLY: "Times change - back when we started, 
touring with Sick Of It Alland The Exploited, 
the industry thrived more, but now with people 
pirating records and sharing stuff, it's destroyed 
the whole industry financially, so you have to 
come up with more creative ways to survive.” 
RICK: “I'm never ever ‘Mr Positive’, but when it 
really comes down to it, it reallyseems like the 
creativeness rises to the top.” 


BILLY: "Yeah, we had hotel rooms where we 
could get them, but we found a way to make it 
work, because six hours in a van sucks- 
especially on smaller tours where paying fora 
busis so fucking expensive and not worthit.” 
RICK: ' don't really subscribe to Think 
positively and positive things will happen’, 
but there is never a moment where we're пос 
trying to make things happen. Im so glad that 
Idid my firsttour before the internet!” i 


BIOHAZARD'S NEW ALBUM, REBORN IN 
DEFIANCE, IS OUT NOW VIA NUCLEAR 
BLAST. THIS IS HELL'S BLACK MASS 
ALBUM IS OUT NOW VIA RISE RECORDS 
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COREY TAYLOR 


Corey Tar: not 
just blowing smoke. 
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COREY TAYLOR 
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Trentisoneofthe most 
prolificmetallers. 
ever. Hehas sound- 
trackedandscored 
musicfor movies such 
as Lost Highwayand 
The Social Networkas 
| wellasthevideogame 

Quake. Trent hasalso 
l remixed, produced 

and guested forthe 
tikes of Busta Rhymes, 
Marilyn Manson and 
Josh Wink. 


An enigma wrapped inside 
amystery and sometimes 
clothedina ragged 
dressandwig, the 
Tool mainman 
doesn'tjust offer more 
food forthoughtin 
extra-curricular outfits A 
Perfect Circleand Puscifer, 
healso offers food. He 
co-owns arestaurantin 
LA, and owns both an 
Arizonan produce 
marketand winery. 


Anthrax's guitarist. 
hasatwo-issue 


specialcomicforDC: $ 


Lobo: Highway To 
Hell. Healsowrites 
ablog called Food 
Coma ForSuicide 
Girls, he'sbeenan 
extrain Battlestar 
Galactica, plaveda 
zombiein The Walking 
Deadanddone 
voiceover work for 
Metalocalypse. 


Somewherebetween 
alt/avant-metal 
renaissanceman and 
multiple-personalitv 
dealer of disorder, Mike 
Patton’s innumerable 
guises from Mr Bungle 
and Fantómas to power 
electronicsand industrial 
and Serge Gainsbourg- 
parodying hip hop - clearly 
aren'tenough to contain his 
over-fertilebrain, hence his 
record label, Ipecac Records. 
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Skeletonwitch + Fleshgod Apocalypse 
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METAL HAMMER DESTROYERS OF THE FAITH TOUR 2011 
CANNIBAL CORPSE + Triptykon + 
Enslaved + JOB FOR A COWBOY 

March 2012 
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COREY САПТ 95271 TO STAY АМАТ FROM SIDE PROJECTS АП) 


COLLABORATIONS, SO FOR FUTURE REFEREE. WEVE GONE 
E TO THE EFFORT OF SORTING OUT HS CV FOR HM 
NAME: Corey Taylor 


0.0.8.08/12/1973 
PERSONAL SUMMARY: A hardworking, enthusiastic and motivated 
metal singer with a big personality and an even bigger set of lungs. 
Not afraidto speak honestly. Occasional notorious. Always topical. 
Passionate but friendly. Prone to swearing. 
HOBBIES AND INTERESTS: Singing, writing, stand-upcomedy, 
lecturing, Xmas singles. 


RELEVANT СХРЕРІКТКЕ- 


Slipknot (Demo, 1998, Slipknot, 1999 , Iowa, 2001, Volume 3: The 
Subliminal Verses, 2004, АП Hope Is Gone, 2008) 
Stone Sour (Stone Sour, 2002, Come What(ever) May, 2006, 
‘Audio Secrecy, 2010, New Album, 2012) 
Solo (X-M@$, 2010) 
Velvet Revolver (Various sessions, never released) 
Anthrax (Worship Musicsessions, never released) 
Dave Grohl (Unnamed project, release date TBC) 


Snot (Strait Up, 2000) 
Soutfty (Primitive, 2000) 

Black Flag (Rise Above, 2002) 
Damageplan (New Found Power, 2004) 
Roadrunner United (The All-Star Sessions, 2005) 
Apocalyptica (Worlds Collide, 2007) 
Dream Theater (Systematic Chaos, 2007) 
Travis Barker (Give The Drummer Some, 2010) 


Walls Of Jericho (Redemption, 2008) 
Steel Panther (Feel The Steel, 2009) 


‘Author (Seven Deadly Sins, 2011) 
Guest lecturer (Oxford University, 2021) 
Production (Upcoming project with Clown) 
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COREY TAYLOR 
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MESTRE M MEAL 


Hillarious and butstanding new album 
from the primary rock of German Metal “RAGE” 


2 ) 


/ 1% ` 
“An organic and powerful pisce of work. A milestone for the future of RAGE!” 
ац MER (dad et 


“With no orchesters to enhance their sound, Peavy, Victor & André are left to Washa to prove they 
still are one of the best metal acts around. And they effortlessly accomplish il." 
АПА HAMMER (D | eg Res 


Incl. bonus 12 track CD (Live In Tokyo) 
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Limited е 


CHECK OUT! 


THE INHERITED REPRESSION 


; 
1 Download also availablel 7 


“А very instructive album — oll the classic RAGE elements with a modern metal edge.” 
ONEERLA (UE Macs Jere 


lid. 


edition 2CD digibook + enhanced part! 21? in gatefold, CD ond download also available! 
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MAGICK 
MOMENTS 


FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM'S CARL McCOY INVITES US TO BEAR 
WITNESS TO AN ARCANE RITUAL INVOLVING THE WORLD'S 
WICKEDEST MAN, THE MAD MONK AND HP LOVECRAFT. 


Words: John Doran, Pics: Paul Harries 


here is always a pattern in 
life. Just because you can't 
seethe pattern, it doesn't 
mean there isn't one. It means 
youare standing too dose to 
the subject to make it out or you haven't 
studied it for long enough. The 28-year 
career of English gothic rock band Fields ОҒ 
The Nephilim can seem strange — perhaps 
full of wrong turns and missed opportunities 
when taken at face value. To see a pattern in 
the chaos, one has to pay close attention. 
Theyformed in Hertfordshire in 1984, 
incorporating elements of psychedelic rock 
and heavy metal into the era's predominantly 
post-punk, goth sound, drawing on Victorian 
art and spaghetti westerns for their striking 
image and delving into the occult fortheir 
philosophy. They wanted to be "the 
alternative to the alternative”, and their first 
album, Dawnrazor (1986), and early singles 
such as Moonchild and Psychonaut, gave 
the UK scene a much-needed shot in the 
arm, revitalizing the sound by introducing 
metal's power and urgencyinto the sonic 
mix. Not only would they be an influence on 


goth metal acts such as Paradise Lostand 
Nevermore, but on later extreme metal 
groups such as Cradle Of Filth and Behemoth. 
But when they were at the height of their 
popularity and their powers after the release 
of Eliziumin 1990, they fellapartin disarray. 

The creative driving force behind the 
band, singer Carl McCoy, had always been ill 
at ease with being a rock star, but it seemed 
that now he had started retreating into a 
world where he had little contact with his 
audience. He may have gained an impressive 
degree of artisticcontrol by withdrawing 
from people, but at what cost? Working 
mainly on his own, he may have recorded the 
fantastic industrial death metal album Zoon 
in 1993 under the name Nefilim, but it would 
be three years untilit saw the light of day and 
Fields themselves wouldn't return properly 
until the release of Mourning Sunin 2005. 

By this time, Carl had abandoned touring 
іп favour of one-off gigs with anonymous 
session players he referred to as "ghost. 
musicians”. But something else was going 
on. Between their rebirth and a pair of 
sold-out Hammer-sponsored nights at 


FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM 


ТТ 


London's Shepherds Bush Empire dubbed 
the Ceremonies in late 2008, there was a 
vear-long series of gigs held aroundthe 
globe. Fans and casual observers alike 
could be forgiven for thinking theseshows 
were chosen at random, but considerations 
like when the venue was cheapest or when 
certain road crews were free were furthest 
from Carl's mind. When they took tothe 
stagein Helsinki, Finland, on December 

29, 2007, it wasn't a coincidence that it was 
also the anniversary ofthe death ofthe 
Russian visionary mystic Grigori Rasputin. 
On March 15, 2008, the band travelled to 
Polandto play Warsaw's Stodola venue. 
Again, no coincidence that this was the 
anniversary ofthe death of HP Lovecraft, 


on specific dates. I have never mentioned 
this to anyone before but I've got a record 
ofa lotof births and deaths of inspirational 
people. It was part of a bigger plan. 

Carl, who is а lot more down to earth than 
his austere image suggests, allows himself 
a littlechortle, when his obsessive fanbas 
who pore over everything he does in forensic 


the results. They couldn't picture where I 
was coming from, so that's where it started." 
When asked if he thinks the occult ritual 
for ending one period of the band's history 
and kickstarting another has worked he 
pauses for a long time before saying: “I feel 
like I've been trapped in limbo for a very 
long time, but now it’s time to move on. I 


"I HAVE NEVER MENTIONED 
'THIS TO ANYONE BEFORE 


ВОТ ГУЕ GOT А RECORD OF A 
LOT OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS" 


е n h reate: 
ео greatest CARL McCOY ON THE OCCULT SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DATES OF NEPHILIM GIGS 


occult fiction ever and a huge influence on 
Carts lyrics. When they played in the Greek 
city of Athens on March 21, it coincided 
with The Equinox Of The Gods, or the New 
Year inthe Thelemic Calendar, Carl's religion 
of choice. This pattern would be continued 
until the final Ceremony itself, which was 
on July 13, 2008, the birthday of John Dee, 
the black magician employed by Queen 
Elizabeth Tas astrologer and necromancer. 
The rebirth of Nephilim was а colossal 
magickal ritual, traversing the globe in 
space and covering many years in time. Tt 
was intended to harness the power of their 
fans and historyitself to help resurrect the 
group as a new entity for the 21st Century. 
Carl, who's always refused to talk directly 
about his belief in the occult and ritual 
magick, admits that the string of concerts 
were part ofa bigger plan: “Nephilim gigs 
are different to going down The Dog & Duck 
to get drunk and watch an AC/DC tribute 
band. Itake a different approach to what 
Nephilim concerts are and what they mean. 
They area ritual because they're 
collaborations with the audience - we 
become like one. When we play live 
thereis no longera ‘them’ and 
an ‘us’ because our audience is 
quite special. All of the shows 
thatwe've done over the last 
fewyears, uptothe 
Ceremonies events at 
Shepherd's Bush, 


detail, are mentioned. "Yeah, not even they 
realised," he admits. "No one found out, 
I've never mentioned it before now." 
We're talking to him today because now 
you too can see and hear the fruits of his 
seven-year labour. The two final gigs were 
recorded and filmed and are being released 
asa CD/DVD boxset. “Тһе Ceremonies 
project is about ervstallising a pointin time 
which embodies magical moments created 
by Fields OF The 
Nephilim,” he reveals. 
"Having focusedon the 
live elements overthe 
last few years, this 
representsa closure and 
generation. Ceremonies 
is a representation of 
where we are now, from 
this point we move forward. 
We continue to evolve, 
The reason it’s taken so 
long to appear isn’t that 
Carl has been waiting for 
planets to align, but simply 
because he insists оп doing 
most things himself. "I don’t think becoming 
self-sufficientas a musician, producer and 
editor was something I intended to do," 
muses. “It’s a lotof work. Back when 
incarnation of The Nephilim disbanded in 
1991, [wanted to do a project by myself 
and have controlover my vision. I did 
Ñ initialiysndllde acouple of producers 
at the HME nd I West happy with 
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feel it's time to do what do best, which is 
producing new music and getting out there 
and performing live. It's been a long time 
since the band started and I do like to go 
forward rather than backwards. 

In practical terms, does this mean that 
there's going to be newalbum? 

"There will be new material, but whether 
thatappears as an LP straight away ora 

series of EPs, I don't know," 

he answers. “I kind of like the 
idea of EPs, but I don’tknow. 
Thave been speaking to my 
label, EMI, about this. I've 
been working on ne 
material forthe lasi 
months, and now it's time to 
getin the studio, get my 
head down and get some 
music out. Ishould 
have something out in six 
months' time. That sounds 
isticto me." 

Carl's spiritual journey 
through life has been a 

complicated and individual 

one. And that, as he doesn't mind telling 
you, is the whole point. He simply wants his 
fans to think for themselves. In very loose 
terms heis a follower of new age religion/ 
spiritual philosophy of Thelema. A century. 
ago, notorious magician, free thinker, drug 
fiendand top flight mountaineer Aleister 
Crowleyhad a vision which became the basis 
of Thelema and its bible, The Book Of The 


Law. His anarchic idea was that the 20th 
Century would see the birth ofa пей ега of 
morality governed by one rule only: Do. 
what thou wilt shall be thewhole of the law. 
Followers, or Thelemites, are supposed to 
rid themselves of outside conditioning and 
the desires of their ego and follow their one 
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THE GREAT BEASTS 


Heavy metal is replete with tales of horrific beasts and 
legendary creatures. Here are some of the most notable... ) 


THENEPHILIM 

Fields OfTheNephilim take their name from 
aBiblestorv, Carl becameso fascinated by 
the race of giants who were the product of 

angels and had children with mortal women 
thathe named his bandafterthem. 


THEKALI 
Inthe Hinduscriptures thereis talkofa. 
giant, blue-skinned, six-armed female deity 
called the Kali, whose name translates. 
variouslvasthe Black, Time, Death, Lord OF 
Death and, mostawesomely, Transformative 
Destroyer God. Blackened psychedelicdoom 
merchants Ramesses sing her praises on the 
single Khali Hist with the lines: ‘Red blood, 
blue flesh, acceptthis ей oFdeath.’ 


THE GREAT WHITE WHALE 
The great American novel concernsa great 
American beast - Moby Dick. The book, 
written by Herman Melville, concerns 
Captain Ahab’s monomaniacal quest to kill 
the legendary beast ofthedeep, Hisstrugale 


becametheinspiration for Mastodon's г 
second, and breakthrough, album, 
Leviathan with theband (right) using “Ж” 
theepicstoryasa metaphor for 
theirownstruggletomakeit. т 


ТНЕВАРНОМЕТ 
Thedaddy fall fucked- 
up mythical beasts, 

the Baphometis often 
mistaken for Satan 
himself, butisinfact 
whata Pagan god was 
presumed to look like 

їп medieval times. Both 
male and femaleand having 
agoat's head, it's nothard to 
seewhytheimagewas 
embraced by ccultistsand 
Satanistsin the 19thCenturv. 
Cult NWOBHM group Angel 
Witch wereone of manyto. 
celebratethe figure ontheir 
breakthrough track. 


Beast”, buttherewas moreto him than that. 
By all means read his writings, but you have 
to bring outyour own understanding of it, 
not someone else's point of view." 

As for being specific about his own occult 
practices, Carlisas coy as ever and will only 
say: “Ihave my own ways of ritual magick. I 
have my own rituals that I perform but not 
in the typical way that most people would 
imagine. We're not all Victorians, are we?" 
So he doesn't wear a wizard's hat? 
"No,Iweara pillow case! Ha ha ha!" 


he influence of Fields Of The 
Nephilim stems not just from their 
musicand magick but through their 


highly individual image. Ifgoth маза genre 
that prided itself on individualism, then The 
Neff were the most individual of the Lot 
Decades before you could buy alternative 

clothing off the peg in stores, the Nephilim 
created their own lookin true DIY fashion. 

was always inspired bya lot of Victorian 
imagery and films like Once Upon A Time In 
The West,” Carl explains: “The combination 
was Jack The Ripper meets The Man Wi 
Name. Lused to make my own hats. I'd 


come out of the venue without beingcoated 
inthe stuff. Fans would take bags of the 
powder to gigs to toss over each other and 
into theair, and between that and the dry 
ice it was sometimes difficult to see more 
than a few feet in front of you while they 
were playing. When the word ‘flour’ is 
mentioned, Carl starts laughing. "Tt was part 
of our dressing down thing,” he chuckles. 
“We hated glam bands, so we wanted to look 
as grimyas possible. Also, there weresome 
very eccentric peoplein the lineup and попе 
of us were alike, and if you put usin a room 
together you wouldn't know we were in а 
band. We were doing a photoshoot one day 
and we had some clay dust with us, and we 
covered ourselves in it just so we would look 
more like a gang. Then we started using 
flour and it stayed with us. We used to love 
going to parties where other bands were 
there. You'd knowwe'd been there because 
there would be flour handprints on the 
backs of people's jackets and around their 
shoulders. It was proper dressing down and 
people stayed away from us because of it." 
Which brings us neatly to one ofthe more 
unlikely sounding stories that has attached 


“THE POLICE FOUND 12LBS 
OF THIS STUFF ON OUR BUS. 
SO WE ALL GOT ARRESTED 
AND GOT CARTED AWAY" 


CARL McCOY ON WHAT HAPPENS WHEN BAGS OF FLOUR GET MISTAKEN FOR COCAINE 


fashion them from top hats and Stetsons 
and sew them all together. You couldn't 
actually get clothes like the stuf I 
don’t think we actually went out and bought 
anything apart from the obvious stuff like 
boots. I came from a bike background so I 

always had shitty old leathers that Icould 
use. The coats and the hats were quite 
significant at the time butwe used to throw 
them together ourselves." 

Andit wasn't just the floor-length coats 
thatthe band bequeathed to the goth scene 
ofthe last 20 years. With acts such as Marilyn 
nson and Cradle Of Filth, it has become 
regularforartists to wear weird contact 
lenses, but when The Nephilim kicks 
this craze in the 805 it was unheard c 
used to get mine from a guy who made them 
BBC dramas," admits Carl. "It was very 
much to do with my grandfather. I used to 
look like him except he was blond with very 
pale eyes. I had this old photo of him and T 
had some lenses made so I could look more 
like hir as always one for not 

v It's what it all со 
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ips the most individual aspect. 

ofthe Nephilim look was created by 
using the humble bread-making 

dient, flour. If you went to 
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itself tothe band. Didn't The Nephilim's use 
of flour end up withthemasthewrongful 
victims ofa massive drug bust? 

“Yeah!,” he laughs again. "We got nicked 
in Nottingham Rock City bythe police who 
thoughtit was cocaine. The fans used to put 
the flour in little plastic bags to takeitto. 
the gigs so they could coat themselves with 
it. Some of the bandme had ack 
at the hotel with them thatnightandin the 
morning one of the cleaners found one of 
these polythene bags with a ball of white 
powder in it. So the police came down and 
they got onto thetour bus and they found 
12lbs of this stuff. Ha ha! So we all got 
arrested and got carted away." 


y. 
So they thought they'd foun 
cocaine! They must've been gettir 
ready to take the 
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Daily Mirror for 
Beat out the flour, М 
brushoffthedust — (f 
knock out the dirt. 

Look closerand 

closer underneath 

until you can seethe 
pattern emerging 
from the chaos. Ж 


THE CEREMONIES DVD 
WILL BE RELEASED ON 
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Since 1977, Alchemy have been а crilical part of the 
creative force behind the alternative scene, from 
metal and punk, through goth to urban and continue 
to evolve with ever more cutting edge trappings and 
ideas for ihe interesting people of tomorrow's world! 
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INFLUENCE. IS THE SAME 


| "WE CITE THRASH AS A BIG 


TRUE FOR NIGHTWISH?" 


"This approach helps usto stand apart from 
everyone else, and we're on the wayto being 
seen as unique. That's always my aim with any 
project in which I'm involved. Iwantit to sound 
like nothing else. Otherwise, just don't see 
the point of doing it." 

Emily has a very busy year ahead. Not only 
arethere commitments with Pythia (they've ап 
album launch show at The Borderline in London 
on Februarv 29, followed by dates with 
Austrians Serenity), but her other bands also 
have plans. 

"There might well be activity from both the 

* Baebes and Celtic Legend. And there's also the 


possibility of me doing guest appearances. But 
Iwanna do asmuch singing as сап while my 
voiceis OK. I can't see myself still being in a 
band when I'm 70, so it'sa case of doing as 
much as is possible now. Sleep? There's plenty 
of time for that when I'm dead." 

She's also gota second novel in the pipeline. 
It’s the follow-up to The Ice Room, which was 
published at the end of 2008. 

“It's virtually written, but Ido need to go 
through and edit it, which takes up a lot of 
time. However, there's no rush to get that out. 
It can wait until finishing my singing career. 
Right now in my life that's what comes first.” 


: Hell-bent 
for pleather 


For now, Pythia are busy carving out the 
oWn ñiche. If their debut suggested potential, 
Чеп һе new album indicates fulfilmentand a ^. 

ry bright future ahead. No longer living in À 
the slipstream of those more celebrated Euro 
bands with female vocalists, they are out to 
ШІ: British сап do itas well as, if not 


bettgf than, the likes of Nightwish et al. And SN 
exagtly is it they do? Emily feels only one 
depo In is apt, and we tendto agree. 

“We really just a pompous symphonic metal 
band. Andido you know what? I'm delighted to 
beina baġd who are described in that way. 
Some pegple might get angry at their music 
being comparied in that way. Me? I delight in it, 

ibecausethat fits what we do. There aren't many 
К bands who do this sort of thing, and I 
jelieve we have something really exciting to 
offer everyone. All Task is we're given a chance 
on our ownterms." эй 


THE SERPENT'S CURSE IS OUT. 
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not something you'll 

read anywhere near 

as frequently as you 

4 should but Every 

Time I Die are опео the most 
important bands ofthe 21st 
century. Bold words to kickthis 
off with, of course, but while 
you'll get more bro points and 
sage nods for saying the same 
things about equally significant. 
bands like Converge and The 
Dillinger Escape Plan, ETID are, 
for reasons completely beyond 
our comprehension, rarely put 
in this same bracket. 

Their 2003 masterpiece, Hot 
Damn!, vasa fluorescent whirlwind 
of schizophrenic tempo changes. 
Powered by frontman Keith 
Buckley's frenzied delivery, it's 
almost wholesale responsible for 
the modern punk-tinged hardcore 
landscape. You'll hear their 
distinctive style of breakdowns 
(more inthe vein of Southern 
tinged metal than bruising 
Hatebreed-style metallic 
hardcore) swarming all overjust 
about every modern hardcore 
album that you'll have in your 
collection. Put frankly, Every 
Time Die might just be the most 


important band you've never 
given your time to. 

“It has been pointed out to me 
once ortwice that there are plenty 
of bands out there that sound like 
our band, yes," laughs a modest 
Keith, asked about his band's 
influence on the modern rock 
landscape. "It used to getto me 
on occasion butthat was a long 
timeago. I've got very little time 
to bebitteraboutit but yeah, 
Iknowa rip-off when I hear one." 

Seemingly comfortable with 
their status as underground 
heroesand churning out critically, 
if not commercially successful, 
records at an alarming rate, it was 
in 2009 that the band reached the 
first major speedbump in their 
career. Keith was offered the 
sizeable opportunitv to front 
The Damned Things, а supergroup | 
led by Scott Ian and assorted 
members of Anthrax and Fall Out. 
Boy and, fora guy who had spent 
the past decade performing 


intense hardcore night after night 
at modest venues, it represented 
the opportunity to play with 
platinum-selling artists and 

a genuine, bona fide shot at the 
bigtime. Understandably, it 
proved an offer far too alluring to 
be turned down and ETID was put 
to one side as TDT attempted to 
hit the big time. 

"It definitely caused some 
friction within the band,” admits 
Keith, a situation that’s tough to 
imagine if you've spent anytime 
around the band’s 'all-for-one' 
spirit or seen their legendary Shit 
Happens DVD. “Iwas under no 
illusions that the band going on 
a short hiatus was down to my 
decisions and I could understand 
why some of the guys were mad at 
me because of that, but 
when something 
feels right like 
that, and it 
definitely 
didat 


the time, you have to do what you 


really want to do." 

+ rompting the question as to 

’; ) whether or not he thought 
that The Damned Things 


could become his long-term 
future, there's the first long pause 
in our conversation. "When it was 
first coming together, I did think 
so but it did become very weird to 
me, quite quickly," Keith admits. 
“Тт used to my band doing most 
things together and there were 
days where you wouldn't see each 
other until show time. PlusIwas 
having to not party as much 
because Iwas having to take care 
of my voice. My patience is much 
less on tour and Iget frustrations 
out on stage and there wasn't 
that reward as much with The 
Damned Things as there 
isin Every Timel Die.” 
Does he regret 
doing itin 
retrospect? 
“Notatall,” 
replies Keith 
inan instant. 
"Ithinkthe 
album's good 
anditwas 
alotoffun, 
but The 
Damned 
Thingsis 
definitely the 
kind of band I'd 
liketo bein when 
Im much older than Iam 
now. Idon'twantto be singing 
[seminal ETID track] Ebolarama 
when I'n in my late 40s but TDT 
songs would fit what I'd probably 
wantto do later on in life." 


t'struethatifthe goodtime 

rock ‘п’ roll of The Damned 

Thingsis a Friday night with 
whiskey and mates in the pub, the 
breakneck assault of Every Time 
IDieis a Saturday night hanging 
from the ceiling and doing Suicide 
Shots [Urban Dictionary it - Ed]. 
While The Damned Things vas 
received to moderate applause, 
it never quite became the roaring 
successthat the platinum 
contingent ofthe band would be 
accustomed to. Scott Ian and Rob 
Caggiano cut their losses and 
returned to Anthrax, whilethe 
FOB members will doubtlessly be 
treading the reunion tour boards 
once Patrick Stump realises his. 
solo career is more pillock than 
Prince. Keith returned to ETID to 
find a fullalbum's worth of 
material sat waiting for him. 

What's most surprising isthe 

effect that Keith's time away has 
had on the band's upcoming 
record, Ex Lives. With their 
previous two (The Big Dirtyand 
New Junk Aesthetic) concentrating 


more onthe groovier elements 
of the band and Keith’s vocal 
prowessand ability to sing hooks 
being demonstrated with The 
Damned Things, it's unexpected 
that thealbum is the band's 
gnarliest and most aggressive 
album ifnot to date, then 
certainly since Hot Damn!. 
Between Keith’s already discussed 
pent-up aggression and the band’s 
abhorrence at the lightweight 
nature of so much of today’s music 
(they made their disgust at what 
was going on around them on 
their last stint on Warped Tour 
apparent ina hilariously accurate 
online blog from Keith), Ex Lives 
isan album that sounds likea 
visceral, snarling scream into the 
face of everything and everyone 
that dares to come its way. 

“I think we felt like letting 
this side out. I definitely felt like 
I personally had something to 
prove,” says а candid Keith. 
“People would be thinking that 
I've gone soft or Iwas going to be 
making the band softer because 
of The Damned Things, but that 
couldn't be further from the truth. 
There's nothing on this that's 
playful. Itwas intentional to 
not write any songs like Werewolf 
or any songs about partying or 
anything like that, There's plenty 
of melody on the album when you 
look forit, but there's a lot of 
natural aggression. It's good to be 
delivering something that people 
won't be expecting." 

Despite the band choosing a 
track entitled Underwater Bimbos 
From Outer Space to be the first 
track debuted from the record 
online, he's totally right in what 
he's saving. The chances of ETID 
breaching the mainstream with 
a recordas nasty as Ex Livesin a 
world where We Are The In Crowd 
and All Time Low dominate areas 
likely asthe match.com wanker 
becoming a grindcore hero. But 
much more vitally, this is another 
album that rubberstamps whythe 
bandare one of the most original, 
creativeand important bands in 
our world. 

“T think we gave up on our 
dreams of fame and fortunea long 
timeago," smiles Keith. "We're 
happy to be doingwhat we're 
doing and happy with the album 
we've made. I don't think about 
thefuturein those terms. This. 
is the kind of band that could 
explodein a ball of flames at any 
second so we'll just say we're in 
а good place at the time of us 
talking and take it from there." ja 


EX LIVES IS OUT MARCH 6 
VIA EPITAPH 


HARDENED ROAD DOGS AND POSSIBLY ONE 


OF THE UK'S MOST BELOVED AND HARDEST- 
WORKING METAL BANDS, ORANGE GOBLIN 
HAVE JUST WRITTEN AN ALBUM THAT 
PROMISES TO BE THE SUMMATION OF THEIR 
CAREER. JUST DON'T CALL THEM STONERS. 


WORDS: 


atienceisa virtue, we are told, and 
ifthat's true, then that must make 
the four hell-raisers that comprise 
Orange Goblin very fucking virtuous 
indeed. Now almost two decades into 
their game, they have earned their way 
intothe public's heartsthanks toa 
combination of talent, hard work and sheer 
bloody mindedness. Refusing to be ground 
down by repeated record label turbulence and 
the ongoing challenges of trying to make ends 
meet while playing a decidedly filthy form of 
rock'n'roll, the group have instead used such 
trials to fuel their fire, steadily honing 
themselves into a force to be reckoned with. 
Though initially formedin 1994 а a death/ 
doom act under the name of Our Haunted 
Kingdom, the band soon changed their name 
(somewhat to the annoyance of their record 
label, Rise Above, who'd just released a record 
under the group's old moniker) and sound to 
one that better suited their love of fantasy 
literature and 70s rock, embracing an upbeat 
take on the Black Sabbath template that 
fitted neatly into the stoner rock 
explosion that was taking place at 


DAYAL PATTERSON Ж PIGS: 


the time. Three well-embraced 
releases between 1997 and 2000 
— Frequencies From Planet Ten, 
Time Travelling Blues and Big 
Black- all but confirmed the 
group's statusas the UK's premier 
exponents of the genre, but the 
band were unvilling to rest on 
their laurels and soon began to 
expand their sound considerably. 
20025 Coup De Grace saw the 
group taking a risk and drawing 
ona much wider spectrum of hard 
rockand heavy metal influences, 
thus breaking away from the. 
expectations of both fans and 
critics. 20045 Thieving From Тһе 
House Of Godand 20075 Healing 
Through Fire further proved that 
the stoner tag of old was now all 
but redundant and helped to 
cement heir reputation as a 
Great Heavy Band, winning over 
the respectof metalheads, 
classic rock fans, the 
Roadburn community 


JOE HOARE REMEMBERS 
WHEN LIFE WAS EASY 


ESTER SEGARRA 


and even American peers such as Phil 
Anselmo and Downin the process. 
In short, Orange Goblin have 
fought tooth and nail to rightfully 
win thetitle of British metal heroes, 
and the loyalty and affection of 
their fansis evident by, amongst 
other things, their always-packed- 
out Xmas bash in London, an annual 
eventthat has become as traditional 
as the Queen's speech and а plateful 
of untouched sprouts. This year's gig 
was of particular note for towering 
vocalist and frontman Ben Ward, 
who announced onstage that this 
was the first Orange Goblin show 
that his father had ever attended. 
All things considered, the band are 
looking pretty wellset up for 2012, 
not least because they have a brand 
new album out, A Eulogy For The 
Damned, arguably their definitive 
record to date. Wandering the wet 
streets of Soho during the strange, 
Twilight Zone-like post-New Year's 
period, we chose a quiet boozer 


ORANGE GOBLIN ^: 
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ORANGE GOBLIN 


and, pints in hand, 
settled down to talk 
football, pictureframes 
and, ofcourse, heavy 
fucking metal. 


SO BEN, THIS ХМА5 
YOUR DAD FINALLY SAW 
YOU PLAYING LIVE... 
BEN WARD (VOCALS): 
"Yes, he's turned 60, bless 
him, and realised he's got 
a passion for rock! My dad 
has the most eclectic music tastes in the 

world: one minute he's listening to Buddy 

Holly the next minute it's Technotronic ! 

Ha ha ha! A friend at workleant him some 
AC/DCand he really liked it and recently he's 
been to see Status Quo and Peter Frampton, so I 
said, ‘Well, you'll have to come and see us some- 
time, Dad.’ He came and he was blown away. He 
said, ‘Irealised you were good and had a bit ofa 
following but I didn't realise the crowd would be 
like that!” He can't wait for the next one now.” 


YOU LEFTTHE FANS HOLDING THEIR BREATH 
FOR THE NEW ALBUM, BUT IT'S CERTAINLY 
BEEN WORTH THE WAIT. 

BEN: “The intention was to make the 
best album we possibly could, With 


BEN WARD ON THE INSPIRATION BEHIND 
А EULOGY FOR THE DAMNED 


itbeing sucha long gap 
between the last album 
and this one, the expect- 
ations were that little bit 
higher so we didn’t rush 
the songwriting process 
and took our time over the 
arrangements, whereas in 
the past we sometimes 
threw stuff together. We 
also increased our 
expectations production- 
wise, that was another 
thing we really wanted to get right this 
time. We weren't afraid to say that we 
wanted it to sound more professionaland 
polished; we weren't interested in making 
it sounding retro at all, we just wanted the best 
sound we could get. There was also a feeling 
thatthis could be the last album we ever do, so 
we didn’t want to rush it. Make itas good as we 
can, and wait until everything is right.” 
MARTYN MILLARD, BASS: "There's one word I 
don't wanna use, but it does apply; it's more 
mature. The way we recorded it, the writing..." 
BEN: “In the past we might have been a bit lazy 
anda bitunprofessional with regards to drinking 
too much and rushing things. This time, it's 


funny, we never discussed t, but we all 
wanted to dothings the best we 


could and we all raised our game and that 
inspired us to better ourselves. We didn'twant 
tolet ourselves down; it was the first record for 
a new label and we wanted to provide the best 
album we could. Ithink we did that." 


STVLISTICALLV, WHAT WERE YOU AIMING FOR 
THIS TIME AROUND? 

BEN: “Nothing in particular! It was reallya 
continuation of everything Goblin are about. We 
allbring different styles into the writing process: 
Joe [Hoare, guitarist] brings a 70s vibe, Chris 
[Turner, drums] provides the aggression, Martyn 
brings the doom. What was different was this 
time we weren't afraid to try new things.” 

JOE HOARE (GUITAR): “Whereas before we 
might have said, ‘That's not what Goblin is 
about, this time ifit sounded good, we stuckit 
in. We tried everything." 


AFTER THE CONCEPTUAL NATURE OF 2007'S 
HEALING THROUGH FIRE, YOU SEEM TO HAVE 
COVERED A MUCH WIDER RANGE OF SUBJECTS. 
BEN: “The last album was heavily based round 
the plague and the Great Fire of London and it 
was very restrictive. By the end I was thinking, 
“What can I drag up now?’ This time it was a lot 
more fun. There's fantasy stuff - I'm a big fan of 
Lovecraft and Poe and Robert E. Howard, all the 
old gothic horror writers - and there wasalso a 
lotofstuff based around the Hell's Angels and 
the acid scene in San Francisco and California in 
the late 60s. Then there's songs like Save Me 
From Myself and Stand For Something, which are 
really talking about myself and learning from 
my experiences. My favourite song is Stand For 
Something - especially for a band like us, you 
have to stand for something or it’s not worth 
doing. And it’s got that singalong aspect.” 


WAS YOUR DAD HAPPY WHEN YOU TOLD HIM 
YOU WERE GOINGTO BE A HEAVY METAL SINGER? 
BEN: “Мо, he was devastated, ‘cos he wanted me 
to play football. He always pushed meto play 
and when I told him I was going to be in a band, 
it never sort of registered. He would say, ‘Oh 
yeah, he's ina band’, but even when Itold him 
we were going to play America I think he just 
thought it was a pub band or something." 


YOU GUYS ACTUALLY METTHANKS TO YOUR 
EARLY SPORTS CAREER THOUGH, RIGHT? 

BEN: "I met Martyn through playing football 
and developed a friendship because of the 
music. Martyn went to school with Pete 

[0 Malley, ex-guitarist), who inturn knew Joe." 
MARTYN: “We were apprentices at Queens Park 
Rangers, playing semi-professionally, but at the 
end of the two years we weren'ttaken on.” 

BEN: “For me it got too much; I fell out oflove 
with the game. I'd go home for weekends and 
would wantto get away from it, but you can't. 
People would ask about the team or if you'd come 
and see them play and you're like, ‘I don’t want 
totouch football, [want to get away from it!" 
MARTYN: “It got to the point that when we were 
released, we went out on the piss to celebrate. 
Imean, how ridiculous! We could have been 
millionaires by now if we'd put our mind to it." 
BEN: “To think how fit and agile we were too...” 


HOW DID YOU MAKE THE TRANSITION FROM 
FOOTBALLERS TO HARDENED ROAD DOGS? 
BEN: “It gotto the stage where we were all 
hanging around together during the day. 
We were all 18, 19, none of us were working, 
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andweweresitting round, drinkingtea, 
listening to the bands we loved thinking, 'Oh, we 
should have a goat this.’ Imean, I'd never sung 
a note, Martin had never picked up a guitar..." 
MARTYN: "We knew a drummer as well, so there 
was no reason we shouldn't have a go. We all 
movedinto a house together which soon 
became known as Goblin Towers." 

BEN: "It was fantastic, I loved every minute of 
it. We worked together too in a warehouse, so 
we were living in each other's pockets really." 
JOE: "I was a picture framing company, and the 
guy in the off licence opposite loved frames ‘cos 
he hada big family, and we ended up with a deal 
where we'd get him frames and he'd get us beer. 
We had two fridges: one in the kitchen for food 
(which had a cucumber in it) and onein the living 
room full of beer. Life was easy then: ‘Do we have 
any beer? Do we have any food? No, oh well. 
Have we got frames to sellto the off licence? 
BEN: “Our first gig was at the Rising Sun, Sudbury 
Hill, on a jam night. We did a Hendrix cover, an 
Alice In Chains cover and a death metal song. 


YOU HAD SOME PRETTY DIVERSE INFLUENCES... 
BEN: “When I was at school had a hip hop 
stage, L was into The Smiths and The Stone 
Roses, and was a real latecomer to metal." 

JOE: “Ttell you what though — he learned fast!" 
MARTYN: “Me and Pete would make him tapes of 
Cannibal Corpse, Obituary, Carcass, My Dying 
Bride, Napalm Death, Anathema, Paradise Lost...” 
BEN: “Whereas Joe, I guess, was inspired to pick 
upa guitar cos of Hendrix..." 

JOE: '...it'd go even further than that, to 
Clapton and blues players like Albert Collins, 
and Albert King, that's kind of where my roots 
are. Sowe really bounced off each other." 

BEN: 'We all loved Sabbath, but wasn't aware 
that bands similar to Sabbath had this stoner 
tag. It was only when we dug deeper and found 
bands like Fu Manchu, Kyuss and Monster Magnet 
that we discovered the whole stoner thing." 


YOU LATER MOVED AWAY FROM THE 
"STONER ROCK' TAG, BUT ATTHE TIME DID 
ITSEEM APPROPRIATE? 

BEN: “By the fourth album we all felt it was 
getting ridiculous. There were bands coming 
out of Sweden claiming tobe playing 
desertrock and we thought, "We're 
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JOE HOARE ON ORANGE GOBLIN'S EARLY PIGEONHOLING 


Orange Goblin: road dogs 


justa metal band.’ Not strictly just heavy metal 
actually, hard rock and metal guess.” 
MARTYN: "We can't deny we didn't use the term 
to our advantage though, 'cos at the time the 
scene was booming." 

BEN: "We should have embraced it more, but we. 
tookacid and drank more than we ever smoked." 
JOE: "The first couple of albums, we did a lot of 
things we probably shouldn't have, but afterthat 
not so much. Maybe that's why we got tired of the 
stoner rock tag, people turned up and gave us 
joints and it was like [bored voice], 'Well, OK..." 
BEN: “We were skint as well. If you've only got 
15 quid, I'd rather buy 10 beers than an eighth." 
JOE: "Well, that fridge in the front room has got 
to stay full hasn't it?!” 


AS YOU MENTION, YOUR FOURTH ALBUM, 
2002'S COUP DE GRACE, DOES SEEM LIKE A 
PARTICULAR TURNING POINT IN RETROSPECT. 
BEN: "When Chris joined the band, the first 
album was written and Joe had half written the 
second, so the first album Chris had any real 
impacton was Big Black That developed on 
Coup De Grace, which is why it’s a more punk 
sounding album, it wasn'ta conscious decision, 
Chris would just write something and we'd say, 
"That's great, let's use it!" 

JOE: "We werealso a bit frustrated by that 
point, you cantelltthat.” 

BEN: “We were pissed off, ‘cos Rise Above had 
done their distribution deal with Dreamcatcher 
and that company went down the pan. Big Black 
had been the first album that had gota really 
good response from the press and had set us up 
for bigger things and all of a sudden it stopped.” 
JOE: "We signed to Sanctuary, and then they 
were bought up. But by then Ben was managing 
the band, so we had a bit more control, whereas 
the first time it was out of our hands." 


DO YOU EVER THINK YOU WOULD HAVE FOUND 
SUCCESS MORE QUICKLY HAD YOU COME FROM 
AMERICA RATHER THAN THE UK? 
BEN: "I believe that, during the 90s, if we were 
American we'd have been bigger -there was this 
sense that if you were American you were a lot 
cooler. We were all considered the dirty, trampy 
cousins that weren't quite as cool, ‘cos we 
weren't able to sing about going along 
the beachesin dune buggies etc." 


ORANGE GOBLIN ARE HEADLINING DESERTFEST, ONE OF 
THEUK'S FIRST EVER STONER/DOOM/METAL FESTS, AND 
IT'S HAPPENING IN THE HEART OF LONDON, APRIL. 
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FINALLY, THIS ISN'T REALLY IT, IS IT? THE LAST 
ALBUM FROM ORANGE GOBLIN? 
BEN: "I'm confident it won't be.” 
JOE: "There have been lots of times when we've 
said, ‘This will be the last tour’ or whatever, but 
then this magnetic force kind of pulls us 
together. And Ido feel there's a real buzz 
behind us atthe moment.” 

BEN: “Also Idon't think we've ever had such а 
strong album behind us, so with the popularity 
ofthe band where it is and a really strong 
album, who knows, it could work out. It would 
beone of the longest rises to fame ever! But in 
a world where footballers are tweeting about 
Metallica and Mastodon are on Jools Holland 
anything can happen..." 

JOE: "Besides, The Beatles were only 18-21 
when they got big — well, that's 18 years of their 
lives when they werer't big 


А EULOGY FOR THE DAMNED IS OUT 
FEBRUARY 13 VIA CANDLELIGHT. 
ORANGE GOBLIN WILL PLAY DESERTFEST 
IN CAMDEN, LONDON, APRIL 6-8, AND 
BLOODSTOCK, DERBYSHIRE, AUGUST 10-12 
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FROM BREAKING THE METAL MOULD 
IN THE 905 TO COMMITTING THE ULTIMATE 
DUBSTEP SACRILEGE ON HIS LATEST RECORD 
JONATHAN DAVIS IS NO SLOUCH WHEN IT 
COMES TO CONTROVERSY. HE LOVES IT... 
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he metal world can bean infuriatingly bipolar place 
sometimes. On the one hand, there are many hundreds of 
thousands of die-hard fans who know what they like and 
have no desire for the genre's basic tenets to be tinkered 
with oraltered in any way. Metal should sound like metal, 
and that's the end ofthat. On the other side ofthis constantly 
flipped coin, heavy music has consistently been a place for 
innovation, exploration and fuck-you fearlessness, where 
pioneering, groundbreaking, badass music-makers continually 
unearth and unleash new ways to crush heads and wreck necks. You 
can, of course, picka side if you choose. Alternatively, you could just 
lighten up and go with the flow. Evolution is not going to stop just 
because you refuse to wash your Slayer long-sleeve, sunshine. 

One of the few bands from the last couple of decades with a bona 
fide claim to being mould-shattering revolutionaries, Korn have borne 
the brunt of manya backlash and, in more recent times, any number 
of online assaults from people who either resent their fundamental 
role in the creation of nu metal or who believe - erroneously - that 
the Bakersfield band havespent 18 years repeating themselves. Аза 
result, their latest album, The Path Of Totality, was always going to 
ruffle feathers. Yes, Korn have hitched a ride on what a cynic might 
term ‘the bro-step bandwagon' andthe results, depending on your 
taste, are either a hapless attempt to revitalise a tired sound or an 
exhilarating glimpse into one brave new future for metal. Speaking 
with Hammer, frontman Jonathan Davis knows where he stands and, 


admirably, couldn't give a fuck whether anyone agrees with him or not. 


“Ttall makes total sense to me, man," he says. “It’s been an ongoing 
goal through our whole career, you know? We invented the nu metal 
genre, or however people want to label that. We helped start that, 
but I hate that fucking term because of all the bands that came out 
afterwards and ripped off what we were doing. That's when it became 
nu metal! But I always want to create something new and stay ahead 
ofthe curve and eventually create a new genre of heavy music, and 
thisisthe albumIthink we did it on. Again. This could totally have 
gone wrong and explodedin our faces. It could've sucked, but we 
knew we had to do it right." 

Madein collaboration with some of the hottest names in the world 
‘oF dubstep and underground electronic тиіс including the much- 
teutedand ow BBC'apprcved Skrillex; The Path Of Totality is a 
gleaming, state-of-the-art slab of heaviness: an outrageous but 
somehow ferociously effective combination of seemingly disparate 


AW 


бо 1350 


Қашық 


тәғгоәгоаваетотоговаетововсетоәтовооветотовой 


РМ 


ARE 
g 


XOW АМУ MONS V SAIS ATIV44 LNOG | ОМУ S3V3 
NIMONSYSHLOW ВТ SSINISNA SIHL NI N338 JAI LN 
INFINO AVS 5014 ЭНІ IVHM OL NOLLNILIV Avd 


genresthat could hardly be further away from 
Korn's last album, 2010's purpósefully stripped- 
down end raw III: Remember Who You Are. Widely 
hailedasa return to top form, thatalbum reunited 
the band with their first producer, Ross Robinson, 
and seemed to signal a wholesale return tothe 
slamming riffs and gruelling introspection of their 


first two albums, Korn and Life Is Peachy. As things ' 


$. have turned out, Korn have made another violent 
3 about-turn and pulled the rug from under 

$ everyone's feet once again. 

S “Tmproud of that last record, bro, but honestly 
g Ithinkitwas very forced,” Jonathan admits. 'Ididnit 
8 have one fucking ounce offun making that record, 
5 Iwas being constantly tortured by RossandTm 

0 40-year-old man and I don’t need to be singing 

8 about that personal shit anymore with someone 

@ cattle-prodding me every fucking second. I wanted 
B to kill my fucking self at one point making that. 

| record. So making this record was such a breath. 

g of fresh air and so much fucking fun!” 

0 

H P Totalitvis that anvone is surprised that Korn 
8 would do something like this. The band’s love 
3 of electronic music, hip hop and any number of 

8 other genres has always been writ large across their 
We сэ eme records, and Jonathan in particular has 
long been a very vocal advocate of 
cross-genre pollination and leaps into 
themusical unknown. 

“Tve always been a huge fan of 
electronic music and dubstep, drum'n' 
bass and any of those genres,” he states. 
“Twas DJ-ing and I heard Excision and 
Toxic and Skrillex and all that stuff, and 
Iwas totally blown away. Istarted 
fucking around with it, putting the 
songs on and put ar overitand 


erhaps the biggest surprise about The Path OF 
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shit, and Iwas like, Т can get this shit to work! I'm gonna take 
this to Munky and see what he thinks...’ So I played this stuff for 
Munkyand he was like, ‘Oh my god! What the fuck is that? That's 
some fucking heavy shit!’ Then I got Fieldy in the room and he 
was the same, so l said, ‘So do you wanna go in this direction?" 
We weren't even talking about doing a new record at that point. 
We thought we'd do a couple of songs and see what happens. 

So that's when I contacted Sonny [Jon Moore, aka Skrillex] and 
hewasa huge Korn fan. I called him up and asked him if he ма 
interested in doing a couple of songs with us and he said, 'Fuck 
yes! Just tell mewhent' So, we got home from tour and he came 
down for a day, and we did Get Up. That was the first song and 
we were all saying, 'Holy shit, we really got something here!" 


summer of 2011, the reaction was both intense and 
extremely diverse, ranging from those who immediately 
denounced the entire notion ofthe band working with dubstep 
DJs as a desperate attempt to pick up some cool points, to 
those who volubly and excitedly embraced the whole thing, 
recognising it as something fresh and vital from a band who have 
seldom been afraid to fuck around and try new things. 

“Ipay attention to what the kids say online, but as I say to 
everyone, I've been in this business 18 motherfuckin’ years and Idon't 
really give a fuckany more!” laughs Jonathan. “Korn fans, God bless ‘em 
and I love ‘em, but we can't win for fucking losing with Korn fans. Either 
they want something like the first album and we give “em the first album or 
they want something else and they're never happy. There are lots of fans 
stuck in the 90s and thereare lots of open-minded ones who love See You 
On The Other Side just as much. I love all of ‘em, man. I remember when I put 
Get Upon Facebook, just a 15-second clip, and people were freaking the fuck 
out and I went up on there and said, ‘I love the Korn fans because you're so 
fucking passionate, period.’ Love us or hate us, you're still passionate about 
our band and that means a lot to me. My goal in life andin my career is to 
always push the limit and go against the grain.” 

Like most of the greatest bands of all time, when youhear Korn you 
know it's them, and that still holds true when Skrillex is hurling his digital 
spanners into the machinery. 

“We kept this shit true to the Korn sound and respected the dubstep and 
electronic aspects of it too,” says the singer. “We didn'twant to disrespect 
either part of the style. We wanted to keep the integrity there. Itwas very 
difficult to do that. We had no fucking clue what we were doing, the 
producers had no clue what they were doing with us, but we just turned the 
studio into this mad scientist's lab and we came up with this new style of 
music and it fucking worked! I think this record is a culmination of my life's 
work. I've been into metaland electronic music my whole life, and to hear 
the two things meshed together perfectly like that? It feels good.” 


W hen Korn unveiled Get Up forthe first time online in the 
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asound that conquers all in 2012, but unlike certain other metal bands 
who have merely hired dubstep DJs to remix their tunes ога brief burst 
of hipster appeal, The Path Of Totality is а true collaboration, with Korn and 
their electronic comrades jamming together in the band's Bakersfield studio, 
creating songs from scratch and stirring the soup until it tasted just right. 
The startling thing about the whole album is that the combination is such 
a natural and seamless fit, with songs like Chaos Lives In Everything and 
recent 'single' (if such things still exist in any meaningful sense) Narcissistic 
Cannibal sounding as convincing and inspired as Blind and Shoots And 
Ladders did backin 1994. 
Metal purists will continue to bitch and whine about the whole thing, 
ише ссе andtherċ is more than efiough red-hlopded old-school trf out 


Т he current ubiquity of dubstep is inescapable and it looks certain to be 
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thereto keep them happy, but if you want to 
hear something that dares to reach forthe 
future while still pounding you into the dust, 


Korn are more than happy to oblige. 


'Tdon'twantto do some bullshit nostalgia 
tour with Korn, Limp Bizkit and Staind, you 
know?" the frontman concludes. "That's 
what people want us to do? Fuck no. I'n 
gonna do something that's cool as fuck to 
do. Who gives a fuck if we're 40? It's just 
a number. With age comes wisdom 
and having such great guys like 

Munky, Fieldy and Ray in the band, 
thatare passionateabout music and 
are open-minded, Ithink that had 
everything to do with making this 
record. This is the start of something, 


и 
man. Im fucking excited!" ske 


THE PATH OF TOTALITY IS OUT NOW VIA 
ROADRUNNER. KORN HITTHE UK THIS 
MARCH - HEAD OVERTO LIVE EVILON 
РАСЕ 133 FOR THE DATES 
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Johan Hegg: Amon 
Amarth's chief Viking. u 


THUNDER 


FROM TURISAS TO ENSLAVED TO AMON AMARTH, THE FUSION OF METAL WITH VIKING IMAGERY 
HAS BECOME AN ENDURING FEATURE OF OUR MUSICAL LANDSCAPE. BUT WHERE DID IT COME 
FROM? AND WHY, ІМ 2012, ARE MORE METALHEADS THAN EVER RAISING THEIR HORNS? 


WORDS: DOM LAWSON 


heenduring power of heavy Manowar, but the first music that could trulybe | side-stepped most ofthe clichés that were 
metaland its unerring ability to | regarded as quintessentially Viking emerged, | prevalent in the more traditional scene. It was 
embolden usagainstlfestrials | appropriately enough, from Sweden. Already | just special. No one else has captured that 
and tribulations is a far more | a metallic pioneer of some distinction, Hammerheartand Twilight OF The Gods sound.” 
complexand substantial Bathory's late, great founder and creative Ahuge influence on countless extreme metal 
phenomenon than most people outside of our | dynamo Tomas ‘Quorthon’ Forsberg embraced | bands, Bathorys early works focused on more 
world would ever giveitcreditfor. Asbroad and | Viking culture with greatalacrity as the 80s | simple-minded notions of anti-Christianity 


bold in scope and ambition than any literary, | drew toa close with albums like 19905 and evil that clearly had an impact on Norway 
cinematic or other artisticsubgenre or monumental Hammerheart and 1991's equally | and Sweden's nascent black metal scene. 
culture, metal resonatesand even though itis | granciose follow-up Twilight OF The Gods. Asa result, and in contrast to what had gone 
often guilty of revelling in cliché and cartoon | ^ "TheVikinginfluencein metal wasallquite | before, the band'simmersionin Nordic folklore 
imagery, its most potent and long-lasting cartoon-like before Bathory,” states Primordial | and Viking imagery presented those who 
themes help to ensure struggled to relate 
thatmany ofuswillhave — — tothe malevolent 


lationship with ti " 
ev “| DON'T THINK PEOPLE IN GENERAL GO рое 


bands like Mayhem 


entire lives. No wonder, AROUND PRETENDING TO BE EVIL ALL and Burzum with 
then, that the metal amore culturally 
scene has developed THE TIME. | THINK MOST METALHEADS  pertinentaltern. 
such a natural and sturdy ative. Oneofthe 
bond with the epic WANT TO BE MORE ABOUT PARTYING, irstscandinavian 
stories, history and ASPECT bands to proclaim 
sores teens АМР IN THAT VIKINGS ARE — Wn 
the Vikings: those fear- EXCEPTIONAL ROLE MODELS” purveyors of Viking 


less and sophisticated metal, 
warriors, merchants AMON AMARTH’S JOHAN HEGG ON THE NATURAL MARRIAGE OF VIKINGS AND HEAVY METAL Enslaved 
and explorers who = looked 
dominated the high beyond 
seas and spread their culture across Europe frontman Alan Averill, who has also fronted theloincloths and broadswords of 


and Asia from the eighth to the 11th centuries | Twilight OfThe Gods, a band originally formed | Manowar to a deeper affinity 
AD. Although the term Viking metal itself | to perform Bathory material with the blessing | withthe Vikings that proved to 
has numerous, often conflicting meanings, | ofQuorthon'sfamily. "With Bathory, forthe | bea fundamental inspiration in 
stretching from the windswept bombast of | firsttime, itjust sort of reached for something. | theirartistic endeavours. 


mid-period Bathory through to the theatrical | other, something a little more esoteric, going ; 
pomp of Turisas, the links between Viking downanother channel rather than doing itin 可 n Norway, we're x 
culture and the metal scene are clear and long | a cartoon way. It was the epic scale ofthe taught about 

established; a gloriously effective symbiosis | music. That was the first time the Viking thing the Viking» "n 
ofideals and romanticism expertly brewed in | was done in that slow-moving, heavy way. age but with a 

the mead barrels of Valhalla itself. Metal's Iremember bringing Hammerheart home and sense of distance, 


love of Viking sagas and imagery undeniably | beingconfusedas hell, notsuresfiljkediti | asifit'sa partof 3 é X 
stretches back to Led Zeppelin, of course, and | But they were always a step of twagfiedtjef ~p l-historuġhrathapnenet Y 
the influence of such heroictales canbe clearly | everybody. Itwasthefirsttirfeġhatfietvvo rea L „СЭП 
heard and seen in the musicandimageryof | music showed a level of cultutal anafħisforicald апаш, пе dA 
many an 80s metal band, most notably awareness like that, with epic music that shouldn't get > Г 3 


|t 
jame that means "Wolf" in both Norwlgian. 
emes whilst taking an explicit anti-pol 


too involved in,” says guitarist Ivar Bjørnson. 
“The only time you meet this heritage is when you 
watch football and drunk Norwegians show up in. 
the horned helmets. But for us it representeda 
complete system to work in both personally and 
artistically. We didn’t feel a connection with the 
Satanism in black metal, so the Viking mythology 
and culture appeared to bea very open, flexible 
system to work within, as a system for personal 
philosophy and musically, artistically and 
conceptually too. It was a stark opposite to the 
monotheistic or political world we see around 
us, If the mind isa multi-sided dice, so to speak, 
the systems we see around us are like a square 
hole and all these weirdly shaped personalities 
are trying to be squeezed through that hole, 
whereas pre-Christian and pre-monotheistic 
systems are more flexible so you can have a lot 
of differently shaped holes that you can squeeze 
personalities through, in terms of developing and 
finding new thoughts and inspiration. There's 
a lot of room to create your own interpretations 
andtocontinueand evolve from there." 
As easy as itis for cynics to sniggerat. 
the thought of drunken metal fans 
waving plastic swords, wearing 
horned helmets and screeching 
along to hymns to Odin and Thor, as 
Enslaved have demonstrated there 
| E is clearly something more going on 
here; something that transcends 
music and reaches deep into the 
heart of ourentire culture as fans 
of heavy music and members of 
aworldwide community of like- 
minded individuals. 
"Ithinkthe defining featureof 


"TT: Viking metal is a celebration of a 
am. 4 masculinity thatis disinterested 
<s> in image, but ratherwran] i 


promote a kind of car 
ofthe horde,” states D 

Scott, one of the world’ lu 
premier metalhead 


Viking imagery strikes a chord 
with right-thinking metallers 


Twosmmusn 


academics. "At the sametime it presents a 
heavy metal identity that is rooted in myth and 
asa result it's apolitical. I think the appeal has 
something to do with what I see as a healthy 
preference foridentity connected o story- 
telling. It also captures the theme of alienation 
in metal, of the kind that states 'Tdo not belong 
herein this present world and day and age, my. 
identity lies elsewhere. It's the same alienation 
that Black Sabbath articulated so well in 
offering a possibility of escape from urban 
Midlands drudgery into the void. The void can 
then either be left that way or itis an open book 
to be filled in with whatever myths, histories 
and stories one wants to. I think this is also part 
of why the folk music tradition has always been 
so closely courted by the metal community.” 


fcourse, beyond the metal scene there 
isa huge, thriving culture and industry 


А SGT 


substantial subcultüre: 2, re-enactment 
societies, wherein the epic battles and warrior 


"THE DEFINING FEATURE IS A CELEBRATION OF A MASCULINITY 
PROMOTE A KIND OF CAMARADERIE OF THE HORDE" 


myths of ancienttimes are 
played out for (semi-)real by avid 
enthusiasts from a wide range 

of backgrounds. For several 
decades, the Jorvik Centre in York 
-a city that, as any Viking aficionado will tell 
you, was once conquered by the superbly named 
Ivar The Boneless - has been one ofthe UK's 
major historical tourist attractions. Meanwhile, 
іп 2009, ourvery own glorious Bloodstock 
festival was descended upon by Dark Age 
re-enactment society The Vikings, all dressed т 
authentic costumes and displaying the martial 
skills of true ancient warriors, much to the 
beer-sodden delight of all who witnessed it. Not 
surprisingly, however, Sweden is the best place 
togo if you want to get close to the real sights 
and sounds of the Viking age. As frontman with 
Amon Amarth, a bandwho have consistently 
plundered Viking imagery and stories fortheir 
musicand artwork, Johan Hegg is almost 
duty-boundto be an authority on the whole 
phenomenon. 

"Well yes, in Sweden we have many historical 
museums, of course," he tells Hammer. "And 
there are quite a few outdoor museums where 
they rebuild Viking villages. In the south of 
Sweden there's a place called the Foteviken 
which is like an authentic, rebuilt Viking village. 
Also, ontheisland of Gotland in the Baltic Sea, 
every year they have the medieval festival which 
goes from the Viking era to the Renaissance in 
Sweden, so the presence of people who are into 
Viking themes are very prominent at that 
festival as well. A lot of people are very 
interested in that part of our history and I think 
that's because it's very mysterious in lots of 
ways but it's also very interesting because of 
the culture ofit. Vikings are ourancestors and 
they were not just brutal savages. They were 
skilled craftsmen andartists and poets and 
everything. There's so many different aspects 
toitthat people are beginning to discover and 
itappeals to a lot of people.” 


ArguablytheforemostViking-themed band 
operating within metal today, Amon Amarth are 
a shining example of how the powerof heavy 
music fits so perfectly with tales of Viking 
myths and legends, epic battles and intrepid 
journeys by longship. 

"Forme, the links between Vikings and metal 
began with Led Zeppelin, of course, and Iron 
Maiden and even Black Sabbath, the Tyr album," 
says Johan. “But when I got into the band and 
we started writing music, it wasn’t meant to 
be Viking-inspired. It just happened because 
Istarted writingaboutitand we all felt we 
had some common ground there with stuff 
that we allin the band could relate to and it 
seems that a lot of the fans can relate to it too. 
Over the years we've been in touch with people 
who are into the re-enactment side of things. 
They're crazy but they're a lot of funto hang 
out with! They're so dedicated and it's really 
interesting to see how strongly they get into 
it. I'm too old to start now, but if this had 
been around when Iwas in my early 205 think 
Iwould've been interested in getting involved 
Биё тап old fart now! Ha ha ha!" 

Tt must be satisfying to see how 
enthusiastically the fans embrace the imagery 
and culture surrounding your musictoo, right? 

“Oh yeah, definitely,” Johan agrees. "You can 
see it happening at almost every show! I think 
one of the weirdest things I've seen маза guy 
who came dressed in a proper bearskin with a 
bear's head, which was pretty strange. You see 
all that kind of stuff, people waving swords and 
plasticaxes, they wear chainmail and full 
armour. There's been some crazy stuff but it's all 
fun and it adds to the showand the whole live 
experience for everyone. Ithink it's really cool.” 


thousand miles away from the sombre 
А м therestless 

soul-searching of Enslaved's early works, 
the bands that have become allied to the Viking 
metal tag - albeit often involuntarily - over the 
past decade or so have taken the genre into 
more celebratory and often more light-hearted 
territory ("The Disney version of Viking metal!” 
says Ivar Bjørnson with a wry chuckle). The lines 
between what we recognise as Viking metal, 
folk metal and pagan metal are undeniably 
blurred and often arbitrarily applied and few of 
those involved write exclusively within Viking 
themes. However, thanks to the likes of turisas 
(whose second album, The Varangiag 779), 
memorably offered a wildly vivid portrayal of 
the Vikings’ journey from their frostbitten 
homeland to the streets of Constantinople) 


Ensiferum, Metsatöll, Tyr and Moonsorrow (who, 
tobe fair to the Finnish crew, pointedly describe 
theirambitious Bathory-tinged bombast as 
“epic heathen metal’), the bond between the 
sound of crushing heavy metaland the 
menacing swish of the Viking warrior's axe has 
never been stronger, Nor has it ever been more 
widely espoused and enjoyed, even ifthe Viking 
metal tag itself is one that most of the bands 
concerned view with a degree of bemusement. 

“Tthinkall ofthe Viking metal and folk metal, 
theyre ай very corrupt and confused in terms 
of musical genres,” argues Turisass frontman, 
Mathias ‘Warlord’ Nygard. “As a kid Iwas always 
interested in history and Nordic folklore and 
mythology, but when Istarted discovering 
bands like Amorphis, who had a couple of. 
albums in the early 905 that were still very 
death metal but very influenced by Finnish 
folklore, that was the initial sparkfor me to get 
much more into it. Now there are so many bands 
that sound so different, so it's more about the 
audience than the bands themselves. I don't 
thinkthe bands decide to follow particular. 
themes about Vikings or folklore. It's more of 
a natural outcome. I don’t think will suddenly 
change and start writing pop songs in a 
completely different format like Madonna would 
write or something! [think that traditional 
storytelling isjust something that is built 
into what we do and the Vikings have been 
prominent so far. The tradition of telling stories 
will remain if we're singing about Vikings or 
something completely different." 

One common misconception about heavy 
metalis that itis entirely founded on a need 
for escapism and fantasy. Grandiloquent 
narratives detailing theadventures of 
marauding Vikings on the stormy seas certainly 
serve that purpose well, but thereis also plenty 
within those tales that exhibits a sharp and 
poignant relevance to the real life experience 
of many metalheads. Notions of community, 
solidarity, battling against the trials of life 
and the everlasting search for meaning and 
purpose have all been integral tenets of 
metallic expression from the early works of 
Black Sabbath through to the present day. 

"That mythology fits perfectly into every 
teenage'ldentification with heavy metal and it 
Ghad form resto pis aad rebellion. say 
Alan ей "Rift ifiyeu Wanttoscratch the: 
surface with these Kinds of pre-Christian > 
myths, thereare lessons to be learned. 


IT TAKES 
A. PILLAGE 


METAL HAMMER SPOKETO THOMAS 
KEELEY, A PASSIONATE MEMBER OF 
RE-ENACTMENT CREWTHE VIKINGS AND 
MEMBEROFUKMETAL BANDS RAVENAGE 
AND CRYPTICAGE, ABOUT WHATIT FEELS 
LIKETO DONTHE HORNED HELMETAND 
RELIVE THE VIKING ERA... 


HOW DID YOU BECOME INVOLVED IN VIKING 
RE-ENACTMENT? 
workingina pubin York where the 
landlord was helpinga group to build a long- 
boat. To launcha charitythey were going to take 
alongboat made of fibreglass from Yorkto 
Stamford Bridge to commemoratea battle that 
tookplacein 1066 there. Itsounded likea laugh 
andI'd always been interested inhistory so I 
joined them in what can only be described asan 
adventure, Thefirstthing we dîd was to ПИ my 
new drinking horn with vodkaandget hammered. 
Itwas oneof the best experiences of my ife. 


WHATIS IT ABOUT VIKING CULTURETHAT 
RESONATES SO STRONGLY WITH YOU? 
“Itharks backto atime that 

and heroes. When you read the great sag; 
old tales of men being greatadventurers and 
mighty warriors, and you realisethis is history 
and not something from a Dungeons & Dragons. 
book, that's when it becomes so appealing. 
Thereis great humourand humanitvabout the 
people who lived in thi 

they ight, they love. It 

been forcefed Christian ideologyforso long. 


ukfor more info. 


v vikingsontine. 


Crimfall a Viking horde 
with twin vocals 


“ABOUT THE 


"IN NORWAY, WERE TAUGHT 
VIKING AGE BUT WITH 
A. SENSE OF DISTANCE, AS IF ITS A 
PART OF HISTORY THAT HAPPENED 

SOMEWHERE ELSE AND THAT WE , 
SHOULDN'T GET TOO INVOLVED IN 


ENSLAVED'S IVAR BJORNSON ON DISCOVERING HIS ROOTS: 


Peoplelook backwards, maybein a romantic 
way, and they may think, ‘Well, maybe there's 

a better way than what we have now and 
Igenuinely subscribe to that too as well. 
Hopefully that will stick with some people and 
inspirethem. Hopefully some people do take 
something from it and maybe go on and find out 
more about where they come from, their own 
culture and ancestry. Maybe we can identify. 
the popularity of Viking and pagan metal with 
some small groundswell of people, rot just. 

in metal but in society in general, that are 
embracing a different outlook on life." 

“Itis a natural relationship and they're valid 
parts of the metal culture,” says Ivar Bjørnson. 
“It's like in sport: you have boxing and you have 
chess. Different ways of using the brain. We 
stopped describing ourselves as Viking metal 
because it became something else, something 
more jolly! We could've puta stickeron our 
album saving ‘No accordions! No jumping 
around in the forest!’ Ha hal But the Viking 
mindsetis still present in what we do. In one 
way we've come full circle, using that ancient 
language but now it’s а very contemporary and 

present comment about existence. It’s not 
arevivalist thing. We're very happy with 
electricity and the wonders of the world, 
but there's lot of things in the realm of 
thinkingand human potential that can 
be explored through this stuff." 


etal's status as the 
music of the outsider, 
he dispossessed and 


the disillusioned has always 
been at the heart ofits 
longevity and perennial 
appeal to those of us who 
feel that the societal status 
quo needsa gleaming 

broadsword shoved briskly 

up the shitpipe ona regular 


Eqslaved's Маг Bjornsoni: 
accordion-free zone! 


basis. And whether you connect with Viking 
metal from a straightforward musical 
standpoint or on a more profound philosophical 
level, it seems reasonable to conclude that 
there is simply more to stir the blood, fire the 
imagination and nourish the soul within the 
brutal grandeur and otherworldly allure of 
Viking mythology than within any comparable 
period of human history. And beyond that, of 
course, if you can't relate to the idea of being 

a Viking with a warrior's heart pounding in 
your chestas you set sail with the promise of 
new horizons, bloody triumph and an 
extravagant, mead-fuelled banquetat every 
possible opportunity then you are almost 
certainly not doing this heavy metal thing 
properly. Ultimately, people needa healthy 
dose of inspiration to help them along life’s 
meandering path. People need heroes, andthe 
Vikings fit that bill perfectly. 

“Tthink you've pretty much hit the nail on 
the head there,” concurs Johan Неда. “Ithink 
it's the epic sagas, the epic stories. For meat 
least, that's what makes it work. There's so 
much emotion and grandeur in there, but. 
also brutality, It goes so well with the music. 
TfT had to guess, I'd say that's why people 
seem to embrace it so much. They're tales 
froma simpler time, Ithink. Lalso think that 
people get fed up with all the evilimagery. 
Idon't think people in general go around 
pretending to be evilallthe time. I think most 
metalheads want to be more about partying, 
and in that aspect Vikings are exceptional 
role models because they were really fucking 
good at that!" 


AMON AMARTH HEADLINE HAMMERFEST 
| IN MARCH AT PONTIN'S, PRESTATYN, 

| NORTH WALES. ENSLAVED PLAY METAL 

| HAMMERS DESTROYERS OF THE FAITH 

| TOUR IN MARCH. CHECK LIVE EVIL ON 
PAGE 133 FOR FULL LISTINGS 


EPIC TALES 


FIVE ESSENTIAL RELEASES EVERY 
VIKING SHOULD PACK WITH THEIR 
DRINKING HORN. 


BATHORY 
HAMMERHEART, 1990 
Arguably the ultimate, 
artfulexpression of Viking | 
mythology through heavy 
music, thismasterpieceis | 
so powerfully evocative, 
the listener can almost 
feel theicy Norsewinds 
as monumental riffs and 
epicmelodies cascadefrom the speakers. 


ENSLAVED 

ELD, 1997 

Undeniably extreme but 

with an edge of near- 
psychedelicinvention that 

setthem firmlyapartfrom | 

their black metal country- 

men, Enslaved’s take 

ontheViking era wa 
windswept but laudably 

cerebral affair. Their steadyjourneyinto the 
prog stratosphere began in earnest right here. 


MOONSORROW 
KIVENKANTAJA, 2003 

Heathen metal from the 

frozen wastes of Finland, 
Moonsorrow’ssoundis, 
overwhelmingly epicin 
scopeandatrue voyage 

into theheartofancient 

times. Brutaland 

beautifulin equal 
measure, this grandiose 
masterwork exuded the Vikings’ 
ofadventure via wild, creative audacity. 


TURISAS 

THEVARANGIAN WAY, 2007 
Aconceptalbum about 

Vikings travelling from 
theirScandinavian 

homelandtothe 

Byzantine Empire, the 

second Turisas album 

married vibrant narrative 
tounashamedly 

theatrical metal bombast, Anthems like To 
Holmgard And Beyondand Five Hundred And 
One placed us at the heart oftheaction. 


AMON. 

AMARTH 

TWILIGHT OFTHE 

THUNDERGOD, 2008 

Firmly rooted in their 

trademark melodic death 
metal, Amon Amarth's 
seventhalbum took the 
Swedestonew heights of 

popularity, notleastdue 

to the sheer victorious 
aggression of neck-wreckers like Guardians Of 
Asgaardand the insanely catchytitle track. 
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Bombastic, anthemic and packing one of the most spectacularly fun live shows on 
the planet, Swedish power metal heroes Sabaton are fast becoming living legends. 


ike most 
Scandinavians, Раг 
Sundstrém might 
not recognise the 
phrase ‘to fly by the 
seat of one’s pants’ - 
toreach a miraculous 
conclusion Бу completely 
accidental means - but that's 
exactly what the bass player and 
his group Sabaton have achieved. 

As 2011 drew to a close the 
Swedes performed а critically 
acclaimed, sold-out show at 
London's Koko, the culmination 
ofa remarkable year that saw the 
power metallers triumph in the 
Breakthrough category at last 
vear's Metal Hammer Golden God awards. 
Seven albums into a careerthat had alwavs 
seemed unlikely to blossom on this side of 
the North Sea, Sabaton have succeeded in 
carving outa niche as a hugely popular 
international attraction. And yet, just over 
10 years ago, they were little more than 
a figment of the overactiveimaginations 
oftwo school friends. 

“Daniel Mullback and I were both long- 
haired 14-year-olds, so we decided to 
make a band - only neither of us could 
play an instrument," relates Par. "We 
were introduced to this supposedly 
'evil' guy, the kind that butchers cats 
in his house and has walls covered in 
blood. Although he turned out not to 
be nothing of the kind, he joined and 
of course it was good for our reputation. 
But then, for the next year, nothing 
happened. We had artwork but we didn’t 


rehearse and there were no gigs. 
We didn’t do anything ~ we couldn’t 
do anything, because we were 
completely crap; utterly worthless.” 

“We even went along to the 
Sweden Rock Festival and handed 
out demo-tapes that were blank,” 
he chuckles. “It was ridiculous - we 
had band photographs, but there 
was no music. Amazingly, though, 
we managed to build up some hype 
without even playing a gi 

An early turning point was а 
meeting between Par and Daniel, 
who by this point had taught 
himself to play the drums, and 
Joakim Brodén, Sabaton's 
eventual frontman. 

“At the time, Joakim was a church 
organist,” recalls Par, fully aware of how 
dumb this statement must sound. “We didn’t 
even really havea band, but what the fuck... 
we took himin. 

“Oh man, those first rehearsals,” continues 

the bass player, voice trailing off whilst 

‘empting to convey the group's ineptitude. 

“We had shitty songs. Everything was really, 
really bad. But Joakim had this instrumental 
song that he'd written and he played it tous 

over and over again. It made us think: “Риск, 

this guy is actually а great songwriter. So we 
hired the church organist.” 

Later entitled Shadows, the song concerned 
was inspired by The Nazgûl, the Dark Riders 
from Tolkien's The Lord Of The Rings. The track 
would eventually find its way onto Metalizer, 
the band's intended full-blown debut, 
which to theirimmense frustration was 》 
shelved by their record label for five 


years. But, backin 1998, Sabaton had a far 
more immediate problem 

"None of us could sing!” chuckles Par. "I had 
handled a few of the early songs myself but I 
really, really sucked. We tried to finda singer 
with absolutely no luck, and then Joakim made 
his own attempt.” The bass player laughs 
again. “Even with Joakim we still sucked. The 
difference was that we sucked in an interesting 
way. Не has a very special and unique voice. It 
was good enough for what we needed.” 

Somebody suggested entering a local talent 
competition. “To apply you needed a demo," 
recalls Par. "We didn't have the time to record a 
whole song, but taped a minute of musicon a 


album aboutwarfare.' We knew that we had 
something very special. This was not just some 
local small-time band anymore." 


“CRS 

twas time to find a new record deal. How- 
[ever Par placed a call to Nuclear Blast, 

the label that would eventually sign Sabaton 
in 2010, he was dismayed to be informed: “This 
band will never become anything.” “Istillfind 
that pretty amusing," һе now smirks. 

Instead, the band signed a deal with Black 


Lodge Records, a far smaller company from 
Sweden. That the song Primo Victoria, which 


"WE MET THE KIND OF GUY WHO 
BUTCHERS CATS... HE JOINED THE BAND" 


SSSR PAR SUNDSTRÖM ON SABATON TAKING SOME EARLY RISKS сла 


cassette and submitted it the day before the 
deadline. We sucked. But some people said that 
we were good andit inspired us to keep going." 


995 


n 2000, Sabaton entered a second band 
Гре -thesameeventthathad 

helped to set Europe on their way some 
years earlier. Outof 40,000 musicians they 
camefirst. Their response was to take things а 
little more seriously. Following the release of a 
debutalbum called Fist ForFight, which pooled 
the results of two demos, the band brought in 
another former school friend, Daniel Mijhr, as а 
full-time keyboard player, freeing up Joakim 
Brodén to concentrate onkis singing. 

With their intended debutalbum proper, 
Metalizer, still gathering dust on the shelves of 
Underground Symphony Records, Sabaton were 
stuckin limbo. So in 2004 they booked some 
recording time at Abyss Studios in Parlby, a 
facility owned by Peter Tägtgren of the bands 
Hypocrisy and Pain. 


"There was just one problem -we hadn't 
written the songs yet," rues Par. "We had some 
basic ideas but there were still no lyrics." 

With their usual good fortune, just like an 
anvilin a cartoon, a career-defining moment 
was about to drop onto Sabaton's heads. 

"The night before we were scheduled to start 
recording, Joakim and Iwere drinking and 
watching Saving Private Ryan,” relates Par, who 
found himself making a mental connection 
between the apocalyptic power of heavy metal. 
and director Steven Spielberg's Academy Award- 
winning 1998 blockbuster, the deafening first 
half an hour of which attempts to recreate the 
living hell of World War IT's D-Day beach assault 
of the invasion of Normandy. 

“We used the idea on a song called Primo 
Victoria, and Istill recall sitting in the studio 
during the playback and being blown away by 
how wellit had worked," he recounts. "That 
was the moment at which I realised that 
Sabaton would be my life's work. Before too 
long we also had another song called Panzer 
Battalion and said, “ОК, let's make the whole 


means ‘First Victory’, should become the title 
trackofthe album wasa complete no-brainer. 
Produced by Peter Tagtgren’s younger brother 
Tommy, the group's second release represented 
solid improvement over the fairly rudimentarv 
Fist For Fight. From this point on, Sabaton 
would almost exclusively align their power- 
metal riffs to military-themed imagery. 
“Nobody can dispute that warfare isa reality, 
and we wanted something with a connection 
with the realworld,” explains Par. “The invasion 
of Normandy changed the entire face of the 
planet — it was subject matter that everybody 
knew about and of course musically speaking 
there was a tie-in with loud explosions, violence 
and bloodshed, so it made complete sense.” 
However, besides singing about Operation 
Desert Storm on Reign Of Terrorand the Vietnam 
conflict with Into The Fire, Primo Victoriaalso 
introduced an alternative Sabaton tradition. 
The first of a trilogy ofcelebratorv tunes, its 
final song, Metal Machine, was a full-blown 
hymn to metal, with lyrics sewn together 
from songtitles by the band’s heroes such 


YEARS ACTIVE 
1999 -PRESENT 


MEMBERS 

JOAKIM BRODÉN Vocals 
OSKAR MONTELIUS Guitar 

RIKARD SUNDÉN Guitar 

PÄR SUNDSTRÖM Bass 
DANIEL MULLBACK Drums 
DANIEL MYHR Keyboards 

RICHARD LARSSON Drums (1999-2001) 


STUDIO RELEASES 
FISTFORFIGHT 2000 
PRIMO VICTORIA 2005 
ATTERO DOMINATUS 2006 
METALIZER 2007 
THE ART OF WAR 2008 
COATOFARMS 2010 
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WWW.SABATON.NET 
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asIron Maiden, Manowar, Metallica, Rainbow, 
Dio, WASP and many more. On subsequent 
albums they did likewise with fists-in-the-air 
sequels Metal Crüe and Metal Machine. 

"Itwas important to prove that although 
Sabaton sings brutal songsabout war, that’s 
not the only reason we exist,” he explains. 
“The mostimportant thing about us is our 
music - the lyricsare secondary. We area 
heavy metal band and we love to party. 

"When you only listen toa song like Rise Of 
Evil [from Primo Victoria, which addresses the 
rise of the Third Reich and World War II's 
commencement] you'll see us in one particular 
light,” he elaborates. “We want to erase that 


address such issues as al-Qaeda and the Taliban 
(via the song In The Name Of God) and even the 
peacekeeping forces of the United Nations 


& (courtesy of Light In The Black). 


"That was early in our career, before we took 
thetime to think things out,” he replies. “Now 
we have realised the consequences of writing 
about such matters. It's OK to write aboutthe 
Nazis being bad guys, but something that's 
happening in the world right nowis а lot more 
difficult. If something appears interesting then 
we must decide whether or not it'll affect any- 
body. In the past we've been accused of being 
neo-Nazis or extreme Right Wing activists = 
communists, even – but read the lyrics; you 


"WE HANDED OUT DEMO TAPES THAT 
WERE BLANK. IT WAS RIDICULOUS. 


一 一 SABATON NEVER DID THINGS THE EASY WA E — 


picture with our songs about heavy metal. We 
are not war-crazed fanatics. OK, we write lyrics 
about terrible things, but if you come to one of 
our shows you'll realise that the first rule of 
Sabaton is always to have fun. It's possible to 
sing about bad things with a smile on your face." 


CRD 


hen Primo Victoria found its way into 
\ | \ J the market in early 2005, the Euro- 
pean power metal scene was stillin 
its infancy. “The sales were tiny but the reviews 
letus know that we were doing something that 
people liked," opines Par, who dipped into his 
own pocket to finance a European tour with 
Edguy and Dragonforce in 2006, a run of dates 
that brought Sabaton to the UK for the first 
time. Aspotat the Bloodstock festival three 
years later was another memorable milestone. 
“Мете tight friends with Dragonforce," says 
Pär, alluding notonly to the tours the two 
bands have played together but also the fact. 
that Frédéric Leclercq deputised onstage 
with Sabaton for Rikard Sunden when 
the rhythm guitarist became a father. 
"Every time we come to England they 
showup. Sam (Totman, guitarist] always 


says he is such a great fan of ours that he will 
stealour songsand speed them upfor their 
own albums so that nobody will notice!” 
Páradmits that working within Sabaton's 
own well-defined parameters of combat- 
themed lyrics can sometimes be limiting but, as 
he reveals, the band can rely upon outside help. 
“Its hard to find such legends [to turn into 
songs] from Swedish history books alone," he. 
points out, "but our fansare amazing. For the 
Coat OF Armsalbum [in 2010] we asked themto 
send in ideas and we received more than 10,000 
replies. Since then we'vereceived as many 
again, but of course there's some duplication 
and some are just plain unsuitable, particularly 
the guys who said: "You should do a song about 
Star Wars. That doesn't make any sense. 
"Thereare also peoplewho want us to write 
about current conflicts, and that's something 
we really don't want to get into,” he continues. 
“We're a historical band, nota political one." 
Paris perhaps forgetting that the band's 
third album, 20065 Attero Dominatus, did 


will find our political beliefs very strange and 
complicated. We have addressed so many 
subjects, approaching them from all sides. For 
instance, we have taken the point of view ofa 
soldier and of course those opinions must be 
expressed ina very aggressive way to make a 
point. But that doesn’t mean Sabaton share 
the same beliefs as this fictional soldier." 
Stillin the realm of blurred boundaries, the 
Attero Dominatus album also includes a song, 
Back In Control, which was inspired by the 1982 
conflict between Britain and Argentina over the 
Falkland Islands. With its lyric of: ‘Orders from 
the iron maiden, get the islands back/Failure 
will not be accepted, call for artillery strike, 
launch attack’, it refers to the nickname of the 
then-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, who 
senta naval task force to successfully reclaim 
the territory for the UK. Between the two sides 
more than 900 casualties were suffered. 
"That's another song that we wrote by trying 
to put ourselves in the position of a soldier -a 
British one who was just doing his job, having 
been sent there on behalf of his 
country,” states Par, obviously illatease 
with the conversation. 
So Sabaton are not saying that the 
Falklands belong in British hands? 


"No, no, по!" һе exclaims, horrified. "Back 
In Control is a song that we would no longer 
writetoday because it's too politically loaded. 
All we were trying to do was put ourselves in 
the shoes of a soldier sent to fightin a foreign 
land. It’s not my place to say who rightfully owns 
the Falklands. I don't fucking know! Maybe in 
50 years’ time the song will make more sense.” 

Tt'sa song that could never be performed in 
Argentina; certainly notif the band wanted to 
get out alive. 

That is true,” agrees Pär wearily. “It upset a 
lot of people in Argentina, which isa place that 
we havea lot of fans. Ironically, though, a lot 
of our Argentinean fans discovered us thanks 
to that song, which in some ways is great. But 
don't know what would happen if Sabaton 
wentto Argentina now. We certainly wouldn't 
try to do such a thing without bodyguards.” 


SERS 


nother reason for Sabaton's rise to 
py. presence of Daniel 

Myhrs keyboards in their music. They're 
rightly proud of being а heavy metal band, but 
unlike many power metal groups the keys are 
not used as some secondary instrument. 
They're every bit as important as Oskar 
Montelius and Rikard Sundén's guitars. 

“Absolutely,” Par nods enthusiastically. 

"Joakim's our main songwriter. When he writes, 
he doesn’t even touch a guitar. Take away the 
keyboards from Sabaton and the band would 
definitely suffer. Remove any of our » 
members and Sabaton would fall apart.” 


ESSENTIAL 


ISTENING 


THE ALBUMS EVERY METALHEAD SHOULD OWN 


Insomewaysit 
was fitting that 
Sabaton, a band 
witha historic 
warfare fixation, 
hailing froma 
nation that last 
foughta battle 
solongago 
nobody 
remembersit, would turn to an ancient Chinese 
military general for help with theirdefining 
statement. When it comes to a ruckthe Swedesare 
abitoutof practise, you know? Sabaton named 
their fourthalbum aftera book by Sun Tzu, the 
kevboard-lifted metal of Ghost Division, 
Panzerkampf and The Price OFA Mile embellished by 
aspoken-word segment from the 2,500-year-old 
tome. Its combination of big riffs, heroic choruses 
and rousingsong structures has yet to be surpassed. 


METALIZER 


BLACK LODGE, 2007 


Sabaton had 
almostabandoned 
hopeofthisalbum 
evergetting 
released. Finally 
‘issued afterfive 
years, Metalizeris 
acombination of 
the band’s demo 
tapesand superior 
re-recordingsofthesame material Lyrically, it's 
differenttothealbumsthat made their name, with 
subjects suchas motorcycles (Hellrider), Vikings. 
(Thunderstorm) and Christianity (Burn Your Crosses). 
Thesongsarealso perhapsa little pacier than we are 
accustomed to. As suchit'san anomaly in their 
catalogue, but don'tassume the worst. Although the 
band werestilltrying to settle upon a style, there's 
plenty herethat's worth seeking one’s teeth into. 
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CORT ОР ARMS 
Alignedtoa 
tarder than ever 
soundandthe 
promotionalpush 
lofa heavyweight 
record label, 
Sabatonssixth 
album wasalso 
their first to make 
thechartsoutside 
of Sweden. Besides improving levels of writingand 
performanceand Joakim Brodén's unique vocals, 
Sabaton were researching their subjects better than 
ever. The lyrics to Wehrmacht, for instance, were 
based on testimonies ofsurvivors ofthe Nazi 
soldiers’ atrocities. This made the likes of The Final 
Solution ‘Sentaway ona train on aone-way trip to 
hell/Enter the gates Auschwitz awaits’) allthemore 
harrowing. Atleast the mood was lightened bythe 
endearing foolishness of Metal Ripper. 


WORLD WAR LIVE: 
BATTLE OF THE 
BALTIC SEA 


NUCLEAR BLAST, 2011 


This beautiful 
package includes 
allof Sabator'slive 
favourites spread 
across two CDs and 
3 DVD. Recordedat 
various locations. 
in 2008and 2010, it 
includes anthems 

* suchas The Price 
OFAMile, Uprising, Screaming Eagles, Primo Victoria, 
Metal Machine, Coat OfArmsand Cliffs Of Gallipoli. 
I’san indispensable souvenir of Sabaton’s well- 
honed capabilities asa liveact, though we could 
have done with less between-song waffle (especially 
as Joakim often addresses the audiencein Swedish). 
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METAL MACHINE 
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This line of discussion leads to an important. 
statement from Par, who doesn't attempt to 
hide the shambolic way the band have clawed 
their way to a rather enviable current position. 

“The current lineup has been together since 
2005 when Daniel [Myhr] took over the 
keyboards, but apart from his addition we 
haven'tchanged a single member. When we 
started out we were complete shit. The reason 
we have improved and become successful is 
obvious - everybody in Sabaton plays their 
part. If you invited me to a party, all six of us 
would turn up. Weare completely inseparable. 

"Too many of today's bands are formed 
around a great drummer or guitarist," һе 


Though thrilled by the possibilities ahead, 
Par, who reveals that his band will perform 
more than 200 shows in the coming 12 months, 


& owns up to astonishment at the way Sabaton 


now look set of take off in the UK. 
“From the first time we came over, we were 
told: ‘Sorry, but your kind of metal will never 
work here.’ Lalways thought that was bullshit," 
he frowns. “The bands that fail - or the ones 
who play just one British date, in London - just 
arenot trying hard enough. I don'tacceptthat 
a single UK show is sufficient, which is why we 
didsix in December. That's the minimum that 
we'll alwavs do, but although they all sold out 
it'stough. Playing in Germany isa walk in the 


TF YOU INVITED ME TO А PARTY, ALL 
SIX OF US WOULD TURN UP 
WE ARE COMPLETELY INSEPARABLE' 


seek PAR EXPLAINS THE SABATON BOND а 


believes. “But then you see them onstage and 
there isno magic. The essence of our band isn't. 
that weare the greatest musicians, more that 
we are the closest friends it’s possible to find 
on this Earth. Weare more in tune with one 
another than most family members; for a third 
of our lives we've had this very special bond." 


TER- 

abaton's fifth album, 2008's The Art Of 
С War, is regarded by many as their first real 

masterpiece. Based on the book of the 
same name by the Chinese military general 
Sun Tzu, its highlights included Price ОҒА Mile, 
inspired by WWI's Battle of Passchendaele - 
a subject that Iron Maiden had also addressed 
five years earlier on Dance Of Death. 

However, it took 20105 Coat Of Arms, 
Sabaton's debut for Nuclear Blast, totransform 
them into a genuine international competitor. 

“So many doors suddenly opened for us," Par 
enthuses. 'Rightat the start of Sabaton I'd be 
phoning magazines, asking if they'd interview 


us, and the answer was always "No. And now 
we've won an award from Metal Hammer UK!” 
One thing's for sure: Having won a Hammer 
award and with a growing audience in the UK, 
Sabaton's nextalbum is crucial. Days away from 
heading into the studio to commence а seventh 
release, they stand on the verge of big things. 
“For the first time we will be working with 
PeterTágtgren as producer and engineer from 
the start of a project to its completion,” 
reveals Par proudly. "Peter's brother Tommy is 
going to co-produce and also for the first time 
in Sabaton's history we have enough time 
booked, also the right team to help us create 
something very special. That's really exciting." 
Par confirms that the new album has a 
tentative working title of Carolus Rex but won't 
be drawn on early internet reports that King 
Charles VIL and the Northern War of 1700-1721 
AD will form the basis of its subject matter. 
"The songs are written, but we are still 
finalising the concept," he states. "People are 
saying it's about time that we wrote about wars 
in our own country of Sweden.” 


park compared to making an impression inthe 
UK, but we've done several club tours and we 
always knew not to give up. Nowthat decision 
is starting to pay off.” 


CAROLUS REX WILL BE RELEASED THIS 
MAY VIA NUCLEAR BLAST 


THE FINAL 
WORD 


OUR HEROES AS RATED BY THEIR PEERS 


FREDERIC 
LECLERCQ 


BASSIST - DRAGONFORCE 


Edguyand Dragonforce. Having just joined 
Dragonforce, it wasmyfirst tour with all 

these weird English people. We shared a bus with 
Sabaton. I'vea lot of good memories and funny 
stories. Wetoured again in 2009 and had 
morefun evenif we were beaton the 
final leg ofan 18-monthtour. When. 
Rikard becamea dad in 2011, Sabaton 
asked meto helpthemasa guitar player. 
Iwas happyto go out with them fortwo 
weeks in Europe. Itwas great fun with 
great people: Tenjoved sharing 
thestagewith them and 
playing their songs, but 

refused to wear army 

pants! Asfaras lyrics 

go, thewarfarething 

dsn'tmything, Бы can see 

howsome people can relate 

toit. Iguessit's noworse 

than singing about Satan.” 


Tes Sabaton in 2006, on tour with 
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2 WHY THE FACE OF THE EUROPEAN 
3: METAL FESTIVAL IS CHANGING FOREVER 
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CANT DECIDE 


À Ul. 


lovely people at Metalcamp, you can still 
enjoy an incredible festival lineup featuring 
some of the bestimetal bands from around 
„Î theglobe- but rather than having to haul 
` your weary carcass through a soggy English 
field, you can instead kick back and relax in 
Ant the refreshing and stunning surroundings 
бїтїп, Slovenia! Home to breathtaking 


x ET 
ү EASY. Do both! Thanks to those 


“` rivers antl beaches, Tolmin is one of the most 
* attractivalocations in Europe, providing 
& МЕ fantastic background against which you 
can lose your shit to'some quality bands! 
Theaim ofthis Headbanger's Holiday is to 
take the concept of what a great metal 
festival is all about and progress it to the 
next level. Metalcamp - and its awesome 
Croatian cousin, Metalfest - will lock to 
provide quality bars, a glorious environment 
(inthe case of Metalcamp, right between 
twomountain rivers, Tolminka and Soca, 
with two 'festival-owned' beaches to boot) 
anda sweet, family-friendly atmosphere. 
Plus, there's good food, decent-quality 
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beverages, a supermarket, great 
merchandise and so much morel Metalfest 
will be taking place right beside beautiful 
beaches and will mirror its sister festivalin . 
providing one ofthe most unique festival 
experiences in the world. 2 

2012 will doubtless see the greatest ` 
Headbanger's Holidays to date, with a 
Metalcamp Slovenia and Metalfest Croatia: 2” 
set to continue to establish their positions" $ 
as two of the most exciting festivals от D 
thecontinent. ee 

Past years have seen the likes of Slayer, ` 
Mastodon, Airbourne, Meshuggah and 
Cannibal Corpse gracing the festivals’ 
stages. This year you can watch Machine 
Head, Amon Amarth, Hatebreed, Paradise 
Lost and The Black Dahlia Murder at 
Metalcamp, and Megadeth, WASP, Fear 
Factory, Behemoth and Triptykon at 
Metalfest, plus many, many more. 

Whichever you choose, you're guaranteed 
a classic lineup, a different kind of festival 
weekend and one of the best times of your 
life! Allin all, it's а no-brainer. 


are cheap flights directly to Zadar. 
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ALL THE GIGS ¥ ALBUMS * MERCH 


Max Cavalera dispenses with anger Orange Country bruisers go Dave and Eddie reunite and get 


management on album eigh back to their furious roots. |} intimate in New York 


METALHAMMERCOUI 


E rere ue t0 be published this yer. 


SOULFLY 


ENSLAVED 


Max Cavalera keeps tbe home fires burning 


t's easy to take Massimiliano Antonio 
Cavalera for granted in 2012. As the 
driving force behind Soulfly, he's spent 
the last decade and a half successfully 
keeping several steps ahead of his first band's 
long shadow. His current outfits seven 
albums to date have consistently pitched 
their ragged canvas tents somewhere between 
‘good’ and utterly great’, each combining 
knotted-fist noise with Lonely Planet-style 
excursions into world music and a strain 
of anarcho-spirituality that has placed him 
precisely halfway between Bob Marley and 
Steve Ignorant of Crass. But the halo glow of 
а new album from Brazil's favourite musical 
son seems to have dimmed in recent years. 
Omen, Conquer, Dark Ages have come and 
gone to mere murmurs of acclaim while 
lesser, trendier talents have been feted to 
the heavens. What's the poor guy got todo to 
ramp up the respect levels? Rejoin Sepultura? 
It would be a pity if Enslaved prompted little 
more than a waft of disinterest, given that it 
keeps up the stratosphericallv high standards. 
It continues the back-to-basics approach of 
the last couple of Soulfly albums (and the two 
albums he's made as Cavalera Conspiracy with 
brother Iggor). The globe-trotting musical 
tourism has been largely parked in favour 
of a sound that's as bruising and brutal as 
a police crackdown on an illegal protest camp. 
Max and his ever-shifting band of 
vagabonds and refuseniks — currently 


Kovia is working on an 
iography with Hammer scribe Joel 


Dave Grohl has written the foreword. 
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featuring guitarist Marc Rizzo, bassist Tony 
Campos and drummer David Kinkade - start. 
as they mean to go on. Resistance begins 
with a static crackle of guitar and a pounding 
drum that (deliberately?) echoes the Dead 
Kennedy's California Über Alles before 
exploding like a malfunctioning water 
cannon. The self-explanatorv, death 
metal-tinged World Scum ratchets things 

up further courtesy of a blitzkrieg of 
double-bass beats from ex-Borknagar тап 
Kinkade. Never one to hide his political 
tight under a bushel, Max's laser-beam focus 
has never been more relevant. In another 
dimension, the likes of Treachery and Legions 
would be the soundtrack to the civil 
disobedience on the streets of Wall Street 
and the City Of London. The frontman has 
never sounded less than committed; here, 
his guttural roar on Gladiator comes over 
like a call-to-arms. 


No Soulfly album would be complete 
without both cross-cultural flourishes (in this 
case а spot of Spanish guitar on Plata 0 Plomo) 
and the obligatory guest stars. Thankfully, 
he’s left the stunt casting long behind (it’s 
still not clear how or why Sean Lennon ended 
up on Primitive); here, it's Devildriver's Dez 
Fafara and Cattle Decapitation’s Travis Ryan 
who get the call up on World Scum and 
Redemption Of Man respectively. Elsewhere, 
Max keeps it in the family on Revengeance, 
roping in his kids Richie, Zyon and Igor Jr for 
a barely contained rant inspired by the death 
of stepson Dana Wells in 1998. 

Whether Enslaved is Max Cavalera’s 
passport back into metal's premier league 
remains to be seen, but if he carries on making 

records this relevant and this 
life-affirmingly angry, ultimately 
that doesn’t matter one bean. 
DAVE EVERLEY 


те 


REMAINS - 1989 


It wasn't their debut album, 
but this is where the legend 
started nevertheless: the 
corrosive thrash sound 

that turned the group into 
metal's first official Third 
World Superstars. 


à 


BSN 


Max Cavalera teamed up 
with Fudge Tunnel's Alex 
Newport for this one-off 
project that yoked the 
Seps’ guttural roar to 
Fudge Tunnel's steel-plated 
intensity. A blast furnace 
of noise 


As bruising 


and brutal as 
a police crackdown on an 


illegal protest camp 


FOUR MORE 
*KEELAH^ 


CAVALERA ALBUMS. 
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Post-Sepultura, Max's 
vision was able to fully 
blossom on Soulfiv/s 
second album, somehow 
managing to find spiritual 
peaceamid all the din. 
This was metal astrue 
world music. 


H 
i 


———M— 


Max patches things ир 
with brother Iggor and 
strips things back to the 
punk-metal basics. Tough 
and ferocious, and the 
closest we look like ever 
getting to a classic 
Sepultura reunion, 


EIGHT ALBUMS IN, DOES IT. 
GETANY EASIER TO WRITE 
A SOULFLY RECORD? 


HOW DO YOU DECIDE WHICH 
SONGS END UP WITH 
SOULFLY AND WHICH END 
UP WITH CAVALERA 
CONSPIRACY? 


WHAT'S IT LIKE HAVING 
THREE OF YOUR SONS IN THE 
STUDIO WITH YOU? DO THEY 
EVERTRY TO 8055 YOU 
AROUND? 


WHAT DID DRUMMER DAVID 
KINKADE BRING TO THE MIX? 


WHO WOULD YOU LOVE TO 
GUEST ON A SOULFLY ALBUM? 


ҒА 
C 
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Bleeding Through: 
din” marvellous 


THE GREAT FIRE 


ef © 


CARDBOARD КОВ 


F. 
FAITH NQ MORE > \ 


A return to form from the hardcore veterans 


t's crazy to think this but in their 
13th year as a band, Californian 
destroyers Bleeding Through are now 
considered seasoned veterans of the 

metallic hardcore realm. Starting out as 

а meat'n'potatoes hardcore band, these 

stalwarts of the scene have spread their 

wings over their largely outstanding career, 
breaking through with essential classic This 

Is Love, This Is Murderous, making routes 

into more melodic pastures (with sometimes 

mixed results) on The Truth and, more 
recently, striding into symphonic extreme 


metal territories, most successfully on 20085 


outstanding Declaration. Last time out, the 
band found themselves treading water 
somewhat on their fairly mediocre self-titled 
effort but, thankfully, The Great Fire is a far 
better effort that pays homage to each of 
the band’s eras without ever feeling too 
scattergun. To cut along story short, what 
you're getting here is a veritable ‘best of’ 
the band’s sound to date. 

Most notable of all is that the band hark 
back to their roots and resurrect their 
ability to detonate metallic-tinged beat- 
downs of the highest caliber. While it feels 


Bleeding Through frontman Brandan 
Schieppati was once a draft pick for 
the Major League Baseball team 
Montreal Expos. 
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as though a lot of bands within hardcore 
spend much of their tunes building up to 
beatdowns because they're devoid of craft 
and ideas, The Great Fire is a masterclass in 
seamlessly incorporating them around their 
penchant for blastbeats and forays into 
more straight-up metal territory. Final 
Hours is layers of pit-ready gang vocals, 
crunchy machismo hardcore and the band’s 
best melodic chorus since Kill To Believe, 
Everything You Love Is Gone is less than two 
minutes of furious uncompromising metal 
and, most impressively, this record doesn’t 
take any dips in quality whatsoever. All killer, 
no filler indeed. 


Marta 
Peterson 


| KEYBOARDS | 


WHILE STILL HAVING METAL. 
MOMENTS, WOULD YOU. 
AGREE THIS ALBUM 15 
CLOSER TO YOUR ROOTS 
THAN RECENT EFFORTS? 
“Talways thought of Bleeding 
Through as playing metal, 
more so than just having 
metal moments. There are 
moments on this that remind 
me of early Bleeding Through, 
though I don't feel likewe've 
ever strayed too far musically 
from wherewe started." 


WAS IT CHALLENGING? 

“T found the first album 
wrote with Bleeding Through, 
The Truth, to be the most 
challenging. Since then, 
writing has gotten easier.” 


WHAT PROMPTED THE. 
ADDED MELODIC RUNS FROM. 
YOU ON THIS ALBUM? 
'Twrite whatever the music 
calis for. feel more and 
more comfortable writing 

my parts with every album.” 


If there 15 a fly in the ointment, it can 
be found in the keyboards and synths 
department. Marta Peterson's atmospheric 
punctuation has added an element of drama 
and class to proceedings over the years but 
there's something about them here that can 
feel а little bargain basement at points. 
Rather than sit in the background and add 
dynamicsas on past albums, here they take 
a more starring role with more emphasis 
on melodic runs. There are occasions, such 
as on Entrenched, where strings give the 
proceedings a more stirring feel, but there 
are far too many moments and effects used 
that sound as though they're more suited for 
a Scarborough fairground than a metal record 
and prove a galling, jarring distraction. 

This fairly minor complaint really shouldn't 
detract from what is a real return to form for 
Bleeding Through, though. There mav not be 
a wealth of new ideas but The Great Fire serves 
asa stunning showcase for all that Bleeding 
Through have achieved up to this point that's 
sure to delight fans of all eras of the band's 
career. Taking in many different elements 
without ever feeling erratic and nodding to 
the band's past without ever feeling like 
they're just rehashing old ideas, The Great Fire 
should reestablish Bleeding 
Through as trailblazing scene 
leaders as they hit veteran status. 
TERRY BIZER 


least one rock-solid classic throughout songs to add light to Beneath The 
collection to their name, it’s just the new darker side. Opener The tacks of brutality 
that the tunes on t appear across Revolution has both clinical riffs 
at least half a dozen releases, and achant-along chorus, while 
none of which feature in this the thrash-driven The Hopeless 
round of reissues. Studio albums strikes perfect balance between 
four, five and six found Anvilin — bottom-heavvriffs and butcher's 
retreatafter the grinding forward hook melody. Attack Attack! 
thrust of their first three, 1987s тау still bea way behind the big 
Strength Of Steel [6] is the best, boys, but given what's come 
attacking its task with something beforeit, This Means 


1000mods approaching guts. Sadly, both Waris a real triumph, 


1988's Pound For Found [5] ADAM REES 
SUPER VAN VACATION -the final outing featuring the 
1crs original lineup — and 1991's 


G 


ners nip Worth The Weight [5] - not 
inality in the bud worth the wait — are six-stone 


Steepedin a sort of mindless ^ ^ weaklings, thin production and 
pre-9/11 optimism, 1000mods threadbare songs marring an 
stoner rock-by-numbers already faltering career. 
effortlessly recalls the days of Thankfully, Anvits new material 
the late 90s when it seemed blows these rusty old relics away. 


that our best response to the GREG MOFFITT 
looming millennium маза 
backflip into the past. A loaded 
bong and a greasy bandana 
made for perfect pacifiers as 
we contemplated the brave 


BENEATH THE 
Bal-Sagotb MASSAC RE 


new world of the 21st century. INCONGRUOUS 
Inspired by the usual suspects REISSUES 
= Sabbath, Kyuss, Acrimony etc | METAL MIND ы 8 
= Super Yan Vacation adds HM Third album turns up the destruction 
absolutely nothing new to this i 
well-worn formula while ticking Yorkshire fantasy metal eneath The Massacre 
its odd-shaped boxes - possibly institution Bal-Sagoth's last. prove once again that 
in green ink — two or three at threealbums are now available there's something 
a time. Slothful slabs of riffage as limited golden remasters with tricksy in the water in Canada: 
give way to laidback grooves expanded lyrics, story and the land of Crytopsy, Ion 
and lazyinstrumentatintertudes | А аср! artwork, Every home should have Dissonance, Devin Townsend 
veiled in a dope-smoly hae one. fiat home intrigued and Alanis Morrisette. They all 

е stoner tag has become y the sound of epic sci-fi sagas ith di ен акан 
a genre albatross to be avoided, THIS MEANS WAR told in frantic rasps, croaks and pen M yd. mind папар реша 
no one told these guys who, | RISE | breathless spoken word over (lyrics in Alanis's case), yet they don't bore wi 
incidentally, are from Greece, — Ataligned metallers begin scampering, staccato rhythm their licks and nonsense. Other bands dabble 
the only mild surprise ofthis СИЛУ guitars and jubilant orchestral with technical pyrotechnics and succeed in only 
predictable debut package. — With two albums ofsuccessful  synthesisers. The untrained ear impressing musos, but occasionally a band will 
When they occasionally pick up but critically mauled electronic 。 ishard-pushed to note much break through who realise that along with 
the pace for a full-volume heavy metalcore under their difference between the three, proficient noodling, it helps to be apocalyptically 
stomp, however, it's effective, — belts theOhioans(nottobe except that 2006's The Cththonic aggressive and violent. Thank god Beneath The 
and Billy Anderson's (Sleep, confused with Welsh pop punks Chronicles [8] is the best- in Massacre are aware of this, as Incongréous is like 


Melvins, Om) punchy production with the same name) are looking many ways the culmination of being kicked in the face by a Flamenco dancer 


wearing steel toe-capped boots. It's the band's 


lendsin-your-face to address the balance with this their singular blueprint. 1999's 
О force aplenty. darker, more forceful and far less The Power Cosmic (7) and 2001's i bots, T 

GREG MOFFITT gimmicky third effort. Attack — Atlantis Ascendant [6] aren't third album and proves they're wildly on the ball 
Attack! have reined in the hugely different, but they and focused in their intent. They're cut from the 
childish effects and bubblegum — occasionally strain under the same cloth as other tech-savage stalwarts as 
choruses and instead use the —  weightoftheirown synthetic Origin, their noisea destructive hurricane of 
keyboards to create atmosphere, absurdity. Full immersion in relentless blastbeats, growled vocal excursions 
while pilfering from the djent ^ — Bal-Sagoth's world is key; and chinching, savage vet melodic sik string 
scene to elevate the formulaic  withoutit their epic, eccentric thumping, Chris Donaldson ofthe aforementioned 
riffs and breakdowns of their splendour may seem repetitive, Hes 
turgid heavier side. Though pompous and verbose. The Cryptopsy gives the record asophisticated ——— 
they haven't dispensed with world’s a better place whenever production job without compromising the band 
the divisive clean vocals, theyre ^ their power-blaci-thrash-death- penchant for blowing people's heads 
molongertheover-produced | metal-cum-game-soundtrack off. It gets a bit samey, butin this case 
warbling of previous excursions, bravado hits its stride. we're glad for a relentless massacre. 
and are sparingly placed CHRIS CHANTLER DANIEL CAIRNS 


Anvil 
Ес THIS MONTH IN METAL нау неи" 


1sPv1 


ие I ENTOMBED | DCLXVI | music ror NATIONS | 


In the wake of the box office March 1997 


success enjoyed by Anvil! The 
Story Of Anvil, fans in the ‘Anvil ing endured three years disc was runner-up in 
should've been huge’ camp felt egal issues and record Hammer's Best Albums Of 
strangely vindicated. If, however, company heada: 1997 list. No wonder 
they one day intend to convince no wonder that whorehouse, summed up: “It’s a simple 
the restof us ofthe Canadian ere pissed off. Back doing | swigging Black Tooth equation - you buy Metal 
veterans still-unrecognised. hat they've alwavs done hooters with Venom - a г buy To Ride, 
genius, they'd best avoid these best, the band spat fire and The | Shoot Straight And Speak 
three albums. Lest we be brimstone with an album th ti The Truth." 


misunderstood, Anvil have at 
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CT 


laid bare b 
in this biog 


OZZY OSBOURNE 


GOD BLESS OZZY OSBOURN: 


Jack Osbourne revisits the sins of the father 


ith endless books and TV 
documentaries telling the tale 
of ‘infamous heavy metal singer 
Ozzy Osbourne’ over the years, 
it's difficult to know what remains to be 
revealed about John Osbourne, sometime 
failed burglar, reality TV survivor and 
occasional singer. This latest biopic, produced 
by Ozzy's son Jack, attempts to sidestep 
that problem by digging deeply, sometimes 
painfully so, into his past as г useless father 
-а side of the man that has only been alluded 
to before, most recently in his autobiography. 
The core cf God Bless Ozzv Osbourne is 
therefore not his history as a musician - 
although obviously there's tons of footage 
from his Black Sabbath and solo years - it's 
about the addictions that plagued him for 
decades, rendering him pretty much 
incapable of giving his five children the 
support they needed when they were young. 
To the credit of both Jack and Ozzy, the film 
pulls no punches, with the older Osbourne 
offspring Jessica and Louis visibly irritated as 
they recall their dad's constant absences and 
worse, his intoxicated presence. However, 
Ozzy swerves these accusations to an extent, 


pear = 

КЕЕДЕ 
found guilty of nicking some cl 
from a shop. 


mA 
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( 
十 GOD BLESS 


blaming his behaviour - as some addicts tend 
to do - on the insidious nature of addiction 
itself, ratherthan taking full responsibility. 
As such it's slightly unsatisfying, especially 
at the film's end, when Ozzy is revealed to be 
five years clean and sober. The happy-clappy 
last few minutes, which imply that everything 
15 going to be just fine now, don't quite ring 
true, largely because the singer has spent 


Silver 
Screams 


I THREE OTHER 
HEAVY METAL 
BIOPICS XOU 
NEED TO SEE 
BEFORE THE 
BIG SLEEP. | 


ANVIL: THESTORV 
OFANVIL (2008) 
The ultimate tale 

of dedication and 
Tedemption Sacha 
Gervasi's portrait 
ofa band on the 
poverty line set new 
standards for music 
documentaries. The 
final scene will have 
you punching the air. 


IRON MAIDEN: 
FLIGHT 666 (2009) 
On the other hand, 
this excellent 
behind-the-scenes 
documentary shows 
what your band 

can achievei you 
have accessto 

a seven-figure 

tour budget and 

a Boeing 737. 


SOME KIND 

OF MONSTER (2004) 
Metallica may 

come across as 

petty, directionless 

and creatively 

bankrupt inthis 
wince-makingly 

honest movie, but 

you have togive ‘em 
credit for having the courage 
to release the thing in the 


first place. 


virtually the entire film warning us that 
addiction often returns to haunt its victims. 

But there’s a lot of highly watchable stuff 
before we get to that point. The camera 
follows Ozzy as he returns to the suburban 
Birmingham house where he grew up: it’s a 
pleasant place now, in stark contrast with the 
desolation that surrounded it in the 19505. 
His recollections of the late Randy Rhoads are 
poignant, and the family’s memories of the 
MTV series that made them stars are candid 
(it wasn't fun). Along the way, admirers such 
as Tommy Lee and Henry Rollins add mildly 
amusing contributions, but the central thrust 
is all about Ozzy's family and bandmates, as 
it should be. The Blu-ray extras include eight 
deleted scenes, footage from the film launch 
at the Tribeca festival and most usefully, 

a 19-minute chat with Ozzy and Jack about its 
making. Here it's Osbourne Junior who comes 
across most forcefully, explaining that his 
film's aim was to differentiate between John 
Osbourne and Ozzy Osbourne, a feat which he 
has pulled off, more or less. 

One deleted scene is an alternative ending, 
in which Ozzy ruminates about his life. "You 
can't change what you've done, but you can 
change the way you're going to do things in 

the future," he says - perhaps 
God Bless Ozzy Osbourne's most 
lasting lesson. 

JOEL McIVER 


Behold! The 
Monolith 


DEFENDER, 
REDEEMER 

| WWW.BEHOLDTHE 
MONOLITH.CON | 


dgy metallers still regarding 


Often an internal exclamation 
mark in a band's name can be 

a surefire sign of pomposity 
and pretension. For example, 
Godspeed You! Black Emperor 
aren't known primarily for their 
live-and-let-live attitude and 
their generous sense of humour. 
That said, Behold! The Monolith 
perhaps don't wantto be 

taken quite as seriously, given 
that their last, eponymous 
full-length album contained 

a sludgy NWOBHM-style track 
called The Battle For Balls Deep. 
In the past, these LA sludge 
bastards seemed too close to 
being pastiche to be proper 
premiership material. Luckily 
they've upped theirgame a bit 
and recently detivered an album 
that is ~in part at least - 
exciting and satisfying. There's 
nothing new about Witch Hunt 
Supreme but it adds a frisson of 
Snakes For The Divine-era High 
On Fire to the already potent 
mix of Sabbotage-era Sabbath 
psych metal and Winter/ 
Warhorse doom. This is the first. 


indication that BITM 
are serious contenders, 
JOHN DORAN 


Caliban 


ТАМ NEMESIS 
| CENTURY MEDIA 


German also-rans p 


Though no one could accuse 
Caliban of being slouches — this 
is their eighth full-length in 13 
years — albums like 2006's The 
Undying Darkness showed а 
tendency to join the procession 
rather than lead. I Am Nemesis 
finally sees the band fusing 
their hardcore, thrash and 
death metal influences into one. 
seamless and well-executed 


beast. We Are The Many, featuring This Or The Apocalypse vocalist Swedes sunbathing | 


Mitch and Marcus from Suicide — RiekvArmellino and guitarist standing up. 
Silenceand Heaven Shall Burn — Todd Mogle. Frontman Carson 
respectively, kicks off in Slovak joins forces with Ricky for 


exhilarating style with ferocious duelling vocal variety, while 
riffs and soaring peaks. Dein R3.Ich ^ Candlebox's Kevin Martin 
and Deadly Dream meld incisive contributes clean vocals on Oak 


riffs and straight-to-the-gut God. The cover of folk artist. 
pummelling, though the well- Adam Taylor’s Painted Leprosy 
crafted melodic heights of is the highlight, and Century 
Broadcast To Damnation, transform it gloriously. Taking 
Gothenburg-worshipping Open a disillusioned but deceptively 
Letter and majestic This Oath melodic song and giving it. 
elevate this from being a sucha vicious twist was ап 
straightforward bludgeon-fest. inspired risk, anda great example 


The chimed harmonics of of this band’s free- 
Memoria and No Тотоев back п ЗН proprio 


NIK YOUNG 


choruses that are destined for 
hands-aloft singalongs, and the 
band even opt for eerie organs 
on The Bogeyman, sombre 
stringsand a smattering of 
electronic sampling. Am Nemesis 
is still far from innovative, but 
it's Caliban's best 
album to date. 

ADAM REES 


ELUVEITIE 


Ax HELVETIOS 


2 


P BANE 
„ЧА i Folk metal that remains an ncquired taste 


- hile the more 
Cirith Ungol VW: €xavercie- 


Turisas might һауе 


SERVANTS OF CHAOS become the face of folk metal, 

| METAL READE | Eluveitie have been one of the 

Cult metal ошат dig movement's biggest success 

up sime rare mis stories. Their secret arguably 

Californian cult metallers Cirith lies in the broad appeal that comes from 

Ungol were derided during the combining the exoticism of folk with the 
Century pups M commercially safe and reassuring familiarity of 

В, I melodic death metal, a factor that has given 
RED GIANT style (Rush mects Celtic Frost them versatility to tour with bands outside of 
| PROSTHETIC | sums up their spirit), ultimately the pagan/battle/dress up circle such as Death 
Rejigged hardcore project they finally found their audience Angel and Dark Tranquillity, a group they 
takes centre т on the internet and although actually share mary traits with. That's not 
This impressive solo-cum-side- long defunct, they continue to necessarily been to the good either, given the 
projectwas never a questfor be worshipped by true metal somewhat formulaic path the Swedes һауе һай 
glory but rather a worthy outlet — cognoscenti. Originally released a tendency to wander, and it's perhaps telling 
for all the fury and creativity in 2001, this collection of demos, that their 2009 acoustic album, Evocation I— The 
that Armsbendback guitarist outtakes and live tracks is now ‘arcane ОШО, Moved onal 
Carson Slovak had rising within. ^ bolstered with a bonus DVD. x Ploved rar more енен 
Now, after the kudos surrounding ^ featuring a rare live performance engaging than some of their metal albums. 
2008's Black Ocean, a new lineup filmed in 1984. With much of the Helvetios is unlikely to change the opinion of 
and some tweaking, Century's audio material either half-finished those who feel the band lost their way creatively, 
time has come. The mesh of sketches or primitive renderings but nor can it be dismissed out of hand. An 
hardcore grooves and hard rock | of songs that subsequently ambitious undertaking, a point immediately 
guitar work is distinctive, and appeared on official studio highlighted by its spoken-word prologue/ 
their stream-of-conscious lyrics albums, it's not really the place epilogue as well as its 17-song tracklisting, 
convincingly aggressive. Add for newbies to start; for them we St reali more Ноа than iria iraman 
to that Ryan Smith's butch recommend 1984's King Of The 5 prede d 
production and some great Dead. Ungol completists, however, demonstrates a fair bit of dynamics and 
songwriting, Red Giant is a will relish the resurrection of only occasionally ends up as 
follow-up to shout about. As well such a wealth of generic melodeath with bonus 
as the return of drummer Grant О arcaneartefacts, folk instruments. 
McFarland, this has pulled in GREG MOFFITT DAYAL PATTERSON 


READER REVIEW базар $ REVIEW CREW? 


LANDMINE MARATHON | Gallows 


PROSTHETIC 


Landmine inluck. Although the 

full-length album has the band album displays great aspects of rhythm 
777 return with an explosi and songwriting skills, the songs can get 
证 speed and tantalising rhythms. rather a jo tempos 
„$ 


plays a wide variety that take the band's fancy: fast and faster. 
of musicality. The tempo stays That said, this album definitely holds some 

fast-paced while the rhythms cut through like — of their strongest songs. 

a knife. The melody is limited butif you lor Elliot n ouse, Selby 
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EVERY ТІМЕ 
І DIE 


EX-LIVES 


New Yorkers go back to a flame-fuelled future 


ith five albums 
already under their 
belt, is it time for 


Every Time I Die to sit back, 
relax and try something a 
little bit more conventional? 
Isit fuck. Ex-Lives doesn't so 
much pick up where 200975 New Junk Aesthetic 
left offas sprint kicking, screaming and throwing 
fists towards the unknown. Ex-Lives hurtles back 
towards the snappier, more schizophrenic 
mash-up of metal, punk, hardcore and Southern- 
fried riffage that underpinned the four-piece's 
earlier work while still managing to herald 
another defiant step forwards. Predictably, it flies 
along at a ridiculous pace and only three tracks on 
the whole album even flirt around the four-minute 
mark, but Every Time I Die still show that they 
know their way around a fucking killer groove or 
two get stuck into the spectacular, Sabbathian 
crescendo of Typical Miracle or the hypnotic, 
seductive would-be chorus sewn into I Suck 
(Blood) - or a fun Southern ditty (check Partying 
Is Such Sweet For Sorrow for some of that). All in. 
all? Another great album from a genuinely great 
band. ‘This is Hell/You brought a candle to Бит?!" 
screams Keith Buckley on the eruption of riffs 

that is The Low Road Has No Exits. 

No extra flame needed. Every Time 

I Die are on fire again. 


MERLIN ALDERSLADE 


“This and Destroyers made a big 
impression on me when I was a kid. 
Tt was something that I was 
extremely drawn to, and it's a very 
important albumin my life — it ; 
made me want to play music!” — 
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Confession 
THE LONG WAY HOME 
po 


Australian bruise 


Already big-hitters in their 
homeland following the fiery 
debut Cancer and their members’ 
respect within the Aussie scene, 
The Long Way Home could propel 
Confession onto the international 
radar alongside buddies and 
future tourmates Parkway Drive. 
Armouring Cancer's straight- 
forward old-school clout with 
metal-plated riffs and 
underpinning each song with 
subtle melodies, this half-hour 
blast is up with the best 
metalcore releases of recent 
years. All the bases are covered 
from straight-up moshfests 
(Confused/Hopeless), off-kilter 
егі pummelling (I Created 
This Horror), and singalong 
pop choruses (Piece By Piece), 
each destined for mass 
congregations in the pit. Even 
ifthe clean vocals seem forced 
at times it doesn’t distract from 
Confession's key strength, which 
lies in their precision break- 
downs that can shatter bones. 
andeven maim small children. 
Ex-IKilled The Prom Queen 
frontman Michael Crafter's 
belligerent delivery and lyrics 
fit each track's mood, from the 
righteous enthusiasm of the. 
title track to the scything rage 
of Heartless's ‘Fuck the life that 
you lead, fuck every- 
thing you stand for’. 
ADAM RES 


Defton Zero 
MUSIC FOR 
GLUESNIFFERS, 
TERRORISTS, & 
'THE MENTALLY ILL 
| PUMPKIN | 
per London р 


n 
It's probably a little too early 

to be hailing this obnoxious 
offering as punk rock album of 
the year, but all the same there's 
astrong chancethat it won't be. 


bettered for some time. Formed 
in 2006 from the ashes of 17 
Stitches and the brilliantly 
monikered Throw Bricks At 
Coppers, these London oiks 
sound like Poison Idea bolted 
to Discharge by someone whose 
previous experience was in 
making crude explosives. He 
probably only has one hand 
and certainly no eyebrows. 
Subtle it ain't, but then, who 
the fuck wants subtle in these 
angry times? Admittedly you'll 
need the lyrics if you want to 
pick out more than the song- 
titles and the occasional ‘fuck’ 
(pronounced ‘fack’, innit), but 
even without them you'll get 
the gistofit. In Nick Griffin, for 
instance, you'll notice the 
words “You fucking cunt’, so 

it’s unlikely to be singing the 
praises ofthe BNP leader and 
Hang The GLA undoubtedly 


speaks (well, shouts) 
Шея 
MORAT 


Dunderbeist 


BLACK ARTS AND 
CROOKED TAILS 

| INDIE RECORDINGS | 

Weirdo rockers bring 

With a faint but knowingly goofy 
airof mystery anda penchant 
for wearing burglar’s masks and 
braces, Norway's Dunderbeist 
are far from your average heavy 
rock band. Their sound is a little 
tricky to pinpoint. too. A mish- 
mash of metal, Alice In Chains- 
style grunge and mischievously 
left-of-centre rock, it’s asif 
someone tookVelvet Revolver 
and fed them magic mushrooms 
and MDMA until they finally 
became interesting and starting 
writing songs that broke rules 
rather than clinging feebly to 
them. When the urge to budge 
upthe darkness fader overtakes 
them, as on the clangourous 
Fear And Loathing and the 
Danzig-esque Lucifer Rise, 
Dunderbeist are at their best 
and artfully transcend the 
looming sense that this isall a 
little too smart and sardonic to 
betruly likeable. On blustery 
opener La Guerre De Feu and the 
urgent, gambolling Winter Past 
this is a serviceable heavy rock 
album with big hooks, telling 
riffs and an admirable but subtle 
disregard for the obvious. Well 
worth checking out, but not 


great enough to justify 
burglary, obviously. 
DOM LAWSON 


SMALL 
MERCIES 


NEW BLOOD 
м 


Chimp 
Spanner 


ALL ROADS 
LEAD HERE EP 

| BASICK | 

These six shred-tastic songs, 
including a three-part 
magnum opus, Mobius, offer 
a masterclass in futuristic- 
themed instrumental. 
progressive metal, complete. 
with ambient interludes. [8] 
DAVE LING 


Misconduct 


THE DISCONNECT 
| GROSSMISCONDUCENET | 
GM's progressively minded 
death/thrash metal comes 
with nods to Gojira, not 
least in the pinch harmonic 
department, but theirs is a 
harsh and committed vision 
that's crying out fora 
decent production. [7] 


JONATHAN SELZER 


>, 


EW 


THESE LIFELESS 
PLAINS 


| FACEBOOK. COM/ 
IMPALEDEXISTENCE | 

This Welsh crew offer 
passable, breakdown- 
riddled deathcore, although. 
nothing to trouble Emmure 
and theirilk [5] 

DANIEL CAIRNS 


Hellish 
Outcast 


influences with pride. Branded 
opens the album by jamming 
outa massive riff with some 
Anselmo-esque vocals murmured 
over the top before descending 
into frantic thrash fury. It's. 
groovy, the production is ‘raw’ 


which chucks in full-on 
singalong chorus that, while 
not exactly out of place, feels 
a bit unnecessary. There's also 
a limp instrumental track that 
deraíis things, but when 
Kadavrik put their foot on the 


to say the least and it's excitin gas, N.0.A.H. hits 
Blood In Blood Outis reminiscent. the spot. 
of vintage Alice In Chains and MERLIN ALDERSLADE 


closing track, Eternal Sea Part2, 
isa sherp contrastto the ballad 
of Part with its heavy riffing 
and studied arrangement. The 
result is that Mary Celeste breeds 


YOUR GOD intense enjoyment through 
WILL BLEED confident familiarity 
| TRANSCEND MUSIC | Astrong effort. 

wisers cast the RAZIQ RAUF 


Ifyou throw enough shit, some 
of it sticks, so the saying goes. 
And it could easily be applied to 
the music industry; it’s the basis 
of mass appeal. Taking a simila: 
approach is Norway's Bergen- 
based Hellish Outcast. With Your 
God Will Bleed the quartet leave 
very few subgenres unexplored, 
Opener, The View, So Disgusting, 
might start with a hyper-sonic. 
kickdrum and a thoroughly 
modern death metal riff, but 
barely a minute in there's the 
waft of hardcore dynamics 
encroaching, mostly through a 
brief slowing of thetempo and 
the group shouting their vocal 
lines in unison. And this is all 
before things flip once more 
before the five-minute mark as 
that scourge of the boring 
death band, the layered 
harmonising guitar line, is 
broughtin. Later on, on the 
likes of You Will Scream, the 
band even turn towards 


四 grindcore- all with 


surprising success, 
тову COOK 


Kadavrik 


N.O.A.H. 
| SONIC ATTACK | 


Some more solid melodic death 
metal fare from this German 
troupe, who have been 
ploughing away for nine years 
without maintaining any real 
international gravitas - a 
shame, really, given that their 
Gothenburg-heavy blend of 
fierce melodies and crushing 
death metal riffage certainly 
merits more attention than what 
is usually afforded to the synth- 
drenched poppy bollocks so 
many bands bundled loosely 
under the ‘melodeath’ banner 
peddle out. Having said that. 
Kadavrik still have work to do. 
The majority of the tracks on 
N.O.A.H. owe plenty to At The 
Gates - по bad thing, because 
despite the occasional and 
slightly distracting bit of token 
spooky keyboard, numbers like 
Let My Blood Boil Tonight and 
Dream And Vision are ace — with 


Last Witness 


MOURNING AFTER 
| HOLY ROAR | 

A UK hardcore reun 
The beauty of this band ties in 
their refreshingly straight- 
forward approach. In an era 
seemingly obsessed with musical 
complexity and confusion, Last 
Witness stand out for offering 
healthy, high quality hardcore. 

A world away from multi-faceted 
metallic crossovers and intricate 
mathcore, they offer riffs, 
attitude, and adrenaline. Theo 
Kindynis's insistent, righteous 
fury has grown massively 
convincing over the years. His 
screams are pleasingly gritty 
during Marionette and, when 
the band occasionally back 
down and push him centre-stage 
to emphasise a particularly 
meaningful lyric, it becomes 
clear why he's become such a 
powerful live frontman. Pan-Am 
Smileand Somnambulism show 
their songwriting is impressive 
too and there's not a dull 
moment on here. An impressive 
feat, considering this London 
quintet broke up over four years 
ago, despite a successful. 
folloving and sold-out shows, 
and only reunited thanks to 

the eventual release of their 
originally abandoned debut, 
An Unfinished Life, in 2010.105 


Napalm 


NAPALM 
DEATH 


UTILITARIAN 


Founding grindfathers embrace their avant side 


ora band that was never 
Fe meantto record 
more than one album, 
the arrival of the 14th studio 
outing from the gods of 
grindcore is a momentous 
event in much the same way 
that the release of every Napalm Death album 
has been. Somehow, despite the hordes of 
imitators who've trawled in their wake and the 
great leaps in extreme music they themselves 
inspired, Napalm still reign supreme. The 
brooding Circumspect makes for an atmospheric 
and decidedly grandiose opening to an album 
that sees Napalm re-embracing their avant- 
garde streak. From the days of The Curse and 
even earlier, the band have been populated by 
musicians - and non-musicians - with a love of 
the leftfield. These divergent tendencies are 
arguably as powerful as the urge to blast all into 
oblivion and Utilitarian affords each а long 
leash. Hardcore grinders will lap up the likes of 
Collision Course, Orders Of Magnitude and Think 
Tank Trials, whilst Errors In The Signals, The Wolf 
I Feed and Everyday Pox (featuring professional 
weirdo John Zorn on sax) impress with their 
industrially tinged, asymmetrical assault. After 
three decades of machine-gunning 


Huron a couple of curveballs thrown in great to see the UKHC holy cows and hypocrites, Napalm 
for good measure, such as the a flag flying high again. Death remain on target. 
MARY CELESTE bizarrely named High Rollin’, NIK YOUNG GREG MOFFITT 


| CASKET | 
A 


tic Southern metal. 


WHAT ARE OUR 
HEROES SAYING 
ABOUT EACH OTHER 


Plymouth 
Cheekily, Huron say they're 
from the Deep South and it 


PEER REVIEW Hirai | 


music, and assume they're from NEKROMANTHEON | Rise, Vulcan Spectre 


Louisiana or Texas. But no. | INDIE RECORDINGS | 
Craftily belying their Devonshire 


more too. sin no: 


roots, Huron sound like a fierce. ШЕ 


mix of Pantera meets Machine 
Head but thats OK because 


they're really quite good at it. 
That this is their second album 
might be why it feels like Huron 


imes you need an 
album that is straight to the 
point with no bullshit, no 
gimmicks and no ‘faking’, just 
ht-for-the-throat, 
relentless force, professional 


a strai 


and approaches 


ay a bad thing. 
Rise, Vulcan Spectre is album 
I'd definitely recommend to 
any thrash fan, with Twelve 
Depths Of Hades being th 
ndout track for me. Thes 


chords 
rts o 5 


unexpec 


executed. Nekromantheon's which hark back to the mighty Norwegians are definitely 
Rise, Vulcan Spectre is that, Possessed and Kreator, which 


are playing with nothing to 
lose, free of the shackles of 
insecurity. They wear their 
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You сап just picture the scene: 
the open highway, the loud. 
rumble of Detroit's finest V8, 
andan old eight-track blasting 
Molly Hatchet and Black 
Sabbath. Yep, Leash Eye ooze 


y 
diesel'n'grits Southern metal, 
ORANGE as you'd expect from a band 
from, er, Poland. It may seem 
odd but these Warsaw residents. 
GOBLIN dpa damn decent job ot There 
are elements of Black Label 


A EULOGY FOR Society throughout, especially 
THE DAMNED in the pinch harmonics that Zakk 
Wylde seems to be contractually 
obliged to play every 20 seconds 
at least, but Leash Eye havea 
slightly more sculful, almost 
stoner rock sound. Т... 
features tasteful quitar, a strong 
knack for melocic hooks, oodles 
of Hammond organ and in 
frontman Sebb a seriously 
excellent singer. By no means 

a groundbreaking sounding 
album, КТ... is, however, 
skilfully executed and a fine, 


Brit metallers turn up the flames 


Goblin; their exhilarating 

live shows have become 
all-welcoming Мессаз of 
boozy, hirsute celebration. 
And yet the ensuing five years 
since 2007's stripped-down 
Healing Through Fire album have given the 


I° easy to love Orange 


impression of a band living off good will that heaw rocking record. With 
might not have lasted forever. A Eulogy For The shades of both metal, and. 
Damned sorts that potential pitfall out very nicely. bluesy rock, it’s very much the 
Ап adrenaline-fuelled dash through 10 songs of sortof thing that Spiritual 
exceptional quality, this is Orange Goblin at their Beggars do so well 
defiant, ribald, boisterous best. They've never when time allows. 
ALASTAIR RIDDELL 


sounded so good as the assured Red Tide Rising 
rips out of the speakers, allowing the band more 
sonic space than ever before. There's melody too, 
not least from Ben Ward, offering the finest vocal 
performance of his career - his low-down, dirty 
blues tone on the Southern-fried Save Me From 
Myself and the momentous title track is an 
absolute delight. It’s the best sounding Goblin 
album too. The rhythm section pack the kind of 
bowel-loosening punch you hear from them on 
stage and guitarist Joe Hoare whips up а veritable 
storm on Acid Trial, The Fog and Death 
Of Aquarius. They simply don’t put a 
foot wrong, from start to finish. 
JERRY EWING 


LIVSTID 
[FYSISK FORMAT | 
The co 

Ifthe lightsaber is an elegant 
weapon for a more civilised 
time, then crusty d-beat 
hardcore is the polar opposite: 
a rudimentary weapon thriving 
during those times the 
occupying 99 per cent believe 
the world is a half-second away 


аша je jiġik ^ from self-immolation. But now 
teach me how to sing, ha ha һа! thatentire scenes have formed 
It was definitely a privilege to. around Discharge's Tezz Roberts 
sing on the song Watch Over You inability to coordinate his spare- 
forthem." kick pattern in а manner that 
Bill Bruford would approve, the 
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trick is not just to turn up. 
blasting the ‘bupp-u-dupp-u- 
bupp'. That's too easy. You have 
to convey your anger and energy 
to stand apartfrom those 
seeking free beer and 
discounted back patches. Livstid 
come blazing straight outta 
Bergen, Norway, adding nothing 
unique to the canon of unruly, 
unkempt crust that Wolfbrigade/ 
Wolfpack, Disfear, Skitsystem or 
Totalt Jävla Mörker already 
haven't, but they do so with a 
shit-ton of gristle. If you get 
close to the speakers during 
such barn burners as Veien 
Nedover, Gravel, ог any ofthe 
other mother tongue fuckers 
here, you might find yourself 
wiping vocalist Kristian's spittle 
offyour forehead as the scent of 
guitarist's Robert and Byvind’s 
un-showered armpits dominate 


the breathable аи. 
О And yo'llloveit. 
CONNIE GORDON 


Mollo/Martin 


THE THIRD CAGE 
| FRONTIERS | 


Routinely airbrushed from most 
people's rear-view vision of the 
Black Sabbath story, Tony 
Martin is actually one of metal's 
greatest vocalists and deserves 
far more acclaim for his body of 
work, not least the glorious likes 
of Headless Cross and Tyr that he 
made in cahoots with Tony 
Tommi. United with Italian 
virtuoso guitarist Dario Mollo 
forthe third time, Martin has 
rarely sounded better than he 
does here, and the duo's song- 
writing is of such a remarkable 
calibre that it's not hard to 
imagine The Third Cage receiving 
the kind of attention thatthe 
singer's talent has warranted 
allalong. This kind of pointedly 
melodic but eminently heavy 
metallic rock hasn't been done 
this well or with such conviction 
since Dio's first few albums 
and whether howling with 
soulful abandon on the doomy 
Cirque Du Freak or revelling in 
radio-friendivvitalitv on the 
Whitesnake-like One Of The 
Few, both Martin and Mollo 
appear to be having the time 
of their lives, an infectious 
energy pervading throughout. 
Time to shrug off those daft 
misconceptions and salute an 
unsung metal hero at 
the peak of his powers: 
DOM LAWSON 


SMALL 
MERCIES 


NEW BLOOD 
» 


Mortad 


PANDEMIC 
РАВАМОТА 

| WWW.MORTAD.NET | 
Comparisons between 
Mortad's Somi Arian and 
Angela Gossow аге 
justifiable, yet this raging 
EP only hints at the 
greatness of the full album, 
The Myth OF Purity.[7] 
MERLIN ALDERSLADE 


Nighthlade 
SERVANT TO 

YOUR LAIR 

| WWW.NIGHTBLADE.CO.UK| 
This Birmingham band hark 
back unashamedly to the 
DIY days of NWOBHM at the 
start of the 1980s, There 
are some decent riffs and 
energy bursts here, but it's 
also just a touch stoday 
and lacking in zip. [5] 
MALCOLM DOME 


| МУЗРАСЕ СОМ/ 


PLAGUEOFASHITAKA | 
There's nothing wrong with 
this EP. But hovering in 
between blackened death- 
core and modern thrash, 
none of the thunderous 
mosh riffs or varied, 
technical drums stand out 
enough toblow minds. [6] 


© RAZIQ RAUF 


of unrelenting grind that you'd surface, for what Nothnegal Soeni thinking 


expectfrom a start-of-the-art have done is pull off the very 
death metal band.There’san — — neattrickofimbuing the LP 
element of the inhuman tothe — witha huge sense of symphonic 
mechanised grinding that fits — atmosphere via the subtly 
neatly with the background crafted, and epic keyboard 
industrial keyboard grooves and work of Finn Marco Sneck 

the 80s-sci-fi-meets-video- whose impact, whilst necessary, 
nasty costumes. Yep, costumes js unobtrusive enough to avoid 


= like a modern death metal take any unfair Dimmu 
on Kiss and Alice Cooper. If not Borgir comparisons. 


TOBY соок 


My Ruin the quite the future then very 


much of the present, Nexus 


А SOUTHERN Inferis have the potential for 
REVELATION something very special if they 
|MYRUIN.BANDCAMP.COM| can make their ambition and 
Hell hath no f ferocity translate to a live 


Ошу more se setting. And there's no reason У 
Tairrie B Murphy has never had to doubt that this Welsh three- — 
a shortage of angerto drive her piece will do just that 

Febrile creativity but even by My п Тарап halfa chance. 

Ruin's standards A Southern ALASTAIR RIDDELL 
Revelation is absolutely fucking 


seething. Incensed anew after COGNITIVE 

being pelted with fresh music 

industry bullshit over the last 

couple of years, the follow-up to Outcast Ex-Opeth and Testament men get dreamy 
2010's Ghosts And Good Stories 

‘emphasises the ongoing AWAKEN THE REASON he presence of the 
transformation of the band's I LISTENABLE | prodigiously gifted 
sound into a ferocious Hell's Panoramic Parisians expand Martin Lopez, Opeth's 
‘gumbo of bellicose turbo-punk the djen palet drummer from 1997-2006 
and iron-sinewed Southern What we've been calling before leaving for 'health 
metal that provides the perfect technical or progressive metal reasons' after Ghost Reveries, 


tering roc Whether ting тантана > Qi andbassist Steve Georgio 
along ata breathless pace on Nothnegal riding with the rest of the djent whose CV includes productive spells with 
Tennessee Elegy or switching waveis Paris's Outcast. Recorded Testament, Death and Iced Earth among others, 
effortlessly between dark funk ^ DECADENCE with Textures lynchpin Jochem will make Soen a bit of a must-hear for lovers 
swagger and pendulous Sabbath Jacobs, there are hints of of percussive hard rock. A mixing credit for 
rumble on Walk Of Shame, My Meshuggah's stark heaviness Grammy-winning Dave Botrill (Tool, Smashing 
Ruin dish up a raw and revital- and The Dillinger Escape Plan's Pumpkins, Muse) can only ramp up the attention 
ising antidote to the insincere Geography, as we know, can play technicality in this third album levels. Their debut album, Cognitive, is being 
posturing so prevalent in more а huge part in influencing a as wellas the death/thrash hailed as “a unique mix of melodic and rhythmic 
commercially motivated areas — band'ssound,andifmetalisby ^ combo of Gojira, Opening track, experimentation”. Undeniably, it has much more 
of heavy music. Thisis the real по means exclusively an urban Elements is nothing out of the атааран mentali 
dealfrom start tofinish,and ^ pursult,itisn't well fitted for blue with its huge poly- тл атто al ج‎ LH 
even a grittv assault on Van sunnier climbs, Nestled in the — rhythmic riffs, time signature of Opeth than Death's regimented extremity and 
Halen's Mean Street sounds like southern Indian ocean and made changes, jazzy drums and totally there are undisguised nods to both Tool and 
a globule of bloody truth spat up of 26 atolls consisting mostly brutal vocals. Abysmal Meshuggah here as well. Joel Ekelàf, once of 
into the faces of enemies. of white sandy beaches and palm incorporates some soaring Swedish minnows Willowtree, sings in a clear 
Download it for freefromthe — trees, something must be going ^ vocalsalongsideand a cool solo Voice that’s not dissimilar to that of Mikael 
band's website and surrender very wrong (or very right) inthe ^ and accompanying guitar tine, Akerfeldt, for better or worse encouraging 
О tothe sound of Mavs to have produced The sombre start to When Dawn comparisons with post-death metal-period 
wrath'n'roll. Nothnegal. On the surface this, — Brings Clarity continues н à 
DOM LAWSON the follow-up to the 2009 EP throughout the three-minute Opeth. betraying enviable tevels of accumulated 
Antidote Of Realism, is pretty instrumental and elsewhere talent, Martin Lopez and Steve DiGeorgio largely 
standard blackened death metal ^ thereare enticing resist the temptation to show off their chops at 
fare, comprising weighty, embellichments of planos, every available opportunity, instead knotting 
djent-ish riffs, plenty of strings and vast, cinematic together in leisurely, faraway, sometimes 
harmonic chord progressions, soundscapes, But if there's hypnotic soundscapes. Soen have been working 
the strained, guttural roar of enough variety in Awaken The on Cognitive for almost a year and the measured, 
vocals and ubiquitous. Reason to justifyits 60 minutes’ understated quality of weirdly titled 
blastbeats. Yet much like the — — length, that alone isn’t enough 


songs such as Fratal, Fraccions and 


Oscillation reveals the reasons why. 
DAVE LING 


to make Outcast stand 
out from the crowd. 
RAZIQ RAUF 


island nation they call home so 
much cf what is good about. 
Decadence lurks just below the 


I" YOU MIGHT'VE MISSED келегн 


A VISION OF THE 

FINAL EARTH Lamb Of God Lacuna Coil 

| NOISE ART | RESOLUTION г | DARK ADRENALINE 
Welsh metallers get ж о band on this planet that rips я $ “Па 5 

dressed for succes : sel bang like Lamb 0f 0h My ie | с " 

Ambition and a sense of 


grandeur aren't qualities Nexus 


Inferis lack. They claim to һауе А р 
a “master design offuture Metallica 


Landmine Marathon 
GALLO! 


erry is one ofthe most talented and 


d BEYOND MAGNETIC 

UE gh Pop il “Ап extremely welcome reminder that Metallica 
indeed. They certainly they do still have а little fire in their bellies.” (7) 
have a knack for the clinically | oic raso 

precise savagery and the sort 


terous growlers operating іг 
=} metal subgenre right now.” (8) TOBY COOK 
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Жаа << 


VIRGIN 
STEELE 


AGE OF CONSENT 


Reissue of an overlooked power-metal gem 


ooking back on its 
Lis release with 
typical flamboyance, 
keyboard-playing frontman 
David DeFeis refers to the 
ill-fated arrival of his band’s 
fourth album as being “like a 
soldier, catapulted onto a battlefield, naked and 
without any weapons". The metaphor is a good fit 
not just for the New Yorkers’ warrior metal, which 
comes on like Manowar with a colourful symphonic 
twist, but also for its commercial failure first time 
around, David insists that had more to dowith 
record label ineptitude than any form of artistic 
inadequacy, though of course back in 1988 only 
a handful of groups were making music of such 
depth and gravitas. Virgin Steele elected to cover 
classics by two of these acts – a slightly rearranged 
Desert Plains by Judas Priest and Uriah Heep's Stay 
On Top - on Age Of Consent, but their own material, 
particularly The Burning Of Rome (Cry For Pompeii), 
Prelude To Evening and the chorally embellished 
Perfect Mansions (Mountains Of The Sun), was hardly 
deprived of grandiosity or sword and sorcery- 
themed eloquence. This remastered edition comes 
with new and improved sleeve artwork and a disc 
of bonus tracks, plus an illuminating 
sleeve essay from David, who 
continues to lead the band onwards. 
DAVE LING 


My Favourite 


VIRGIPESTEELE 


“It’s one of my favourite Dan. 
Seagrave covers, an artist who 
we ай really like obviously as he's 
done two of ours! The tablets are 
broken, andthe Earth itself splits 
-so bad-ass!” 
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| NUCLEAR BLAST | 


It would have been too easy 

for Rage to simply coast along. 
After nearly three decades, 

the Germans should know their 
metal range and capacity, but 
this eponymous 21st album 
offers something fresh. More 
power metal than thrash, which 
was their original motivation, 
thisis a diverse collection of 
songs that starts with an almost 
progressive feel on House Wins 
and ends the same way. Rage's 
mix of power, melody and 
‘consummate musicianship is 
bestillustrated on tracks like 
Feel My Pain and Serial Killer 
Both offer changes in paceas 

a brutal edge is refined by 
judicious use of articulate guitar 
solos that would be acclaimed 
as world class if performed by 
more high-profile musos, 
There is also an overt 
tunefulness throughout, and 
what impresses most here is 
the enthusiastic way Rage 
sound contemporary without 
betraying their traditions. 
Thisisa band who, in recent 
times, have shown an admirable 
sense of musical adventure, 
and yet the exploratory 
impulse is never allowed to 
undermine the fundamentals 
of strong songs and 
performance, 
MALCOLM DOME 


GOT MIXXX? 
fami 
== 


supergroup 
Back in the early 80s before 
Trent found his nails and 
Ministry were asynth-pop band, 
Al Jourgensen teamed up with 
Belgium musicians Richard 23 
(Front 262) and Luc Van Acker 
to form the industrial metal 
collective known as Revolting 
Cocks. Now 25 years since the 
release of theirdebut album Big 


Sexy Land, RevCo are a very 
different ensemble and there's 
a feeling we've all been 
short-changed somewhere 
along the line. Got Mixxx7 is the 
superfluous remix version of 
2010's disappointing Got Cock? 
with stalwarts Jello Biafra, 
Gibby Haynes and Al Jourgensen 
replaced by the lesser known 
Sin (ex-Society 1), Josh 
Bradford and Clayton Worbeck, 
Produced by Al and re-jigaled 
by Blownload's Erie Loch, Got 
Mioa? lacks the huge sound and 
knowing delivery RevCo were all 
about. The remixes offer little 
more than slightly tweaked 
versions of the originals without 
any dramatic changes, and the. 
attempts to both tinker around 
with some Killing Joke-style 
reverb and flirt with electro- 
industrial fall completely flat. 
This is far from RevCo's finest 
hour and it’s going to leave 

a lot of fans bitterly 
5 ee: 

NATASHA SCHARF 
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PLAGUE OF 
CONSCIENCE 
| EARACHE | 
Brit crew draw up thrash 
new Testament 
Evile may well be the golden 
boys of Earache's thrash roster. 
but right behind them are recent 
signings and fellow Brits Savage 
Messiah. If Evile are indeed the 
natural heirs to Metallica's 
long-abandoned thrash throne, 
then Savage Messiah owe more 
to the likes of Megadeth and 
Testament, not least thanks to 
their penchant for crushing, 
riff-filled grooves and frontman 
Dave Silver's arena-worthy and 
Mustaine-friendly snarled 
delivery. Whether it's with 
thunderous, full-throttle belters 
such as the title track or the 
delightfully Priestian Beyond 
A Shadow of A Doubt, Plague Of 
Conscience is filled with huge 
moments, serving as not just 
Savage Messiah's crowning 
achievement to date, buta fine 
early shout for the thrash album 
of 2012. Scott Atkins’ production 
work is mighty, giving the likes 
of All Seeing Tand The Accuser 
colossal weight, and as epic, 
eight-minute-plus album closer 
The Mask Of Anarchy suggests, 
there's still plenty more 
О to come. Top str 
MERLIN ALDERSLADE 


| DIR: ALEX ORR | 
Pasty vegan Archie (Mike 
Brune) invents a vehicle 
powered by blood and uses 
it to get sex off slutty meat 
stall minx Denise (Katie 
Rowlett) in this dystopian 
arthouse-grindhouse 

that plays ike Hobo With 

A Shotgun meets Repo Man 
via Rubber, The feature 
debut from Alex Orr, Blood 
Car bagged a trunk of awards 
on its 2007 festival rounds, 
proving smarter than its 
cheapo goreflick stable- 
mates. There's subtext 
beneath the rough sex 

— forgive the stink of 
self-indulgence, this is 
bloody, funny and has‘cult” 
wired into its engine. [7] 
ROSIE FLETCHER 


12K GAMES | 
Having an ancient evil living 
inside you has its ups and 
downs. On the one hand, 
you have to put up with Mike 
Patton's voice ordering you 
to "embrace the darkness". 
On the other, you do get to 
sprout purple demon arms 
that can rip out your enemies’ 
spines, Your bonus arms, 
coupled with the comic book 
visuals, make The Darkness 
feel completely fresh - 
there's no marine-fatigue 
here, justan endless. 

stream of evisceration and. 
dismemberment. There's an 
unexpected bonus, too - the 
story is actually pretty good, 
with some twists that are 
slightly spoiled in thedemo. 
It's a bit short, but there's 

a separate co-op campaign 
featuring four misfit stereo- 
types if you're absolutely 
gasping for more evil. [9] 
JON BLYTHE 


HUXWHUKW 
| FACEBOOK.COM/ 
SERIOUSBEAK | 


q order 


ise up tbe p 
Despite the name, it wouldn't be 
wrong to suggest that Serious 
Beak are perhaps less than, eh, 
serious. A cursory glance of 
Huxwhukw reveals that the band 
went to the Richard D James 
School of awkward bastard 
songtitles. Members have been 
іп bands with daft names like. 
Battle Pope (presumably after 
the comic) and the Puffy 
Jackets, which is a bloody 
excellent name when you. 
think about it. Despite the 
shenanigans, they're deadly 
serious when it comes to the. 
noise they make, ard Huxwhukw 
is pretty rocking. Serious Beak 
are like a tricksier Keelhaul. 
Despite the odd jazz interlude 
embuggerance, it’s off-kilter, 
gratifyingly aggressive and to 
the point. Alas it all feels a bit 
insincere and impersonal, what 
with being instrumental and 
fixated on chunky dizzying riffs, 
but when things occasionally 
sound like a noise rock variation 
of Meshuggah, forgiveness 
comes easily. IF they were on 
Hydra Head and called some- 
thing edgy like Swarm Axis 
they'd be kicking up 
an almighty stink. 
DANIEL CAIRNS 


EXEGESIS 

| SELF-RELEASED | 
Lon 
Tt may be hard to accept but. 
we're just going to have to live 
with the fact that Isis are gone 
— we know that not everyone 
cares much for Russian Circles, 
but we're going to have to find 
someone to fill the void sooner 


don crew prove post-n 


öf later, If, then; the idea ofat ^ instrumental Marlow and the 
least partially filling that void disturbing, unhinged sounds of 
with something that sounds, at Тһе Buzzing. With the latter as 


times, almost exactly likethe uglyas the former is beautiful, 
Boston post-metal progenitors ^ both songs usher in a new era of 
gets your beard itching, then musical adventures for the band 
you can do far worse than this and it's one that many fans vill 
London-based quartet. Whileon ^ wantto join them on. Chilling 
this, their sophomore release, space rock ballad Ecclesiastes is 
TNBD do appear to be Isis’s sonic another curveball that we didn’t 
doppelgangers, this assertion — — expect and it ends the album 


is far from the criticism it would ina surprising but 
usually be, as the group have О spellbinding fashion. 
pulled off the remarkable featof EDWIN MeFEE 
creating something steeped in 
influence yet devoid of pastiche. 
The jittering, palm muted-chord 
progression that opens Fractal 
World could have been lifted 
straight from Wavering Radiant 
while the slow, repetitive yet 
emotional, almost melancholic 
build and crushing crescendo 
of closer Wake easily stands 

ир against the best. 

Panopticon has to offer. 

тову соок 


WOODS OF 
YPRES 


WOODS 5: GREY SKIES 
AND ELECTRIC LIGHT 


ASTRODRAMA 
1PRosrHEmCL | A fallen comrade’s emotional farewell 


Prog sophistication with 


These days you can hardly move п light of the sudden and 
forall the progressive metal bands horribly tragic death of 
anxious to show off their chops main man David Gold just 
and qa To wa need yat. before Xmas 2011, it is now 
shatter рр асо more musica impossible to listen to Woods 
Therapy? clutter to an overcrowded genre? Of рге fth album without 


Well, yes, because these Texans feeling the grip of hitter 


А BRIEF CRACK have a lot to share. Musically, b - 
OF LIGHT they do sound a little like. irony's clammy claw. Death has hung heavy 

| BLAST | Between The Buried And Meor over everything that this band have produced, 
Andy Cairns gets crowned Tesseract, but the more you throughout their years in obscurity and again 
the fissure king listen the greater becomes the on this, the album that should have propelled 
Occupying the middle ground emphasis on individuality. Yes, them into the dark rock spotlight like never 

between their sublime slice of they do have thetraditional before. The sheer emotional weight that these 


lunacy, 1999's Suicide Pact-You growling and clean vocal mix 


First and the critically acclaimed and some of the instrumentation songs сату пон ی‎ ney. mit nome 


with unbearable poignancy time and time 


dark voyage that was 2009's verges on squeezing in many 1 à А 
Crooked Timber, A Brief Crack Of ie as possible. ЕН Mies it again, not least on the fragile, introspective 
Light sees Northern Irish noise allthere's subtlety and diversity, Finally and the stately Cure-tinged drift of 

rock trio Therapy? delve further as the band show they actually Alternate Ending. But it was ever thus: Woods 
down the rabbit hole to deliver have a strong handle on jazz 0f Ypres have longbeen bringers of glum tidings 
a potentially game-changing rock, with the ability to nod in par excellence; like a heavier, less sardonic 

opus. Tracks like Plague Bell and е direction of 70s pioneers Type 0 Negative with a vigorous dedication to 
Why Turbulence? are typically like Weather Report without riff-driven melancholy and the power of the 
thrilling salvos of primal, mimicking. The tracks flow into pin-sharp melody. IF Пете пу consolation 
concrete sledge that will no each other, which means this ИА 
doubt appeal to those looking works best when listened to as to be taken from David Gold s passing, it is that 
for some new neck-bothering a whole. The impact is strong more people will now be compelled 
pitanthems, but the real short, enough to break past. to hear his music and shed a tear 
sharp shocks come in the form of 四 the clichés, over what might have been. 

the early Cure-esque, blissed-out MALCOLM DOME DOM LAWSON 


REVIEWED NEXT MONTH... 
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JUDAS 
PRIEST 


THE COMPLETE 
ALBUMS COLLECTION 


jew bands can claim to have been as 
Е" metal circles as Judas Priest. 
Now, this 17-CD box set contains the albums 
that helped to define what we, as metal fans, 
know and love. The Complete Albums Collection has 
every studio and live record they've made so far 
with Rob Halford and it's a glorious romp through 
some of the finest songs and greatest albums of 
the past four decades. From debut album Rocka 
Rolla, which even remastered is not an auspicious 
start, through classics like Sad Wings Of Destiny, 
British Steel, Screaming For Vengeance and 
Painkiller, it's a massive underlining of this band's 
unique heritage. There's also a reminder of just 
how innovative they were, thanks to albums like 
Turbo and Point Of Entry, which are often 
overlooked. And let's not forget the explosive 
Unleashed In The East, one of the titanic live 
albums. Every CD comes in a mini-replica ofthe 
original vinyl sleeve, and the story of the band is 
told in a 40-page booklet with rarely seen archive 
shots of the band - all of which makes this a 
spectacular celebration of the metal gods. 
Sure, there are no bonus tracks here. And if 
you've already got allofthese albums, there 
might be no point in forking out again. Butthis is 
metal history, even if does look like 
it's housed in a Chinese takeaway box. 
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PAGAN ALTAR, SAMSARA BLUES EXPERIMENT 
ROADSAW SIGIRIYA HORISONT, ANCESTORS 
GRIFTER GREENLEAF SUNGRAZER STONEAXE ASTEROID 
LORD VICAR, ZIPPO, TRIPPY WICKED, STUBB, SHRINE 69 
ALUNAH, DOPEFIGHT 
SEDULUS, SONS OFALPHA CENTURI, SLABDRAGGER 
PLUS MANY MORE.. 
ROCK AND ROLL TAKING BACK CAMDEN 
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MENTRUM SCENE, OSLO 
E! slippery start. + fails to derail a thundering gig 


Dry Bone ү 

"y Bone Valley 
Black Tongue 
Crystal Skull 
I Ат Abab 
Capillarian Crest 
Colony Of Birching 
Megalodon Шы 


Sleeping Giant 
Ghost Of Karelia 
Ul The Heavy Liftin 
Spectretight "4 
Curl Of The By 
be Burl 
Beda, sled Fingernnils 
rele Of Cysguatc 
Aqua Dementia? 
Crack The Skye 
Where Strides 
The Behemoth 
Iron Tusk 
March Of The 
Fire Ants 
Blood And Thunder 
ENCORE; 


t's an ice cold Sunday 
afternoon in Oslo and inside 
the venue of Sentrum Scene 
the blood pressure of various 
people in the production office 
- tour manager, local promoter and 
the record company's Norwegian label 
manager to name a few — is running 
higher by the minute. Mastodon 
guitarist/vocatist Brent Hinds has 
slipped on the Nordic ice upon exiting 
the band's tour bus, and is about to be 
rushed to the emergency room of the 
nearest hospital. Atthis point nobody 
knows whether his leg is sprained, 
dislocated or broken, or how long he 
needs to wait to get an x-ray, a diagnosis 
and whatever kind of treatment he can be 
given at such short notice, All they know is 
that something needs to be done, and it has to 
be done now. 

None of this tension is noticeable in the 
room where Metal Hammeris sitting with 
bassist/vocalist Troy Sanders and guitarist Bill 
Kelliher, chatting 
amiably about the 
band’s previous 
trips to these 
shores. The last 
couple of visits 
have seen the 
band on some 
high-profile 
tours, as support 
for Metallica and 


“This time 
around there’s 


more of a party 
going on in the 


don hit 
e patch 


“That day several executives from Warner 
Music lew to Norway to see the show and meet 
with us, just to let us know how serious they 
were in regards to their dedication to the 
band,” offers Troy. “One of the guys flew 15 
hours from Los Angeles to sit down with us 

and see the show. Then he flew backto LA! 
Needless to say we signed with them and 
haver't regretted it one single day. That guy 

is no longer with the label, though, but we 

still have plenty of friends at Warners.” 

Those friends stay friends by taking care of 
details like the band’s website and Facebook 
page and generally letting the band do 
whatever it damn well pleases them to do 
artistically. If that means making complex 
concept albums with songs clocking іп well 
past the 10-minute mark, that’s cool. If it 
means delivering а baker's dozen of songs that 
are groovy, memorable and accessible, that's 
cool too. “We do our thing and have complete 
creative control,” they say, now even finishing 
each other's sentences. “They get us on tours 
where we at this point mainly play for sold-out 
audiences and get to 
play all over the world 
~both familiar places 
and new ones. Last 
summer weplaved 
Russia and Iceland for 
the first time, and later 
this year we're going to 
Brazil and Chile.” 

No wonder they are 
happy. This tour is also 


Slayer or playing alot more relaxed and 
e crowd ti bout scs 
obviously been one. "When we toured 
a golden Не set? 2 Crack The Skye we 
opportunity to BILL KELLIHER played thatalbum in 


play fora bigger 
audience and 
build a solid fanbase, and the band have 
notched up more shows in one of Oslo's biggest 
indoor venues than any venue they have ever 
played in their hometown of Atlanta, Georgia. 
However it also means that Mastodon have not 
played a headline show in Oslo since 2005, 
when they toured in support of their second 
album proper, Leviathan. That show was one 
ofthemost important ones in their 

career, and they have fond memories 
of the evening. And not just because 
this was in May and there was no 
show-threatening ice in the streets. 


its entirety," explains 
Bill. 'We made this 
elaborate film that played in the background, 
telling the story of the album concept with 
proper actors and everything. Due to the nature 
ofthose songs ме found that the audience pretty 
much stood still, watching and concentrating 
during that part of the set. Then, once we 
started playing older tunes, everybody 
loosened up and started getting а lot more 


The last song on each of Mastodon's 
first three albums - Remission, 
Leviathan and Blood Mountain - all. 
relateto the Elephant Man. 


FA 
CT 
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into the songs and having fun. This time 
around there's more of a party going on in the 
vd throughout the set, and the crowd are 

dancing and singing along to all the newtunes 
as well as the old ones. We basically have 
better songs and are better performers and 
better singers now. And the setlist has a nice 
flow, making the shows more enjoyable 
for everybody. We play about half of The 
Hunter and two to three songs from 
each of the other albums, so most of 
the fans should be satisfied." 

Having checked out the setlist from 
the other shows on the tour, it's clear 
that only a major disaster can keep 
tonight's sold-out crowd from being 
as satisfied as the man says, and when 
we learn that Brent has returned to 
the venue with а walkin ne and 
a plastered leg, as opposed to on 
crutches or, say, in a wheelchair, we're 
pretty optimistic. As we enter the venue the 
merch stard is already seeing some serious 
business, with punters lining up to buy t-shirts 
and even hot pants. We go downstairs to check 
out Red Fang from Portland, Oregon who have 
been chosen specifically by Mastodon who 
claim that “they reminded us of a young 
version of ourselves." 

That likeness is not only based on the 
spectacular beard-o-rama thatwe witness as 
RED FANG [8] take the stage; their sound 15 
more thana little based on heavy grooves and 
dirty and massive riffs. They pack a double 


vocal attack, courtesy of Messrs Bryan Giles 
and Aaron Beam, who also handle guitar and 
bass respectively. Given a generous 45-minute 
slot and way better sound than most support 
acts usually get, they impress from the start, 
and as they tear through a set where both of 
their albums are represented, the venue fills 


The spark that we 


saw in the band from 
the beginning of the 


night is now an 


intense burning five 


up and people in general seem to enjoy what 
they get served. Their riffs and effortless 
groove are aimed to please fans of Clutch and 
ZZ Top alike, and pack a punch that has us all 
convinced. Wires in particular gets the crowd 
going, andafter 
they are done the 
number of people 
queueing up to 
buy Red Fang 
t-shirts says it all 
It's timeforthe 
main attraction, 
and as MASTODON 
[9] enter the stage 
we're knocked 
out by their. 
exuberance, their 


Bill gets down 
to business 


raw power and their punctuality, as the 
opening riff to Dry Bone Valley thunders from 
the PA. Drummer Brann Dailor sings like the 
metal god he proves to be, while hammering 
away at those drums as if his life depended on 
it. And as that song segues seamlessly into the 
juggernaut that is Black Tongueit's clear that 
all resistance will be useless, Mastodon 
have come to claim the throne, and they 
will do so by sheer relentless force. 
Next up is the dark evilness of Crystal 
Skull followed by I Am Ahab, and for 
each song the grins on the faces of 
everyone around us are getting broader 
to the point where the skin and flesh 
might split. The band are monstrously 
heaw, ridiculously tight and what Bill 
Kelliher said about the band as singers 
wasn't a lie; their vocal harmonies are 
as haunting astheir riffsare inventive, 
and we get both in abundance, 
Megalodon quickens the pace before The 
Thickening takes us back to the present day 
with some simply lovely lead guitar. 
Blasteroid might well be one of last year's 
best songs, and live it's nothing short of 
breathtaking, That riff 
alone could tear the skin 
off elephants and rip the 
teeth out from the jaws of 
a thousand sharks. Weare 
given a breatherin the 
form of the murky beauty 
that is Sleeping Giant, and 
only now are we given the 
space to notice that Brent 
Hinds, trooper that he is, 
doesn't leton that he is 
a wounded soldier. He 


Brent plays 
through the pain 


Troy belts one Out 


а] 


might be gritting his teeth a little more than 
usual (or is he? It's hard to tell with that man), 


but only those ofus who know сап spot 
the lump where his leg is plastered 
beneath his flared trouser leg ог 
notice his slightly lurching walk the 
few times he actually moves. 

Ghost Of Karelia follows, and if 
a song could send shivers down the 
spine of an army of the undead, that 
one would be it. All The Heavy Lifting 
lightens the mood and getsthe 
evening's first real spot of proper 
crowd chanting on the chorus. The 
spark that we sawin the band from 
the beginning of the night is now ап 
intense burning fire, and the sight 
of Mastodon on stage at this point is 
the sight of four men enjoying every 
second. Spectrelight brings back the 
aggression before THAT song, Curl Of 
The Burl, hits us between the eyes, 
and the entire audience is singing 
all the words - verse and chorus - 
still with the same shit-eating grins 
on their faces. Hammer willhere 
and now claim that here we have a 
song that in 10 or 20 years will be up 
there with Enter Sandman, Highway 
To Hell or Detroit Rock City on that 
list of classic hard rock anthems. 

Mastodon could now runthrough 
a medley of Justin Bieber songs a 


no one would complai 


They deliver Bedazzled м 


Fingernails with the 
crowd again singing 


along to the superbly 
catchy chorus. Circle Of 
Gysquatch's white-hot 


lead break fuses prog; 
time signatures and 


straight-for-the-throat 


bristling riffage as 


Troy Sanders switches 


between regular and 
senile Dalek vocals, 
and Aqua Dementia 
proceeds to intensify 


the pace even another 
couple of notches. The 


three stringbenders 


of energy from the band seems to reach new 
dimensions for every song. 


re МЫ “Thiswasfranklysuperiorto 
| anything else! Thad been anxious 
wiw ji toseehowwellthevwould detiver 
and they really delivered the 
№ goods. The bandareextremely 
skilled, which made this extra 
enjoyable. ThiswasthefirsttimeIsaw Mastodon live, 
anditwas reallyexciting tosee how wellthey lived up 
tomy expectations. Personally knowthe latest album 
best, sothose songs werethe highlights forme. The 
onlydrawbackwas the sound on the balcony, which 
could have been better, butallin allitwas really cool.” 


ES Î "Itwasamazing! The concertof 


MESA | theyerr,withouta doubt! Thave 
, 
` 


” 


| seenthemfourorfivetimes 
before, in Norwayand Denmark, 

` butthiswasthebestgigIhave 
ЖЕ ш seen them play. Red Fang were 
zeallygoodtoo,andIamalreadylookingforwardto — 


тіке furious poses all the while, and the level 


MASTODON'S OSLO AUDIENCE HAVE THEIR SAY. 


(rack The Skye itself 
is another monument 
in the set, bringing tears 
to the eyes of grown 
men in the audience. 
Again the band 
demonstrate the perfect 
dynamics of their 
performance, putting 
this slow and eerie 
song near the end of 
the set, after a couple 
of what the band 
themselves refer to as 
barn-burners, and before the final artillery is 
fired upon us. After this final breather, now 
is the time for Mastodon to fire all of their guns 
at once and explode into space. 
Finally we get a song from Remission as 
Where Strides The Behemoth is unleashed upon 
us all like a ton of bricks. Iron Tusk does what it 
сап to maul us all to shreds and is followed by 
March Of The Fire Ants, driven by another one of 
those riffs that separate Mastodon from most 
of their peers. It demands your attention, and 
іп. Һаттегә through the point like King Kong 
ith a 30ft concrete sledgehammer. When they 
finish the set with Blood And Thunder we're all 
reduced to gibbering wrecks, wounded and 
bleeding. However, they return mercifully to 
the stage and heal all our scars with the epic 
Creature Lives, where the members of Red Fang 
join them for one final chant-along. As the band 
leave the stage with huge smiles it’s hard to 
see how this concert can be topped in 2012. 
Mastodon show the unbelievers that they 
are one of the best live bands on the planet 
right now. Some naysayers might argue that 
there's not much happening in the way of 
communication, seeing as they never utter 
a single word between songs, but that's just 
nitpicking. If you go to a show for the banter, 
you're better off seeing Kiss or Van Halen. 
Ifthe music is more important, and you like 
your songs performed with brilliance, power 
and precision, this is where it's at. 
ESPEN NORVAG SLAPGARD 


gy 


seeingthemat Roadburnin April. Asfor Mastodon's 
setlist, Ihadwished for them ta play plenty of songs 
off The Hunter, and they played all the songs wanted 
to hear. Istood all the way down thefront - whereelse 
wouldIstand?” 


“Mastodon area band after my tastes. They break with 
convention and don’t care what people think ofthem 
This is the first time Ihave seen then as headliners, 
and twas interesting toseewhat they had 
inthem. Asitturned out, they had alot 

in them - fromold hardcoreto Led 
Zeppelin and Thin Lizzy. They have 
thegutstoblendallofthis together, 

they havecredibilityandthey 

have catchy songs, just like Led 
Zeppelin or Rush. Thear plenty 
ofparallelsto the musicof 
the70s, andthatis 
something Ipersonally 
really appreciate." 


METAL 


CAFE WHA?, NEW YORK CITY 
Y 


Truly, nothing can 
bold Van Halen 
back on any stage 


“ he last time Istood 
on a stage this low, 
Ihad to get the саг 


home by midnight," quips Van Halen 
frontman David Lee Roth as he takes in the 
250 or so lucky concertgoers who were 
invited to see the legendary hard rockers 
at Manhattan's cramped Cafe Wha? venue. 
It is the smallest club the band have 
played since they gigged around LA in the 
70s. It's so cramped, David even jokes, 
“Welcome to Occupy Van Halen.” 

It'sa fitting description, because the 
scene outside recalls the melee of 
Zuccotti Park -the New York City spot 
where ‘Occupy’ protesters took on Wall 
Street bigwigs. The streets that surround 
the matchbox-sized Cafe Wha? are 
blocked off by barricades and police. 

A small group of fans without tickets 
have gathered in the cold January night 
hoping to get in somehow or to try to get 
a glimpse of Roth or the quartet's three 
other musicians: guitarist Eddie Van 
Halen, his drummer brother, Alex, and 
his son, Wolfgang, who replaced 
founding bassist Michael Anthony in 
2006. The irony is, those lucky enough 


Away. Wolfgang holds his own throughout 
the night, playing Anthony's bass parts 
with ease, and mugging at Dad whenever 
Roth says something worth raising ап 
eyebrow to. And the vocalist himself — 
dressed like a train engineerin tan 
overalls and a newsboy hat - deftly 
manoeuvres the stage and chatters 

like it’s still 1985. 

During Everybody Wants Some he 
changes the bridge part to be about using 
his cell to take sexy photos and during 
Panama, he does a spot-on impression of 
Jim Morrison singing Stairway To Heaven. 
Also, during Panama he blurts, “Hey, 
waitress, give me whatever's in your 
hand, sugar!” - and when he gets it, he 
makes the non-sequitur Rothism of the 
evening: “It’s amazing what you can do 
with а cranberry these days.” The drink 
looks crystal clear. 

The bandmates appear to have just as 
much fun as the fans, showing no signs of 
the tenuous relationship the Van Halens 
have had with Roth over their career. As 
the singer goes offon one tangent after 
another, covering everything from Lady 
Gaga to his time working as a paramedic 


“The last time I stood on 
a stage this low, I had to get the 
car home by midnight” 


DAVID LEE ROTH 


to have а spot waiting for them inside 
are potentially Van Halen's worst 
enemies: music critics. 

Ostensibly a press event to announce 
the release of Van Halen's 12th studio 
album - and first with Roth in over three 
decades, A Different Kind Of Truth - 
begins with their electrifying coverof The 
Kinks’ You Really Got Me. All journalistic 
objectivism quickly goes by the wayside 
as sweaty writers sing along to the 
triumphant chorus. The only song the 
band plays that seems relevant to A 
Different Kind Of Truth is She's The 
Woman, a classic-sounding tune they'd 
demoed in 1977 and later cannibalised for 
Mean Street, that they're recording for 
the first time now. For the rest of the 
night, the fans - who also count among 
them tennis champ John McEnroe, 
talk-show host Jimmy Fallon, members of 
the Roots and Sonic Youth, and even 
singer Patty Smyth, whom the band had 

once asked to replace Roth as their 

singer (she declined) - embrace Van 

Halen as they rock through 70 minutes 

of Dave Lee Roth-era hits. 

Truly, nothing can hold Van Halen 
back on any stage. Eddie, who is dressed 
in a black t-shirt and ripped jeans, still 

shreds effortlessly, moving between his 
trademark finger-tapping solos and his 
whammy bar. And the sunglasses- 
wearing Alex, who is playing a much 
smaller kit than usual tonight, makes 
use of the small space by using the 
heating pipe behind him for the 
cowbell part in Dance The Night 


in the Bronx, Eddie, Alex and Wolfgang sit 
by idly, smiling and laughing at David's 
jokes. Only during his Gaga tangent, after 
You Really Got Me, do a few bass notes 
creep out, signalling the singer to wrap. 
things up. He turns to Wolfgang and says, 
"Hold on one sec here, kiddo!" Eddie 
follows suit, and Roth, unfazed, 
introduces Runnin' With The Devil. 

In fact, tonight seems to be more 
about David than anyone else. Cafe Wha? 
was once owned by Manny Roth, Diamond 
Dave's now 92-year-old uncle, who let 
this space serve as the launching pad for 
artists ranging from Bob Dylan to Jimi 
Hendrix. Before playing Ice Cream Man, 
for which David plays acoustic guitar, 
he recalls a time when Manny was trying 
to find Dylan a place to stay. 

By the end of the night, David turns 
around to Alex and jests, “This is 
inarguably one of the better gigs, right?" 
The drummer smiles from earto ear and 
nods. As they begin their encore, Jump 
— after David explains they physically 
can't leave the stage and come back — 
it's obvious tonight means as much to 
the band as it does to the audience. 

"This is a temple," says David at one 
point. "This is a very special place, and 
Iam more nervous about this gig than 
I would ever be at Madison Square 
Garden. There is no hiding up here. 

There аге no fake vocals. There is no fake 
anything." As weall leave 
по oneis any doubt that 
something real took place. 
кову GROW 
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Joakim Brodén 
wants YOU 


KOKO, LONDON 


nder the disco ball and embellished 
décor of London's Koko, HELL's [7] 
wer-the-top performance complete 
with priest costumes and whip-wielding 
shirtless frontman David Bower sporting a 
crown of thorns, ought to be red meat to the 
crowd. But not only is the anticipation for 
the headliners such that the Second Coming 
itself would have felt like a delaying tactic, 
tonight proves not to be the band’s finest 
moment. They're clearly more comfortable 
bulldozing festival audiences than playing 
the supporting role for a band whose time 
has truly come. Hell's own history, combining 
ill luck, tragedy and eventual, triumphant 
redemption in the form of their Human 
Remains album, is a story stillin the telling, 
but the strident, camped-up chops of Let 
Battle Commence and Plague And Fyre need 
a more responsive audience than they're 
getting tonight and not even the presence 


RCOUK 


of Andy Sneap on guitar can cut through the 
indifference of a crowd whose prime 
objective is to fuel up for the main event. 
The campiness continues but the fun factor 
increases when Swedish warlords SABATON 
(9) bounce onstage with the exuberance of 
a bunch of teenage boys, lunging into an 
electric performance. Amidst flashing lights, 
bandmembers racing up and down, guitarists 
headbanging in unison and flashing smiles 
as bright and sizeable as the aforementioned 
disco ball, Joakim Brodén belts out cheese- 
filled power metal anthems like 40:1 and The 
Price OFA Nile yet still manages to exude 
masculinity with his skinhead'n'shades 
combo. Tonight is one big power metal party 
and, proving that they are gentlemen as well 
as superstars, Sabaton invite the audience 
to pick the remainder of the setlist after the 
opening numbers. There's so much love here 
tonight for the Swedes, Joakim struggles to 
express his gratitude. Power metal may be 
the guilty pleasure of the metal world, but 
even the kvitest black 
party with Sabaton after tonight. 
HANNAH MAY KILROY 


“Who wants 
a hug 


You'rein the 


Sabaton Army now 


DEAD END РАТН/ 
BRUTALITY WILL 
PREVAIL 
Camden Underworld, London 
Setting the standards for a night 
of crushing hardcore, BRUTALITY 
WILL PREVAIL [8] sound like a 
straightedge band influenced 
ically) by stoner metal, as 
the enormous riffs are married 
with f 
Acrushingly 


hurling himself off the stage. They're 
o follow, and it's 
Pennsylvania's DEAD END 
PATH [6] can't quite rise to, despite 
the admirable efforts of their man- 
mountain vocalist Uriah Thomas and 
his ability to keep the pit in working 
order. HARM'S WAY's [7] 
combination of hardcore attitude, 
Entombed-style death metaland 
grind-style vocals is groovy as hell 
lebound frontman, James 


or disagree with him if you know 
what's good for you. Luckily for all 
concerned, there's no reason to. 
RAZIO RAUF 


Chickenfoot 


Brixton Academy, London 
Sammy Hagar's got the kind of smile 
you can see from outer 


ho 
jame, plays in 
group merely to p 
account of becoming Bon 
rich as the result of a clev 
venture, and — on nights 
— effortlessly kicks a rammed 
Brixton's arse as easily as most of us 
wank. Sure, having erstwhile Van 
Halen bass-man Michael Anthony to 
your left and guitar-god Joe Satriani 
to your right can't hurt matters, 
y-riffing joy of tu 
Big Foot - undeniably the jevel in. 
s Chickenfoot 
nd the flesh-peeling intensity 
of Get Job (which sees Hagar 
ding real-life letters from fans 
whoare 
tonight ab no Montro: 
in the encore may disappoint soi 
fans who were here for 2004 
nuclear-powered Shep! 
sho 
of Hagar's timeless 70s output, but 
of Foxy Ladyis p 


himself. Fucking brilliant. 
ALEXANDER MILAS 


Skeltonwitch get 
into thegroove 


THE BLACK 
DAHLIA 
MURDER 


SKELETONWITCH/ 
FLESHGOD APOCALXPSE 


Michigan metallers put on a killer show 


jhe three bands tonight each offer some- 

| thing relatively different, but it's clear from 

the offset that FLESHGOD APOCALYPSE [6] 

stand cut. The Italians' symphonic-heavy brand 
of brutality is a fine piece of work, but tonight, 
whether it's the slow-burning atmosphere or their 
static stage presence, it doesn't quite click. No 
such problems for the excellent SKELETONWITCH 
[8], who are finallv starting to garner more 
converts to their flawlessly executed if hardly 
versatile blend of blackened, thrashy riffs, 
effective hooks and simple melodies. Frontman 
Chance Garnette throws some fucking ridiculous 
shapes as well, which adds to the fun. Whichever 
of tonight's two main attractions you're more 
likely to punt for, you'd be hard pushed to argue 
that THE BLACK DAHLIA MURDER [9] don't edge 
it. Still buzzing from the release of the epic Ritual 
album last year, the Michigan melo-death ragers 
absolutely lay waste to Camden tonight, smashing 
skulls with the likes of Moonlight Equilibrium 
and I Will Return. More of this please, London. 
MERLIN ALDERSLADE 


is blinded by grint 


NAPALM 
DEATH 


THE ATROCITY EXHIBIT/ 
FLOWERS OF FLESH AND 
BLOOD/HOSTILE 


Brummy grind originals crush Camden 


espite HOSTILE's [6] notable Judas Priest. 
D (bassist Alex Hill is the son of 

Ian Hill; KK Downing handled production 
duties on their debut) thereare few early arrivals 
who witness their brand of groove metal. Faring 
far better are FLOWERS OF FLESH AND BLOOD [7]. 
Although clearly fans of Discharge and DRI, the 
integrity and aggression of their crust-leaning 
punk never falls into the realms of pastiche. As 
pointed out several times tonight by both punters 
and bands, "THE ATROCITY EXHIBIT [8] are fucking 
awesome" - their half hour of grindcore is so 
drenched in sludgy, doom dynamics it's like taking 
bong hits whilst undergoing ECT, with Eyehategod 
on the stereo. Arguably however, none of these 
bands would be in existenceif it weren't for 
NAPALM DEATH [8]. Napalm аге one of the most 
influential bands of underground music and 
although this is largely down to the exploits of 
its founders the current lineup are no less 
revered. Throwing in the usual Siege, Cryptic 
Slaughter and Dead Kennedys covers, moaning 
about the waft of piss and finding room for a new 
track, Quarantined, it's a faultless grind assault. 
TOBY соок 
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НАММЕВЕЙ, 


KOKO, LONDON 


headline band in their own right, that started way back in April, the internet. 

A om [7] find themselves commandos can, quite frankly, fuck off. 
playing to a non-partisan crowd. Opening with said album's first cut, Hammer 

While there are a fair few existing fans at Of The Gods, and following with Heavy Metal 


the front, it means that they have to work Thunder, it's clear that here is a band that Gods 


ammer Of " 
hard to elicit the hands held aloft that Let have decided that getting old is something Нат Metal Thunder 
Doomsday 


The Hammer Fall clearly wants. Hammerfall that happens to other people. Biff Byford When Doors) е 

may be a bit cheesy, but then modern power тау have retired the silver spandex but he Chase qe Man 

metal intrinsically is. Stancesare heroic, still has a set of pipes that will fell а rhino Mein. ЖИР 

and so are the choruses. Fists duly pump the at50 paces. Hell, if anything he is a better Solid Ball Опа 

airand пем friendsare таде. singer nowthan 30 years ago. Blasting away Never икс, ç 
| It's been 30 years since Denim And through a set covering four decades, there's 7 layed On 
| Leather was released - one ofthe highlights (не letup. A 27-song setlist is value for 4 The Bands gain 
| ofwhatisarguablythe greatest period in money by anyone's reckoning, and what " ° 

music. To celebrate said anniversary and as songs theyare. From biker anthem Wheels Of Rack The ç 


a special end of tour treat SAXON [9] аге Steel to the rarely heard Fire In The Sky with Drum 590 он 
airing this classic in full. Oft times around its oh-so-80s nuclear war theme, it's clear мін Ee 2455 
such events there are miserable naysayers that the Barnsley barnstormers hold ап Play It Loud 


moaning about them dwelling on past. underrated gift for a stonking tune. The And Ready 


Seeing as this the last night ofthe CallTo final song before the encores is the ace in 
Arms tour supporting album number 18and — the hole: Princess Of The Night. Easily one of 
the greatest songs ever written, 30 years on 
it still compels the head to bang. Slowly but 
surely, and with the minimum of fuss, Saxon 
have become a British institution. 
ALASTAIR RIDDELL 


Crusader 
Power And 
747 (Strangers I" 
Night) 


d The Glory 


Much of This Is Spinal Tap was based 

‘on Saxon's exploits because Harry . - Г Arm Of The Law У 
CT RE лд Ал сі 

time with the band on the road in 1981. 
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| MANY MORE DESIGNS! 
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HAMMER SUBSCRIPTIONS 


SUBSCRIBE 


NOW AND GET FREE TICKETS TO HAMMERFEST! 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
METAL HAMMER 
FOR ONLY £21.99 

EVERY SIX 

MONTHS AND 


HAMMERFEST IV 


ammerfest is a three-day festival 

with over 50 bands performing 

including Anthrax, Skindred, 
Evile, Exodus, Amon Amarth and more. 


Hammerfest IV takes place March 16-18, | 
with the pre-party оп March 15 at 
Prestatyn Sands holiday camp in North | 
„ Wales. With three arenas going round 

7! the clock, this event really is not to 

3 bemissed! 


*Tickets do not include transport, 
expenses or accommodation. 
Instructions on how to get your tickets 
will be given on purchase. 


$ BSCRIBE TO METAL HAMMER NOW AND GET: 
4 FREE TICKETS TO HAMMERFEST IV! 
30% OFF THE COVER PRICE — JUST ЕЗ AN ISSUE! 
EXCLUSIVE FEATURES ON THE GREATEST NAMES 
IN METAL - PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 
13 ISSUES A YEAR DELIVERED DIRECT TO YOUR DOOR 
ORDER ONLINE AT: 


WWW.MVFAVOURITEMAGAZINES COUK/MHMPIP 


0844 848 2852 QUOTE CODE MHMPIP LINES OPEN MON TO FRI ВАМ-9.ЗОРМ, SAT 8AM-4PM 
СОТ HAMMERFEST TICKETS ALREADY? WANT SOMETHING ELSE? THEN HEAD 
OVER ТО WWW.METALHAMMER COUK/SUBSCRIBE FOR OUR OTHER OFFERS 
CLOSING DATE: MARCH 8, 2012 


— NOT IN THE UK? © 
FOR FANTASTIC SAVINGS PLEASE VISIT: 
WWW.MYFAVOURITEMAGAZINES.CO.UK/METALHAMMER 
ҰЯ MAKE MEGA SAVINGS BY SIGNING UP THROUGH OUR CS 
NORTH AMERICAN BUREAU (ХО GIFTS THOUGH} = 
ORDER ONLINE: WWW.IMSNEWSCOM/MHM 
ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-428-3003 (TOLL-FRE: 
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> . 
RISE TO 


THE 
REMAIN ARE 


READY 
How was Defenders 

Of The Faith for you? 

Austin Dickinson (vocals): 
“Defenders Of The Faith was one 
of our favourite tours that we've 
ever done. We got to play with 
Trivium, In Flames, Ghostand 
Insense, and they're all fucking 
badass bands. Being on the 
road with bands that talented is 
really inspiring for us, so it was 
really, really cool.” 


You managed to get most 
of Brixton involved in one 
simultaneous headbang.. 
"Yeah! We try to be original 
and come up with our own 
things, and Ithink thatone 
маза keeper. Brixton Academy 
is a huge venue for me; it's 
one of my favourites, and the 
reaction was amazing” 


What kind of impetus does 
that give you for these 


headlining shows? 
"The only way is up! You gotta 
get bigger and you gotta get 
better. We've got Heaven Shall 
Burn as support, and they're an 
amazing band - so brutal! They 


a 


REMAIN 


G FROM DE 
FAITH IN DECEMBER, RISE TO 
TO STEP IT 


ENDERS OF 


UP. 

are mad so they'll probably burn 

down the venue or something 
even get on stage!” 


ion on the road? 
“Firstand foremost, we wanna 
give people bang for their buck. 
Heaven Shall Burn have a 
phenomenal live show. It's 
fucking ridiculous, snarling 

and contorting, so we're really 
stoked to have them on the bill. 
Wejust want to make surethat 
people are enjoying themselves." 


Just how big a tour is this? 
"You've gotta look at what 
you've got, andthen you've got 
to think ofthe next radical 
expansion of that. Shoot for the 
stars. We've had good ideas, 
dumb ideas and some downright 
wacky ideas, Тнеуте all worth 
it, and this touris gonna be the 
best we've done so far. As тапу 
people know, we've changed 
our lineup recently and can't 
waitto play these shows with 
ournew members and slay the 
UK! We promiseto give you guys 
a show you're not gonna forget.” 


РЕВ 9 MANCHESTER ИОНО LI 
FEB 10 GLASGOW GARAGE 


FEB 11 BELFAST SPEAKEASY 
FEB 12 DUBLIN THE PINT 
FEB 13 LEICESTER SUB 91 


36 LEEDS THE WELL 
RHAMPTON 
FEB 18 LONDON 02 ACADEMY ISLINGTON — — 
FEB 19 NORWICH WATERFRONT 


AMON AMARTH 
GRAND MAGUS 

MAR 13 GLASGOW 02 ABC 

MAR 16 BELFAST MANDELA НАЦ 
MAR 15 DUBLIN VICAR STREET 

MAR 16 WOLVERHANPTON WULFRUN 
MAR 17 HAMMERFEST PRESTATYN — 
MAR 18 CARDIFF SOLUS. 


* ANDREW WK 
APR 12 LONDON ELECTRIC BALLROOM 
APR 13 MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY 
APR 14 GLASGOW GARAGE 


Scott lan caught 
ina moment 


* BEHOLDER 
МАЯ 1 BIRMINGHAM ROADHOUSE 
MAR 2 MANSFIELD INTAKE 
МАЯ 3 NUNEATON QUEENS HALL 
MAR 4 STOKE GREEN STAR 
MAR 9 GLASGOW IVORY BLACKS 
MAR 10 SELBY RIVERSIDE 
МАЯ 16 MERSEYSIDE REVOLVER 
MAR 17 GRIMSBY VARDBIROS. 
МАЯ 30 BLACKPOOL THE TACHE 
APR 7 MAIDSTONE PANDEMONIUM CLUB 
APR 8 EXETER CAVERN 
APR 9 BRISTOL FLEECE 


BLACK VEIL BRIDES 
МАЯ 24 WOLVERHAMPTON CIVIC HALL 
МАЯ 25 BELFAST MANDELA HALL 

МАЯ 26 DUBLIN ACADEMY 

MAR 27 GLASGOW BARROWLANDS 
МАЯ 28 EDINBURGH PICTUREHOUSE 
MAR 29 LEEDS ACADEMY 

МАЯ 30 LONDON 02 BRIXTON ACADEMY 
APR 1 BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 


HAMMER-SPONSORED 
BLOODSTOCH 2012 

ALICE COOPER, ВЕНЕМОТН 
DIMMU BORGIR, WATAIN 
ORANGE GOBLIN + MORE 
AUG 10-12 DERBY CATTON HALL 


MAR 15 LONDON 02 ACADEMY ISLINGTON 
MAR 16 HAMMERFEST PRESTATYN 


ARCHITECTS 

ROLO TOMASSI 

STRAY FROM THE PATH 
APR 1 BRIGHTON CONCORDE 2 

APR 2 READING SUB 89 

APR 3 COLCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 

APR 4 PORTSMOUTH WEDGEWDOD ROOMS 
APR S CARDIFF GREAT HALL 2 

APR 6 DUBLIN ACADEMY 

APR 7 BELFAST MANDELA HALL 

АРК 9 LIVERPOOL ACADEMY 2 

APR 10 NEWCASTLE ACADEMY 2 

APR 11 ABERDEEN LEMON TREE 

APR 13 EDINBURGH LIQUID ROOMS 

APR 14 SHEFFIELD CORPORATION 

APR 16 WOLVERHAMPTON SLADE ROOMS 
APR 17 STOKE UNDERGROUND 


GIGS 


* TOURS 


Metallica: Black 
Album! Yesh-eaah! 


MAR 10 ABERDEEN TUNNELS 
MAR 11 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY 2 

MAR 12 YORK THE DUCHESS. 

MAR 13 LEEDS COCKPIT 

MAR 15 NORTHAMPTON ROADMENDER 
МАЯ 16 HAMMERFEST PRESTATYN 

MAR 17 WOLVERHAMPTON SLADE ROOMS 
MAR 18 NOTTINGHAM RESCUE ROONS 
MAR 19 NORWICH WATERFRONT 

MAR 20 COLCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 

MAR 22 OXFORD 02 ACADEMY 2 

MAR 23 EXETER LEMON GROVE 

MAR 24 CARDIFF GREAT HALL 2 

MAR 25 SOUTHAMPTON TALKING HEADS 
МАЯ 26 MARGATE WESTCOAT BAR 

MAR 27 LONDON 02 ACADEMY ISLINGTON 


° DEAF HAVANA 


APR 18 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY 


1 APR 19 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY 
APR 20 GLASGOW GARAGE 


АРВ 21 LEEDS COCKPIT 
APR 22 NOTTINGHAM HIT THE DECK FEST 
APR 24 MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY 
APR 25 NORWICH WATERFRONT 

APR 26 LONDON ELECTRIC BALLROOM 
27 CARDIFF спо 


HAMMER-SPONSORED 
DESERTFEST 

(ORANGE GOBLIN, KARMA 
'TO BURN, CORROSION ОҒ 


CONFORMITY, CHURCH ОҒ 
MISERY + MORE) 


APR 6-8 LONDON (VARIOUS VENUES) 


DEVIN TOWNSEND 


ост 27 LONDON ROUNDHOUSE 


THE DEVIL WEARS PRADA 
FEB 8 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY 2 
FEB 10 PLYMOUTH WHITE RABBIT 


FEB 12 BRIGHTON HAUNT 
FEB 13 OKFORD 02 ACIDERVE 
п 


* HAMMER-SPONSORED 
DOWNLOAD FESTIVAL 
(METALLICA, BLACK 
SABBATH, PRODIGY, LAMB 
OF GOD, SOUNDGARDEN, 
MACHINE HEAD, ANTHRAX, 
DEVILDRIVER + MORE) 

JUNE 8-10 DONINGTON PARK 


DREAM THEATER 
PERIPHERY 


FEB 8 GLASGOW CLYDE AUDITORIUM 
APR 21 LONDON (VARIOUS VENUES) FEB 9 MANCHESTER APOLLO 
FEB 10 LONDON WEMBLEY ARENA 
“ CHIMAIRA 
MAR 8 GLASGOW KING TUTS * GRAVEYARD 
MAR 9 DUNDEE BEATS GENERATOR LIVE! RADIO MOSCOW 


МАЯ 22 LONDON UNDERWORLD 
МАЯ 24 NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY 


` HAMMER-SPONSORED 
HAMMERFEST 4 
(ANTERAX, SKINDRED, 
PARADISE LOST + MORE) 
MAR 15-17 PRESTATYN PONTIN'S 


JOE BONAMASSA 

МАЯ 23 BRIGHTON CENTRE 

МАЯ 24 SHEFFIELD MOTORPOINT ARENA 
МАЯ 25 NEWCASTLE METRO ARENA 
МАЯ 27 EDINBURGH USHER HALL 

МАЯ 28 LIVERPOOL ECHO ARENA 

МАЯ 30 BOURNEMOUTH BIC 

МАЯ 31 BIRMINGHAM NIA 


KILLING JOKE 

MAR 4 EXETER LEMON GROVE 

МАЯ 5 BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 

МАЯ 6 NORWICH WATERFRONT 

MAR в LONDON ROUNDHOUSE 

MAR 9 SHEFFIELD CORPORATION 

МАЯ 10 MANCHESTER 02 ACADEMY 
МАЯ 12 GLASGOW 02 ABC 

MAR 13 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY 
МАЯ 14 WOLVERHAMPTON WULFRUN HALL 
МАЯ 16 PORTSMOUTH PYRAMID CENTRE 
МАЯ 17 OXFORD 02 ACADEMY 


KORN 

МАЯ 25 LONDON 02 ACADEMY BRIXTON 
МАЯ 26 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY 
MAR 28 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

МАЯ 29 GLASGOW 02 ACADEMY 


DESTROYERS | 
OF THE FAITH 


FEATURING CANNIBAL 
CORPSE, TRIPTYKON, 
ENSLAVED, JOB FOR 
A COWBOY + MORE 


MAR 7 BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 
MAR 8 GLASGOW BARROWLANDS 
MAR 9 MANCHESTER 02 ACADEMY 
MAR 10 LONDON HMV FORUM. 
MAR 11 BIRMINGHAM INSTITUTE 


“PESTS * EVENTS 


THE PRODIGY 


DOWNLOAD'S CONTROVERSI 
HEADLINERS PREPARE TO 


THEIR TERRITORY. 


Are you sick of the 

But Download is a rock 
festival!” moaners yet? 
Keith Flint (frontman): “To be 
quite honest, Prodigy coming 
out ofthe raves and [into the 
rock scene] feels like old news. 
With all due respect, we bring 
the party whata lot of other 
bands don't - we've got the 
beats and we've got the bass, 
but wealso have the mayhem, 
the ferocity and the venom. 


Do you see yourselves as 
a rock band when it comes 
to live shows? 

"T wouldn't saya ‘rock band’, 
but we're definitely а band. 
We'rea fucked-up bastard of a 
band, and maybe we've brought 
a newmeaning to the word, but 
we'rea gang. We are the cult of 
The Prodigy; we're very much an 
all-conquering unit. We're very 
much, ‘Who areyou? We're The 
Fucking Prodigy.” 


Your two previous stints at 
Donington seemed to go 
down a storm.. 


KOBRA AND THE LOTUS 
MAY 26 LONDON HAMMERSMITH APOLLO 


MASTODON, DILLINGER 
ESCAPE PLAN, RED FANG 
FEB 9 NORWICH UEA 

FEB 10 BIRMINGHAM НАУ INSTITUTE 
FEB 11 BRIXTON 02 ACADEMY 


MESHUGGAH 

ANIMALS AS LEADERS 
АРА 12 BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 

APR 13 WOLVERHAMPTON SLADE ROOMS 
APR 14 NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY 

APR 15 GLASGOW GARAGE 

MAR 17 MANCHESTER 02 ACADEMY 
MAR 18 NORWICH WATERFRONT 

MAR 19 BRIGHTON CONCORDE 

MAR 20 LONDON ELECTRIC BALLROOM 


AL 
MARK 


"That'sthe challenge that we're 
there for. It was brilliant, and 
Ihave to say that Download and 
The Prodigy did that together, 
you know what mean? It wasn't 
about the band, itwas aboutan 
absolutefucking ruckus, the 
true riotthat happened when 
weall got together. That's why 
ете hungry to do it again, and 
Ilike the challenge that the 
Download crowd takes no 
fucking prisoners. If you're 
faking it, don't turn up, ог 
you're gonna get ripped to 
fucking bits.” 


Even so, this year’s lineup 

a hell of a bill to be on. 
“T think we're the only band 
that's played with Metallica 
and not cot ripped off ће 
stage, sol think we stand up. 
Another thing is that it's the 
only UK festival that we're 
gonna be doing this year. 
We've been in the studio, so 
we're gonna bring in some 
newtracks, and our new 
sound is ferocious. There's 
no compromise.” 


MICHAEL SCHENKER 
MAY 9 WOLVERHAMPTON WULFRUN HALL 
MAY 10 MANCHESTER HMV RITZ 

MAY 11 GLASGOW 02 ABC 

MAY 12 LONDON 0? 5 
BUSH EMPIRE 


NORMA JEAN 

THE CHARIOT 
DEAD AND DIVINE 
ADMIRALS ARMS 
FEB 26 CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 
FEB 27 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEMY 
FEB 28 GLASGOW 02 АВС 

FEB 29 DUBLIN THE VILLAGE 
MAR 1 BELFAST LIMELIGHT 
MAR 2 SHEFFIELD CORPORATION 
МАЯ 3 LONDON UNDERWORLD 


ORANGE GOBLIN 
APR 7 LONDON DESERTFEST 


HERDS 


APR В BRISTOL THE FLEECE 
APR 9 DERBY THE DLD BELL 
APR 10 GLASGOW CL 

APR 11 MANCHESTER SOUN 
APR 12 SWANSEA THE GARAG 
APR 13 PLYMOUTH THE WHITE RABBIT 
APR 14 OXFORD 02 ACADEMY 
APR 20 DUBLIN THE PINT 
APR 21 BELFAST SPRING 


PARKWAY DRIVE 
THE GHOST INSIDE 
MISS MAY I 
CONFESSION 
АРА? LONDON INDIGO (0; 
APR 8 BIRMINGHAM H 
APR 9 GLASGOW 02 ABC 
APR 10 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 
APR 11 CARDIFF UNI GREAT HAL 


PEARL JAM 
JUN 20 MANCHESTER MEN ARENA 
UN 23 ISLE OF WIGHT FES) 


PRIMUS 
APR 6 LONDON ROYAL ALBEI 
APR 5 LONDON ROYAL ALBEI 


PROTEST THE HERO 
LONG DISTANCE CALLING 
BLOOD COMMAND 
UNEVEN STRUCTURE 

MAR 2 CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 

MAR З BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADENY 

MAR 6 SHEFFIELD CORPORATION 

MAR 7 MANCHESTER 02 ACADEMY 

MAR 8 GLASGOW 02 ABC 

MAR 9 LONDON 02 ACADEMY ISL 


RAMMSTEIN 
FEB 24 LONDON 0? ARENA 
FEB 25 BIRMINGHAM LG ARENA 

7 DUBLIN 02 
FEB 29 NEWCASTLE METRO ARENA 
MAR 1 MANCHESTER MEN ARENA 
MAR 2 NOTTINGHAM CAPITAL FN ARENA 


RISE TO REMAIN 
HEAVEN SHALL BURN 
MAR 2 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADENY 
MAR 8 PORTSMOUTH WEDGEWOOD Rí 
MAR 10 NORWICH WATERFRONT 
MAR 11 LIVERPOOL 02 ACADEMY 
MAR 12 GLASGOW GARAGE 

MAR 13 YORK FIBBERS 

MAR 14 MANCHESTER CLUB ACADEMY 
MAR 16 BRISTOL SIERKELLER 

MAR 17 LONDON 02 ACADEMY ISLIN 
MAR 18 READING SUB 89 


SHINEDOWN 
FEB 8 LONDON ROUNDHOUSE 
FEB 9 NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY 


IRBRAKE 


INSTITUTE 


Rammstein: dinner is served 


FEB 10 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY 
FEB 42 BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY 

FEB 13 LEEDS 02 ACADEMY 

FEB 14 MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

FEB 16 GLASGOW 02 ACADEMY 

FEB 17 BIRMINGHAM HMV INSTITUTE 


SKINDRED 
THERAPY? 

BLACK SPIDERS 

АРА 40 LEEDS 02 ACADEMY 

APR 11 GLASGOW 02 ABC 

APR 12 NEWCASTLE 02 ACADEMY 


APR 12 BRISTOL 


STEEL PANTHER 

МАЯ 27 BIRMINGHAM 02 ACADEN 

МАЯ 28 GLASGOW 02 ACADEMY 

МАЯ 20 MANCHESTER 02 АСА! 

MAR 31 LONDON 02 ACADEMY BRIXTON 


ACADEMY 


Beholder make the 
most of happy hour 


* STUKA SQUADRON 
MAR 9 LONDON CAMDEN UNICORN 
MAR 10 MANCHESTER SATAN'S HOLLO 
MAR 11 KENDAL BOOTLEGGER'S 
MAR 13 BOSTON AXE & CLEAVER 
MAR 16 WAKEFIELD SNOOTY FOX 
MAR 16 PRESTON RAMPAGE 
MAR 17 DERBY THE OLO BELL 
APR 6 CORK AN CRUISCIN LAN 
APR T BELFAST PAVILION. 

APR 8 LIMERICK DOLAN'S WAREHOUSE 
APR 9 DUBLIN FIBBER MAGEES 


* TAKEDOWN FESTIVAL 
(SKINDRED, BURY 
TOMORROW, LOWER 
THAN ATLANTIS, 
DEAF HAVANA, 

FEED THE REINO 
HEIGHTS + MORE} 
MAR 38 SOUTHAMPTON UNIVERSIT 


—— -~ 


ENGLAND’S FINEST GEAR UP FOR 
THEIR MOST EXPLOSIVE UK TOUR 


YET. IT’S ON. 


Which areas are you most 
looking forward to getting 
stuck into on this tour? 
Simon Hall (vocals): “Tm 

really looking forward to 
getting back to Glasgow! For 
some reason the Scottish and 
Beholder all have the same sort 
of mindset - we're all pretty 
stupid! To be quite honest, 
what we're looking at doing is 
taking it to some of the 
lesser-known regions.” 


We don't even know where 
Selby i: 

“Selby is in Yorkshire! That's 

a cracking venue. A lot of these 
venues aren't the recognised 
Academy venues, butthey're 
300-400 capacity, sothey're 
offthe beaten track a bit, 
which is great for us. They all 
warrant attention and we have 
some really good fanbases out 
there, so it's good to reach 
outto them." 


Itseems like a lot of 
bands struggle to getto 
certain area: 

"Precisely, yeah. Last 
September we did 19 shows 
in 21 days, and that really 
did take us to some wild and 
wonderful places. We're not 
scared of getting right down 
into Cornwallorthe far reaches 
of Scotland!" 


Are you looking forward 
to being able to play some 
new material? 

"Oh absolutely, that's what this 
tourisall about. I guess with 
the new material, it's a lot. 
more aggressive and a lot more 
centered on what's happening 
in the UK. We've taken our time 
with the new album because 
we wanted to do things our 
way. Now that it's done and 
we've heard it, we need to play, 
and people need to hear it. 


We can't wait!’ 


Ancient Wisdom cast a spell. 


ANCIENT VVISDOM 
APR 13 BRIGHTON GREEN DOOR 

APR 14 MANCHESTER ALTER EGO 
APR 15 GLASGOW STEREO 

APR 16 SHEFFIELD CORPORATION 
APR 17 NOTTINGHAM RESCUE ROOMS 
APR 18 LONDON OLD BLUE LAST 
APR 19 BRISTOL CROFT 


BONECRUSHER FEST 
(CARNIFEX 

BENEATH THE MASSACRE 
WITHIN THE RUINS 
MOLOTOV SOLUTION 
BETRAYING THE MARTYRS) 
FEB 12 LONDON UNDERWORLD 

FEB 13 NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY 

FEB 14 READING SUB 89 

FEB 15 MANCHESTER МОНО 


DECAPITATED 
ABORTED 

CYANIDE SERENITY 
FEB 24 BIRMINGHAM HMV- 
FEB 25 WREXHAN CENTRAL STATION 
FEB 26 LONDON DINGWALLS 

FEB 27 MANCHESTER МОНО 

FEB 28 GLASGOW GARAGE 

FEB 29 READING 50889 

MAR 1 NOTTINGHAM RESCUE ROOMS 
MAR 2 BRISTOL FLEECE 

MAR 3 MARGATE WESTCOAST 


EARTH 

АРК LEEDS BRUDENELL SOCIAL CLUB 

APR 2 MANCHESTER ISLINGTON MILL 

APR 3 BIRMINGHAM HARE & HOUNDS 

АРА 4 NEWCASTLE THE CLUNY 

APR 5 GLASGOW STEREO 

АРА 7 BELFAST AUNTIE ANNIES PORTERHOUSE 
АРА 8 DUBLIN BUTTON FACTORI/CRAWDADDV. 
APR 9 CORK CYPRUS AVENUE 

APR 13 CARDIFF MILLENNIUM MUSIC HALL 2 
APR 12 LONDON SCALA 


EXHUMED 

ANAAL NATHRAKH 
MAR 18 BRISTOL FLEECE 

MAR 19 CARDIFF BOGIEZ 

MAR 20 BELFAST V00000 

MAR 24 DUBLIN THE PINT 

MAR 22 MANCHESTER МОНО 
MAR 23 LONDON GARAGE 


INFERNO FESTIVAL 
(ANAAL NATHRAKH 
ABSU, SOLSTAFIR + MORE) 


APR 4-7 OSLO (VARIOUS VENUES) 


KRISIUN, MALEVOLENT 
CREATION, VITAL REMAINS 
+ MORE 

FEB 13 MANCHESTER МОНО 

FEB 14 DUBLIN THE PINT 

FEB 15 LONDON UNDERWORLD 


1 Or email katie.t 
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to Electric Wizard 
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HORN AGAIN: 


orrosion Of Conformity's new, 


nigh-on seven years is something 

ofa paradox. At once a return to 

the band's roots — the absence of 
Pepper Keenan leaving the core ofthe 
band's founding threesome - it's also 
theone ofthe most challenging albums 
in North Carolinans' long history. The 
* #| Southern-steeped familiarity of their 
lastfew albums has been stripped away 
foramore angular, raw sound that 
scuffs up the dividing lines between 
the punked-up early days oftheir Eye 
For An Eye and Animosity albums, the 
swirling sonic shrapnel of Voivod and 
thealmost stately pedigree the band 
have built up over three decades. But 
thenthisis a paradox that's keyed into 
thevery heart of heavy metal: able to 
innovate because its core values are 
a continuity rather than, say, the 
frozen snapshots scrapped over by the 
stultified indie scene. This month we 
getto grips with a band threaded 
deeply into the heavy metal timeline 
and discover howthey're extending 
itonce more. We also offer a pre- 
Desertfest history of desert rock with 
theaid of prime mover Chris Goss and 
a Fresh Meat special on another scene 
finding fertile ground amongst its 
darkest roots as we look at some of the 
most extreme thrash metal bands on 
theplanet, all uncouth, unleashed and 
heavy metal as fuck. The way we like it. 


ооо ооо оо оо ооо ово ово оо өөө з» ө өөө өө өөө өөө өөө ө өэ өө өө өөө ө ө 


self-titled album andtheirfirstfor | 


Christian ‘Kick’ Holm, Nekromantheon 


Inferno festival announces full lineup. 


nferno festival, Oslo, Norway's 

infamous, Easter-pillaging, 

Subterranea-sponsored four-day 
extreme metal fest has announced its 
full lineup for this year's event, which 
takes place at John Dee/Rockefeller 
venue from April 4-7. The biggest new 
names to be announced are Florida's 
reformed (not in a behavioural sense, 
obviously) death metal originals 
Autopsy; Poland's own deathlords 
Decapitated; last issue's Subterranea 
cover stars and proof that acoustic 
guitars can be both occult-laden 
harbingers of darkness and 
mesmerisingly catchy, Ancient 
VVisdom; atavistic Nordic thrash 
reprobates Nekromantheon and the 
Netherlands' The Monolith Deathcult, 
who just happen to be one of the mos! 
forward-looking and daring death 
metal acts on the planet. They'll be 


joining the likes of Arcturus, Anaal 
lathrakh, Absu, Agalloch, Aborted 
nd fellow A-teamers Borknagar, 
arth, Sólstafir and many more. 

As usual, the first night is a club 
‘ight, which will morph Escher-like 
into a disorientating pub crawl, and 
ћете? be the informative and 
irreverent black metal tour of Oslo. 
nce again the nearby Royal 
luistiania has been designated the 
fficial Inferno hotel, offering special 
rates for the duration of the festival, 
о if you feel like watching your 
wourite metal stars passed out in 
‘he foyer, this is undoubtedly the 
lace to be. Tickets are approximately 
155 for all four days, £30 for the 
lub night and £60 per day. To buy 
jour tickets and to find all the 
latest updates, head on down to 
www.infernofestival.net. 


saxophonist John Zorn, Sdlstafir's Aðalbjörn Tryggvason 
discussing the band's one-off homecoming show, AA Nemtheanga 
on Primordial's long-awaited English headline shows and more, 


WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SUBTERRANEA.HAMMER 
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DUNDERBEIST 


BLACK ARTS & CROOKED TAILS 
OUT FEBRUARY 10TH 
INDIE RECORDINGS 
Norwegian Misanthropy - Dunderbeist is finally upon their 
International debut! An exciting and innovative band to 
bring the metal sound to new levels and new generations. 
“Black Arts & Crooked Tails" consists of 10 hard and heavy 
Cut the-crap tracks that show off as their own brand of 
Norwegian Metal with a bucket of rockin it! 
FACEBOOK.COM/DUNDERBEIST 


DUNDERBEIST LIVEAT 
FESTIVAL APRIL 4TH 2012 


ж 


EL САСО 


HATRED, LOVE & DIAGRAMS 
QUT JANUARY 27TH 
INDIE RECORDINGS 
6-panel Digipak! Twice winners of Norwegian "Alarmprisen" 
for best metal/rock album (2003, 2005) with their new 
Masterpiece! Produced by the band, mixed by Bergstrand (IN 
FLAMES, MESHUGGAH and many more). For fans ofTool, 
Queens ofthe Stone Age, Deftones or Alice in Chains! 


FACEBOOK.COM/ELCACOOFFICIAL 
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RIBOZYME 


PRESENTING THE PROBLEM 
OUT FEBRUARV1OTH, — 

INDIE RECORDINGS 2% 

“Presenting the Problems a modem rock/metal qossoer 
featuring top of the line songwriting allin a massive sonic 
experience, featuring guest appearances by world-renowned artists 
like Jorgen Munkeby of Shining and Fredrik Saroea of Datarock! A 
musthave for fans of NINE INCH NAILS, TOOL, SIGUR ROS or FILTER! 
FACEBOOK.COM/RIBOZYME 


RIBOZYME LIVE AT 
FESTIVAL APRIL ATH 2012 


RISE, VULCAN SPECTRE 


NEKROMANTHEON 


RISE, VULCAN SPECTRE 

OUT JANUARY 17TH 

INDIE RECORDINGS ` 

Fast,evil and dirty thrash metal in the way ofthe old 
gods Influenced by the classics of Slayer, Sadus, Kreator, 
Dark Angel and Sepultura! 


FACEBOOK.COM/ 
NEKROMANTHEONOFFICIAL 


EENEKROMANTHEON LIVE AT 
FESTIVAL APRIL ATH 2012 


CHECK YOUR LOCAL DEALER 


FOR CHEAP INDIE TITLES NOW! 
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YE WIWINDIERECORDINGS NET “ае” INDIE DISTRIBUTION 18: 


MV play.com 
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GOD SEED 


LIVE AT WACKEN З” 
OUT JANUARY 31ST 
CD + DVD - INDIE RECORDINGS 


GOD SEED are releasing their infamous live show from 
Wacken 2008 on DVD and Live CD! Spectacular and 
provocative show including sheep heads on stakes, 
"crucified" nude models, satanic symbols, and eighty 
gallons of sheep's blood. The album is available in a 
deluxe digipack edition including a live CD, the film of the 
show on a DVD and holds liner notes from the band 
about this special show. 


FACEBOOK.COM/GODSEEDOFFICIAL 


W/ CANNIBAL CORPSE, TRIPTYKON 
AND JOB FOR A COWBOY. 

MAR 7BRISTOL 02 ACADEMY (TICKETS/0844 477 2000) 

MAR 8GLASGOW 02 ABC (TICKETS/0871 200 2233) 

MAR MANCHESTER ACADEMY (TICKETS/0161 275 4278) 

MAR 10 LONDON HMV FORUM (TICKETS/0843 2210100) 

MAR TI BIRMINGHAM HMV INSTITUTE (TICKETS/0843 221 0100) 


AXIOMA ETHICA ODINI 
SEPTEMBER 2010 
BUY IT HERE: playcom 
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Nekroman- 


theon are keen to 


distance themselves from 
the more light-hearted 
ide of the trash revival, 


which must make their 


festival has confirmed that the ntour with 
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all you've gotta 
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ff, but after 
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thrash gems. We've been ро: 
on a mission to give more people the feeling we qo! 
spirit of the 80s punched us in the face. If some kid who only probably the last phrase DAYAL PATTERSON 
dern stuff accidentally hears our album ar 
ut some more old-school bai 
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‘Party thr right: angry anc 
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ur-piece (their mol Glenn 
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the group have just d their second album as 
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the unmistakable stench ofthe 803 without ss 


WEBSITE: myspace.com/nekromanthe 
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mortal, 


2. Violent deliver 


tet lay bare the 


ll instincts of their leader 


main inspiration was 
need to create a pure extension 


nd anything interestinc 
n't complain 
ess you can offer an alterna- 
ch whining tot 
f-pity going on! 
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Spiritual Renewa 
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them apart from t 
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rd,” Iscariah agrees. 


forth our 
far! V 
іш 


55 ала broug 
darkest visions 
turn back now. 


who coils in the shadow 
d 


me destrover in 


one. We have arrived!" 


DOM LAWSON 


LINEUP: vocals), Spggen 


(guitars), Thurzur (bass), M:A Fog (drums) 


SOUND LIKE: Harrowing blackened thra: 


with a chilling, ethereal core: a gust of fetid 


steam belched from the bowels of Hell. 
CURRENT RELEASE: Sacri 
(Soulseller, 2012) 

WEBSITE: myspace.com/deadtothi: 


ault with 2007's First Strike 


album, that the band havetruly | flag for inve: 


by original 
says frontman 


the 


nted to 
wasan 


a full stable lineup, nfluen 


tep 


е marched deeper into the 
can't teadily 
ground buzz h 
Vektor since the rele 


2009's jaw 


have to 
hope Юга light at the end of the 
tunnel. Sacrifice is our offering 
Serpent Goddess, The One 


s, birth- 
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produ 
creativi 


sought 


into the future, 


might not be quite so remorse- 
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on, looks certain to propel 


nal thrash era 
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songs 
awakening, o 
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‘ion and pro: 
s been influe 
unding bani 
David DiSanto. 
rta band 
of Dest 


ut we're also 


on Once 


d, 


by Rush, Yes anc tomorrow, delivered with 
Pink Floyd. Our goal isn't to crushing precision and plugged 
copy any of those bands, into metals rarely acknow- 
though. We put everything ledged intellectual mainframe 
together in our own way. The mothership is taking off. 


icreasing und 
as surroun: 


opping Black 


offering, Outer being true 


r up the m 
ntelligent 


DOM LAWSON 


h exploration. 


main to 


explains David. 


alms of thought. 

Other songs talk 
ofthings from the dest 
of the Earth to 


Vektor are the sound of 


Don't get left behir 
е want to expand and 
of evolve the thra 
than trying to 
re full-length, butt David concludes. “It 
ourselves, Our 
t have to 
tallic ` us selling cut, ha ha ha" 


it's a 
ral 
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ic that the 
p is the 


nd and self,” 

Many of the 
mental 

exploring 


a variety 
action 


atheism 


never forgotter 


80s," 
all about 


relivethe 


orry about 


vid DiSanto (guitar/vocals), 
k Nelson (guitar), Frank Chin (bass), 
Blake Anderson (drums) 
‘SOUND LIKE: Blazing thrash, blasted at 
your ears in bewildering sonic 3D. 
CURRENT RELEASE: Outer Isolation 


(Heavy Artillery, 2011) 


WEBSITE: facebook.com/vektorofficial 
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>> CORROSION OF 72-48 


were a beacon for Southern, FRE 
sludge-laden metal. Now | 
i 


EN 


1111111 


ith their original, 
‚ 1982 liheup, can they 
triumph without former 


n Pepper Keenan? 


ometimes the quickest way to find 

the path to enlightenment is to go 

right back to the very beginning. 

The history of rock and metal is 

strewn with the burnt-out shells of 
Gap bands thwarted by lineup changes, 
lost mojos and failed attempts to recapture the 
mercurial spirit of those first, formative days 
spent making a naive din in someone's suburban 
garage, but one listen to the brand new, self- 
titled Corrosion Of Conformity album should 
swiftly confirm that these hardy veterans are 
mot going to be joining the legions of the 
prematurely dead any time soon. Seven years 
from their last album, the excellent In The 
‘Arms Of God, the North Carolina legends have 
travelled back in time and re-emerged with the 

„same three-piece lineup that recorded and 

released the seminal Animosity album way back 
in 1985. The end result of this bold venture is 
simply one of the most exciting arídascinatihg 
records the barid have ever made, even though 


longtime frontman (and current 


Down alumnus) Pépper Keenan. 
But, as bassist and now (for the 


“first time in a couple of 


decades) vocalist Mike Dean- 45 
explains, Corrosion OF E] 
Conformity are just responding. 
to circumstances and getting * 
on with the job ofredefiniu 
heaviness all over agains, 4. 

"We've been doing this in fits ant 
starts for the last little While 
knows,” he states. 'Wevebeeni 


е 
largely vor 
around the schedule of Down, because Pepper 
was such a big part of what wewere doing, I 
guess we decided to до something without him 
so that we could make ‘ita full-time thing again. 
T thought In The Arms Of God was one of our 
best records, even though we didn’t have Reed 
[Mullin] playing drums. We really enjoyed our 
trip to the UK that we did with Clutch іп 2005 
and we were hoping we would continue with 


there will inevitably be a large section of their» “that but Down kinda gof rollintrand $0 it put 


fanbase that will viewthe entire project with 
suspicion, not leastdue to the absence’of < 


us on the sidelines. So now we'velcome'up with 
something that's much more zepéatable because 


M |а 
MIKE DEAN KEEPS THE FANS 
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lemen on someone else's scheduling 
ving беша" 

А оғапуоле who has beeni following the ^^ 

Sen Corrósion Of Conformity story since the 
start, when Mike Dean joined forces with. 

guitarist Woody Weatherman and drummer 
Reed Mullin as teenagers in the early 805 and 
duly rose to prominence as one of the most 
exciting US hardcore punk bands of the era, 
the notion that this band have begun a new 
creative chapter will come as по great surprise. 
Fiom the Scbbath-tinged crossover Гру of 
Animbsity andáts sibling EP Technberacv 
through to the grooving turbo-grunge of 


> 
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Blindand on to the epic Southern metal 
of the Pepper Keenan era - check out 1994's 
Deliverance if you haven't already — COC have 
never been afraid to change direction orto 
assimilate new and disparate influences into 
their sound, and the new self-titled opus stands 
asa monument to that laudable fearlessness. 
“When we realised Pepper was committed to 
Down and we wouldn't be able to continue in 
that form, someone joked that ‘Well, you should 
do this as a three-piece!’ and eventually it 
seemed more like a serious suggestion than a 
joke, you know?" says Mike. “We started 
getting a lot of interest, people suggesting that 
some anniversary or other for Animosity was 
coming up and it'd be great to do that kind of 
nostalgia exploitation thing. We had a lot of 
interest and offers but straight away we said, 
"Let's do it, but let's write some new material’, 
so that we would have something to serve as a 
legitimate reason for people to care, rather 
than just for reasons of nostalgia. The next 
thing we know, we came up with some great 
new songs and worked them into the set right 
away and that's how we arrived here today.” 
The majority of Corrosion Of Conformity was 
recorded at Dave Grohl's Studio 606 in California, 
but this is no polished piece of mainstream 
rock. Instead, the new album harks deliberately 
but subtly back to the Animosity days, reviving 
the band's hardcore origins and blending them 
seamlessly and with frequently audacious levels 
of invention with both the hulking grooves of 
more recent albums and even а dash of Voivod- 
esque, off-kilter dissonance. With Mike Dean оп 
vocals, Reed Mullin behind the kit for the first 


"WE'VE CREATED THE 
THAT WE CAN BARE 
IT'S AT THE EDO 
PHYSICAL CAPABILITIES 


MIKE DEAN ON PUSHING HIS LIMITS. 


“: 


time since 20005 America's Volume Dealerand 
the overall stripped-down nature of the three- 
piece format, COC sound, at times, like an 
entirely new band, albeit with plenty of recog- 
nisable traits hurled into the mix ta ensure 
that faithful followers won't be too bewildered. 
"The only part of it that was calculated was 
that we decided, at the outset of this, that we 
were gonna use the experience of us relearning 
Animosity and some Technocracy songs asa 
starting point,” explains the bassist. "We 
knew that we would branch out from there but 
we weren't sure how far afield we would go. 
Inthe end we branched out pretty far so it's 
a well-rounded record, but there are a lot of 
those fast tempos from the old days. It was 
a pretty fun record to make. It's just that 
original COC thing of combining different. 
elements that aren't necessarily that original 
but combining them ina way that is!" 


f course, the world's a different place to 
what it was in 1985 and now whatever апу 
„ band does is subjected to a kind of instant 
Мей =) scrutiny that was unthinkable in the 
pre-internet era. As Mike cheerfully acknow- 
ledges, the often terminally conservative 
nature of many internet commentators and 
webzine warriors will ensure that the new COC 
album is destined to receive as much vitriolic 
disdain as it is unequivocal praise. Fortunately, 
that’s exactlythe way that the band like it. 
"That's been our whole little subplot the y 


whole time," he laughs. “When we were in 
the hardcore scene, it was actually a lot like. 


THING 
ro- SUR 


REUNIONS 


FIVE EXTREME BANDS WHO 
BLASTED BACK WITH А 
VENGEANCE. 


SWANS 

When Michael Gira's NYCNo-Wave sonicexplorers 
called ita day in 1997, their leader's notoriously 
dogged nature ensured that no one ever expected 
them to return. But return they did in 2010, with 
the stunning My Father Will Guide Me Up A 

Rope ToTheSkyalbumand some 

extraordinary live shows that 

revived the band's restless spirit 

with skyscraper-levelling intensity. 


ATHEIST 

Florida’s kings of turbo-tech death 

metal brokeall the rules and plenty of 

new ground until their untimely split 

111994. Much to the delight of fans of 

virtuoso extremity, frontman Kelly 

Shaefer couldn’tresist the temptation 

to explode back into actión in 2006. The result was 
2010's insanely brutal Jupiter album: a 
bewildering stab of hyperspeed metat science. 


AUTOPSY 

Masters of offal-soaked sludge and horror- 
drenched death metal, these Californian pioneers 
reached the end of the bloody line with 1995's 
hideous Shitfun album. In 2008, they breathed 
new life into the band’s legendary corpse and last 


year’s awe-inspiring Macabre Eternalconfirmed 


that their: 


TERRORIZER 

One of the most revered bands in the historyof 
grindcore, Terrorizer's 1989 World Downfalldebut 
isan untouchable classic. Inactive forthe next 17 
years, theyreappeared with the gruesome Darker 
Days Aheadin 2006 and will release its blazing 
follow-up - sadly without late, great guitarist 
Jesse Pintado - Hordes Of Zombies, this month. 


YOB 

Mike Scheidt’s monstrous psycho-delic doom trio 
were one of the heaviest bands on the planet, and 
their split in 2005 brought a tear to the eye of 
many a morose riff-worshipper. Only two years 
passed before the call of Cthulhu compelled 
Scheidt to resurrect the band and 

they have since 

released two utterly 

crushing albums. 

Doom on and 

on, brothers... 


Ж magic was as potent as ever, 


ute ХА? 


PRIMAL ROCK REBELLION 
A brand new studio project from 

Iron Maiden guitarist Adrian Smith and 
former SikTh vocalist Mikee Goodman 


“Technically brilliant and heavy as lead, this is nothing 
short of a musical banquet. Dig in." Alex Mitas, Editor, Metal Hammer 


The album AWOKEN BROKEN includes 
“Мо Place Like Home’ and ‘I See Lights’ 
Available on Limited Edition digipack, Double marbled vinyl, and as a download Monday 27th February. 


Go to primalrockrebellion.com to see the video for “Мо Place Like Home' and free download of 'l See Lights" i 
www.spinefarmrecords.co.uk www.tacebook.com/spinefarmrecordsuk 
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Itseems three isthe — Ü > 
magic number afterall |24 
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aminiature, alternate subculture that sort of 


>= shared all the closed-mindedness ofthe larger 
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rock and metal culture as a whole, but just on 
a smaller, more elitist level. So with the name 
Corrosion Of Conformity, we were talking about. 
corroding that conformity. People would be 
against us if we didn't have some particular 
punk rock fashion accessory or they'd be against 
us because we said we loved Black Sabbath and. 
we'd rip them off in our hardcore songs or what- 
ever. We'd be denounced for this whole series 
ofinnocuous things. So it's always been fun to 
stump people and infuriate them and get them 
talking and that's excellent publicity! A little 
bit of controversy is the best PR ever right?" 

Inevitably, the absence of Pepper Keenan 
will be among the new album's chief talking 
points, but Mike Dean has plenty of confidence 
that C0Cs diverse fanbase won't take too long 
to accept the new way of things and recognise 
the album for what it is: another great heavy 
album made by masters oftthe art. 

“Tf the fans can get over the fact that Pepper 
is not directly involved, I think they'll respond 
well toit," says Mike. “I've had some input from 
people who were maybe not fans of Animosity 
or that whole era and they've heard the songs 
and said, ‘Hey, this is really good!’ and they 
were often some of the more stalwart fans of the 
Deliverance lineup. But there's always gonna 
be some people who don't like it. You know how 
people can be online, right? Someone's always 
got a negative comment, but I feel good about 
it and I think it stands against our best stuff. 
Its right there with probably our three or four 


“WE KNEW 
PEOPLE 
WOULD SAY, 
"THAT'S 


NOT COC!’ 
MIKE DEAN ON PEPPER KEENAN'S ABSENCE 


o SUBTERRANE 


best, which I consider to be Deliverance, 
Animosity, Blind, which Thad nothing to do 
with [Mike quit СОС in 1987 and returned їп 
1993 for Deliverance] and perhaps In The Arms 
Of God, so I think it's right up there.” 

Given the vast differences between the new 
album and everything the band have produced 
overthe preceding two decades, the decision to 
make it self-titled has a definite air of defiance 
and mischief around it. Is that a fair comment? 

"Well, we'd never done it before and yeah, we 
wanted to make an audacious statement and 
make it self-titled and self-defining,” admits 
Mike. “I think part of it was that we sort of 
anticipated people saying ‘Oh, that's not COC!’ 
because their perception of our band started 
somewhere in the middle of the story, so in 
a way it's a kind of pre-emptive strike! But also 
it draws attention to the name and the name 
has some gravitas and thought-provoking 
potential, so why not put it out there?” 


when technology was limited and punk 

and metal bands played to the limits of 
their abilities and recorded on shoestring 
budgets, is that the feistiness and flaws that 
made those old records so exciting at the time 
= and, consequently, so consistently revered 
over the years that have since passed —arean 
integral part of the new COC material, imbuing 
everything from the clattering, heads-down 
attack of the opening Psychic Vampire and the 
raging Rat Cityto the more obtuse detours of 
Time Of Trialsand Your Tomorrow with a sense 
of urgency, exhilaration and fizzing chemistry 
between three old friends. 

“It’s hard to say from my point of view if we 
are completely reconnecting with that old spirit 
orifit's a new version of experiencing it,” muses 
Mike. “But I think there’s a certain amount of 
reconnecting with the energy of it, Just having 
to play those songs, with all those changes at 
that fast pace, there's not much time to think 
about anything else! We've created this thing 


pss the key to revisiting a simpler time, 


5 that we can barely do! It's at the edge of our 


physical capabilities. It's interesting to try and 
pull it off again and to keep that rawnessofthe | 
sound too. You can have the shittiest cassette 
four-track in the world and two microphones, 
but if the performance you document is the 
magical one, it’s always gonna trump an entire 
$10million worth of gear in a room designed 
by acoustic experts. It's really about the 
performance and I think we succeeded in 
capturing those moments and stringing them 
together in some songs with the spirit, without 
overlabouring anything.” 

2012 willbe a busy year for this latest 
incarnation of Corrosion Of Conformity. With 
a great deal of touring planned, including 
some European dates and festival appearances 
tentatively scheduled for the summer, there 
is absolutely no doubt that this is as serious, 
purposeful and pragmatic as any previous 
lineup. And, perhaps more importantly, that 
Mike and his bandmates have been revitalised 
by this fresh opportunity to floor the sonic 
accelerator. Even so, the future remains 
uncertain and, as a passing shot, the bassist 
freely states that those mourning the Pepper 
Keenan-fronted era of the band need not 
abandon all hope quite yet. In COC world, 
anything can (and probably will) happen... 

“Т really enjoyed the In The Arms Of God 
sessions, working with Pepper,” he says. 
“That was a really good turning point in our 
relationship artistically so I think it's a 
possibility that we'll collaborate again. Icall it 
an eventual certainty. I don't know when. We're 
enjoying doing this and we'll have some more 
to say doing it this way, but at the same time I 
think we just always want to keep it interesting. 
Working with him again might make it 
especially interesting for ourselves and those 
who care to listen to what we do. It's kinda 
nebulous for now but we're extremely open to 
doing that. Always keep an open mind!" F 


CORROSION OF CONFORMITY IS OUT ON 
FEB 27 VIA CANDLELIGHT RECORDS. 
THE BAND WILL PLAY DESERTFEST, 
LONDON, APRIL 6-8, AND BLOODSTOCK, 
DERBYSHIRE, AUGUST 10-12 
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30 YEARS ON FROM HIS DEATH, THE FULL 
STORY OF OZZY'S LOST GUITAR HERO. 
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OUR FREE APP TO GET THE DIGITAL EDITION 
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“It's jammy and less processed, more raw, as 
rock'n'roll is meant to be. Perfection is boring... 
let the chips fall where they may and embrace 
the buzz and the feedback." 

CHRIS 6055 ON THE BEAUTY OF DESERT ВОСК. 


hen the sound now known 
as "Desert Rock first burst. 
forth from the Southern 
Californian city of Palm 
Desert in the early 905, few 
could have guessed the extent to which it would 
spread, drifting across the planet on the warm 
winds above the dry, barren landscapes from 
whence it was born. Blending big, warm, fuzzy 
riffs, expansive and organic soundscapes, 
acoustic jams and psychedelic overtones, it 
was a style that allowed those urban dwellers 
to transport themselves into the experience 
of wandering through open, sand-filled land- 
scapes, while consuming gently mind-altering 
substances. Which was no coincidence really, 
‘as many of its creators were doing just that. 


Vol m/v. 


DESERT ROCK 


having periods of heaviness and lightness, light | someone's home and the mixing console is in 
and shade, You can't just be heavy all the time, 1 the living room just off of the kitchen, so it 
it gets boring; you have to have moments where | doesn't feel like you're in Darth Vader's 


the sound opens up, and passing that aesthetic 
along and showing it to a new generation, 
Ithinkthat's been my job really. As for the 
drugs it's nothing new, it's no different from 
Lord Byron and Edgar Allan Poe or impressionist 
painters drinking absinthe, it's that bashing 
yourself mentally that's been a part of making 


| 


laboratory like other studios. It's very rustic, 
there's a wood fire burning, there's barbequing 
outside the door... it's fantastic for creativity." 

The list of Desert Session collaborators has 
grown steadily since the first volume was 
recorded in 1997 to include various members 
of Soundgarden, Monster Magnet, Kyuss, 


art for quite awhile. It allows a certain amount | Goatsnake, Queens Of The Stone Age, Ween 


of playfulness, though it's a double-edged 
sword so you have to know when it becomes 
detrimental, Stimulants can damage music 
quite easily by making you strive for perfection, 
or play too fast, or get obsessed with things.” 


came when he was recording the 1988 
debut album of his band, Masters Of 
Reality, in New York and found himself endlessly 
attempting the perfect take, surrounded by 
no fewer than 70 rolls of tape holding some 


Cem speaking, the epiphany for Chris 


and more, as well as seeing participation from 
‘Twiggy Ramirez (ex-Marilyn Manson) and PJ 
Harvey, with whom Chris shared his personal 
highlight, a collaboration entitled There Will 
Never Be A Better Time, which made its way 
onto Volume 9: I See You Hearin’ Me. 

"T was sitting on the porch with an acoustic 
guitar, Ithink it belonged to Twiggy, a little 
Gibson,” recalls Chris, “and Polly came out onto 
the porch, heard what I was playing and sat... 
down and started writing notes. We really 
didn't speak to each other at all, I was just 


7 


3 


'HAVING THE PATIENCE TO LISTEN TO LONG 


PIECES OF MUSIC IS BECOMI 


Likeso many seminal movements — such as 
the early 905 Norwegian black metal scene or UK 
grindcore in the 80s — the number of individuals 
involved in the birth of the genre was actually 
very small, centring largely around Kyuss, who 
not only took the sound into the mainstream 
but whose guitarist, Josh Homme, would go on 
to instigate the legendary Desert Sessions, ап 
ongoing series of collaborations which helped 
expand the genre in style. Another key figure 
has been the less publicly known Chris Goss, 
who, having fronted the successful Masters Of 
Reality, went onto produce the likes of Kyuss, 
Slo Burn, Queens Of The Stone Age and Nebula 
and was something of a constant in the Sessions 
themselves, appearing not only as a producer 
but often as a musician. For him, desert rock is 
linked intrinsically to the very essence of rock 
itself, and continues a tradition that goes back 
to the 70s and beyond, its current popularity 
acting as proof of just how far we've strayed 
from the true path in those intervening years. 
Needless to say, just as in the 70s, psychedelic 
drugs also have a fundamental role to play... 

“I think it's an indication that people want 
a looser form of music," he explains of desert 
rock's surprising longevity. “Туе devoted my 
life to ‘album rock’ and just being able to sit 
down and have the patience to listen to long 
pieces of music is becoming a lost art. It's about 


į 200 takes, while down the hall Keith 


Richards recorded his debut solo album, 
Talk Is Cheap, in an atmosphere of 
laughter, drink, drugs and good times. At 
that moment Chris resolved to never record 
in a miserable atmosphere again, and based 
future sessions around the idea that a fun 
recording atmosphere makes for good records. 
It was this fundamental concept that was also 
at the core of Josh's Desert Sessions, the idea 
of simply playing for the sake of music. Now on 
their 10th volume, they continue to take place 
in Joshua Tree in California, with the refuge of 
the desert (and frequently the famous 
home-turned-studio Rancho De La Luna in 
particular) being a key part of the equation. 
“The largest creative ririging that I hear in 
my head is in the desert, and that includes 
most of the cities around the world where there 
isa scene happening,” Chris explains. “I feel 
there's a creative buzz in the air, and I've been 
chasing those around my whole life, whether 
it's in New York City in the 70s or Los Angeles 
in the 80s. I'd rather be here in Joshua Tree 
[Chris also has a studio there] than anywhere 
elsein the world right now, There's also nothing 
like Rancho De La Luna = it's a fantastic place 
and it’s got a great vibe. It's a place that once 
you get there and start recording, you don't 
want to leave. It's a house, so you're actually in 


| 
| 


LOST ART" 


playing these chords, and within afew 
minutes she said, 1 think I have some 
lyrics, so I said, ‘OK, let's do it: We never 

rehearsed or played the song ever, we just went 
in and performed it for the first and last time 
ever and that's the take you hear on the 
record. It really stunned everyone in the room 
— everyone's jaws were on the floor, including 
mine and Polly's.” 

Now an established genre, desert rock has 
spread to reach such unlikely territories as 
Sweden and the UK, the latter soon to be host 
toa three-day event, aptly named Desertfest. 
For his part, Chris is more than happy to see 
the movement continue to spread but suggests 
a need for it to continue evolving rather than 
find itself dose in on itself creatively speaking. 

“Alot of it gets tied into Black Sabbath and 
alot of fuzz guitar,” he concludes, “so there is 
a glue that holds it together and a lot of it is 
retro glue, and what Id like to see, what would 
be ideal, is for it to be taken tothe next level. 
It needs to be brought forward, taking 
influence from otherartists and other genres 
doing interesting things. But it's become part. 
ofthe fabric of rock'n'roll now, and I'm really 
kind of proud of it all.” + 


DESERTFEST TAKES PLACE ACROSS 
CAMDEN, LONDON BETWEEN APRIL 6-8 
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Terrorizer: grinding ou: 
sparks in the dark 


HORDES OR/ZOMBIES 


! SEASON OF MIST | V > 


Grinding veterans revive a classic corpse 


t would be difficult to over- 
state the significance of 
Terrorizer's 1989 debut 
album, World Downfall, in 
terms of the evolution of grindcore. 
A seemingly one-off collaboration 
between Morbid Angel's Dave Vincent 
and Pete Sandoval, vocalist Oscar 
Garcia and guitarist Jesse Pintado, 
it’s up there with Repulsion’s 
 Horrified and the first two Napalm 
Death albums as an unassailable 
demonstration of how things should 
be done. In fact, its seminal 
resonance is twofold, since it was 
arguably the first record that blurred 
the lines between the predominantly 
punk-fuelled rawness of early 
grind and the blazing technicality 
and precision of the death metal 
scene that was beginning to gather 
pace and usurp thrash as the 
underground subgenre du jour. 
‘Twenty-three years later, World 
Downfall still sounds amazing and 
so regardless of the paucity of their 
output since, Terrorizer is always a 
name that will cause extreme metal 
aficionados to prick up their ears. 
Charged with honouring their 
formidable legacy, the band 
reformed in 2005 with Garcia 
replaced by Anthony Rezhawk and 
with Tony Norman acting as stand-in 
for Vincent. The resultant album, 
Darker Days Ahead, was credible 
enough but the untimely death of 
Jesse Pintado that same year 


. Six years on, and with 
Katina Culture (from LA-based 
crusty grinders Resistant Culture) 
attacking six strings with warped 
abandon in her forerunner's 
absence and the imperious Vincent 
reinstated, the somewhat clumsily 
titled Hordes Of Zombies comes 
а lot closer than its predecessor to 
mirroring the visceral destruction 
wrought by that extraordinary first 
record. Primarily delivered at 
lightning speed - Sandoval 
recorded the drums before the 
surgery that precluded him from 
playing on the latest Morbid Angel 
album - and with the band’ 
trademark grim hooks drawing 
blood with invigorating consistency, 
this boldly captures the raw spirit 
of grind's early days and, thanks 
to a set of songs that throw up 
occasional flashes of invention 
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without straying too far from that 
original brutal blueprint, the likes 
of Evolving Era and Broken Mirrors 
eam their right to be mentioned їп 
the same breath as hallowed classics 
like Fear Of Napalm and Dead Shall 
Rise, On the scorching d-beat Bolt 
Thrower-isms of Radiation Syndrome, 
charred swathes of repulsi 
dissonance and grotesque tempo 
drops bring the album's under- 
current of evil intent briskly to the 
boil, while on Generation Chaos a 
dash of haughty grandeur sprouts 
up between cracks in the 
unrelenting aural concrete, duly 
upping the deathly quotient of the 
whole enterprise. With a production 
that adds a churning, disquieting 
density to the band’s attack, Hordes 
Of Zombies sounds endearingly out 
of time; strong and distinctive 
enough to hold its own in any era, 
but undeniably worthy of attention 
and praise amid the bewildering 
diversity of the modern metallic age. 
Beyond that, of course, it fucking 
rips like there really is no tomorrow: 
a perfect soundtrack for the 
impending apocalypse, you say? 
Such is its reputation that 

Terrorizer will never be able to 
surpass World Downfall, of course, 
but it won't be for lack of effort. 

This is top-class stuff 

and a worthy salute 

to a fallen comrade. 

DOM LAWSON 


| DRUMS | 


^I recorded the drums for this 
album in January 2009 before I 
had my back surgery. Now I'm well 
and strong, ready to go out into 
battle on the road again!” 


"The fact that I love this band and 
the new material so much helped 
me tap into that spirit. I'm just 

enjoying the moment and feeling 
the magic of it. ' 


“Finally Terrorizer will be playing 
live in 2012! I should add that this 
will be the first time Terrorizer will 
tour. It's gonna be brutal, heavy, 
fast, grind! Also, we recorded a 
video in Los Angeles for the song 
Hordes Of Zombies, which we plan 
to release at the end of February 
when the album comes out. See 
you soon, metalheads!” 


POSSESSION 
[RELAPSE | 
US trad metallers bit 

atis less travelled 
Тһе second outing from US trad 
metallers Christian Mistress 
continues the raucous, rough'n 
ready vibe of their debut Agony 
8 Opium, the raspy tones of 
vocalist Christine Davis now 
instantly recognisable, Unlike 
most retro acts — or bands with 
a sense of history if you prefer 
— Christian Mistress leave the 
fist-banging mania to the 
professional cheesemongers; 
songs about drinking beer, 
banging your head and maybe 
a chick or two aren't so much off 
the menu as not even on the 
grocery list. Musically too, 
although the band play right. 
from the gut — there are some 
serious chops on display. The 
barrelling rhythm section, 
duelling twin guitars and even — 


status. Thankfully Eternal Tum Of 
The Wheel sees the band retum 
to form, the five songs and one 


introduction piece that make up 
its 36 minutes of playing time 
injected with the haunting sense 
of yeaming that has made 
albums like 2006's Blood In 
Our Wells so essential. With the 
hypnotic song structures of 
Burzum, and a touch of 
countrymen Noktumal Mortum's 
fascination with folk and 
acoustic guitars, numbers such 
аз When Gods Leave Their 
Emerald Halls revolve around 
densely layered and earnest 
guitar work and steadily blasting 
percussion, lacing the results 
with simplistic synth lines and 
impassioned vocals, both 
courtesy of Roman Blagih and 
both used sparingly, allowing 
the song to breathe. It's is a slow 
burner for sure, and thus more 

than apt for these cold 

winter nights. 

DAYAL PATTERSON 


instantly memorable riffs tnt 
the whole joyously savage 
experience becomes akin to 
being pulverised by a runaway 
souped-up bulldozer. The 
biggest joy of all is that 
Dyscarnate clearly prize song- 
writing over showboating; these 
are sublimely crafted slabs of 
prime modern death, at times 
redolent of Cannibal Corpse at 
their incisive best, that deserve 
to reach an audience far beyond 
the myopic provincialism of the 
metal underground. 
з БЕ 
DOM LAWSON 
А 


Alcest: blissed out 
of their minds 


LES VOYAGES 
DE VAME 


| PROPHECY PRODUC 


ANGELS OF DARKNESS, 
DEMONS OF LIGHT IT 
| SOUTHERN LORD | 


IONS | 


Elegine wayfarers sean the 
spectrum of the spect 


т, es Voyages De L'Âme, 
A key to understanding David 


or "The Journeys ОҒ 
The Sout to the 
non-French speakers out 


Lynch can be seen on the scene 
from Twin Peaks set in the Pink 


Conformity relive 


Corrosion Of 
Conformity 
CORROSION OF 
CONFORMITY 


t was six long years ago that 
Г“ Of Conformity 
released their last album, 
In The Arms Of God, and having 
waited for vocalist/rhythm 
guitarist Pepper Keenan to find 
enough time between Down tours 
to record a new one, the rest of 
the band eventually decided to continue without him. 
Not that this should come as any great surprise: since 
their inception as a hardcore band in 1982 in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, COC have changed their lineup more 
times than most bands change their underpants, and 
naturally their sound has evalved with each change. 
Thirty years on, they have finally come full circle. 
Recorded at Dave Grohl's LA studio by the original 
three-piece lineup of Woody Weatherman, Mike Dean 
and Reed Mullin that made Animosity in 1985, 
Corrosion Of Conformity really feels like a full 
evolution, a culmination of three decades of rock. 
Naturally it’s laced with the trademark politics that 
have been with them since the punk days, (‘While rats 
get fat good soldiers die’, protests Your Tomorrow), 
but its the completeness of the record that is truly 
remarkable. There's the shadow of punk, but now 
they can play impeccably well, there's the heaviness, 
but they're not trying to be Metallica; there's Sabbath + 
and Bad Brains and Voivod and Mastodon, but still 
it is, and could be, no one else but Corrosion Of 
Conformity. And for once a legendary band live up 
to the legend, songs like the bulldozing Leeches 
ensuring that you won't just be wading through the 
new stuff, but anticipating it. Ironically, while they 
were making the album, Pepper became 
available, but by that point COC felt they 


had a point to prove. Job done. 
MĠRAT 
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O' HELL, SHINE IN 
THY WITHERED 
SEPULCHRES 


| SELEMADEGOD | 


om direct fro 


Whoa! Do they still do 16rpm? 
For the benefit of younger 
readers, 16rpm was a speed 
setting that featured on many 
vinyl record players from the 
505, 605 and 70s. It was never 
роршаг at the time and 
essentially existed so that 80s 
metalheads could play their 
33rpm Venom LPs super-slow. 
and thus super-fucking-heavy. 
The trick also worked extremely 
well with albums by Slayer and. 
several others. California-based 
Encoffination come across like 
just such a slow-motion reverse 
toilet flush in a darkened echo 
chamber and 0” Hell, Shine In 
Thy Withered Sepulchres - the 
US duo's second outing - isthe 
sound of the end of, well, just 
about everything for, oh, at least 
half an hour. Just to clarify, this 
is generally a good thing. It's 
called funeral doom, and giren 
quitarist/bassist/vocalist. 
Ghozt's first-hand experience 
in the funeral industry (casual 
morgue work, presumably), you 
can count the dudes as well. 
qualified to deliver ditties such 
as Crypt Of His Communal 
Devourment or Annunciation Of 
The Viscera on one 
suppurating hand, 
GREG MOFFITT 


IN NOMINE ODIUM 
| DEBEMUR MORTI | 
Atmospheric French dud 


The last decade has seen France 
cementing its reputation as 

one of black metal's premier 
territories, and while Haemoth 
the band will bea new name to 
many, Haemoth himself ~ who 
handles everything here apart 
from drums — may well have. 
been encountered previously 
thanks to his work in the 
forward-thinking Spëktr. In 
Nomine Odium touches upon the 
experimentation fourd in that 
outfit thanks to the haunting 


ambient passages that punctuate 
each song on the album, while 
the metal parts make for a raw 
and filthy experience largely 
dominated by buzzsaw guitars, 
caustic vocal work and a 
combination of blastbeats and 
thunderous, apocalyptic 
percussion. Foreboding and 
confrontational, theirs is а 
sound very clearly third 
generational in nature, closer to 
the claustrophobic malevolence 


dub in its dubstep, but most of 
the tracks align themselves with 
the stridency of the source. 
material rather than its more 
off-kilter aspects, leading to too 
many unimaginative, glo-stick 
raisers. The more downtempo 
tracks toy better with the 
formula, but the truly 
compelling tracks are on the 
download, the likes of Asche, 
Chrysalid and Syivgheist 
Maelstrom deconstructing and 


of, say, compatriots Antaeus or experimenting to 
Finland's Behexen than anything mind-opening effect, 
from the old guard. And while JONATHAN SELZER 


thats not to say that anything 
here is particularly ground- 
breaking, there is certainly 
enough character and sincerity 
here to lift it well 
above average. 
DAYAL PATTERSON 


FOR HIS SATANIC 
MAJESTY'S GLORY 
| WRAITH PRODUCTIONS | 
B 


se filthine 


Rooted deep in the US black 
metal scene, this Indiana-based 
duo have been members of over 
a dozen bands, and are no 
slackers. This debut full-length 
is their sixth release in two 
years. So how, exactly, do they 
celebrate every metal fan's 
favourite bogeyman? The answer, 
of course, is with filth, and lots 
of it, with great big helpings 
of dirty, scuzzed-up Celite 
Frost-esque callops, fuzzed- 
out Winter-like doom riffs and 
scummy grooves that mixes 
old-school black metal, early 
death metal and the smelliest 
of crusty punk bands. Tak of 
melody might seem a little odd 
but hidden beneath the stench 
are some mighty fine hooks. 
That said, you'd need your 
tetanus shots just to be on the 
safe side. Whilst lo-fi outpouring 
is clearly the order of the day, 
the execution is powerful and 
Ptahil haven't traded in visceral 
ponch for Satanic necro points. 
Ifyou like your ritual blood 
mixed with a little cider then For 
His Satanic Majesty's Glory is the 
album for you, 
ALASTAIR 
RIDDELL 


Morbid Angel 


ILLUD DIVINUM 


Much like Margaret Thatcher's 
assertion that the ne'er-do-wells. 
rioting during her reign were 
simply in need of more Tory 
policies, so Morbid Angel have 
decided to placate the Illud 
Divinium Insarus haters by 
releasing three hours’ worth of 
remixes, split across two discs 
and a special download if you 
get the limited first pressing. 
Needless to say, this is going to 
appeal more to cybergoths than 
metalheads but the problem with 
«The Remixes isn't the concept, 
it’s that so few of the recruited 
knob-twiddlers have taken up 
the challenge of the original 
album, and used electronics to 
exploit the otherworldly oddness 
at the Floridians’ heart. 
Laibach's synapse-jarring 
pulse-gun take on 1 Am Morbid 
isa fine start, Cevin Key and 
Hiwatt Marchall's squelching of 
Ommidead at least puts a trace of 
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Putnam's Fatal flo 


Resurvections 


389 Records have revived ЧИН | 
} both a long-lost recording 3 | | 4 
zu 


and format, reissuing 
RINGWORM's 1999 demo, Madness 
Of War [7], on seven-inch flexi 
À disc and limited it to 250 copies. 
: Hear that? It's the sound of pre- 
At The Gates-influenced bruising 
metalcore opening the door to 
collector nerd heaven! The folks 
at Grindcore Karaoke give us the 
not-so-grindcore Nadir EP [8] by 
р nomadic duo JUCIFER. Originally 
recorded in 1994 on a shitty 
cassette deck, Лайс spacious 
doom/sludge/pop has been 
remastered for vinyl by Scott Hull 
(Pig Destroyer, Agoraphobic 
Nosebleed) and packaged with 
interesting personal reminisces. 
ANAL CUNT's The Old Testament [5] 
compiles such gems as 47 Song Demo, 5,643 Song ЕР 
and 88 Song EP from the late Seth Putnam and co's 
infamous early years. As you might imagine, it's 
mostly unlistenable noise though excellent for 
putting on in order to annoy those who cringe at 
| the ‘brutal heaviness’ of Megadeth and Children Of 
Bodom. Hardcore legends COALESCE offer the second 
reissue of their 1997 classic, Give Them Rope [8] 
(Relapse), compiling the original release and artwork 
with 20017 re-engineered Give Them Rope She Said 
v2.0 [8] on two discs. ...Rope remains Coalesce’s 
most brutal assault and now you can double the fun. 
Earache's third-time reissue of MASSACRE'S 1991 
classic, From Beyond [7] includes bonus tracks from 
К the original vinyl release and 1992's Inhuman 
К Condition ЕР and comes in a digipack with expanded 
art and a big-ass poster. And finally, Alternative 
Tentacles has issued VOIVOD's original demos in the 
form of To The Death '84 [9]. Featuring old photos 
and some flimsy liner notes, what's amazing is both 
how good this sounds considering the material was 
H pulled off 28-vear-old cassettes, and just how ahead 
of their time songs like Condemned To The Gallows and 
Voivod were and remain. Also notable аге the raw and 
pimply Venom and Mercyfül Fate covers. Awesome! 
CONTE GORDON 
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mat 


二 -一 


| Sear Bliss 


ETERNAL 
RECURRENCE 

| CANDLELIGHT | 

Blackened pompadours 

It hasn't always been entirely 
apparent in the past whether 
Sear Bliss are genuine eccentrics 
or merely shrewd blenders of 
other people's ideas, but Eternal 
Recurrence injects the former 
verdict with a great deal of new 
credibility. While past albums 
have focused on epic black metal 
replete with squalling horns and 
a healthy dose of theatrical 
pomp, the Hungarians’ new 
material hits the weird switch 
from the very start, welding 
warped riffing, stately tempos 
and, yes, more parping brass to 
a simmering undercurrent of 
madness. Discemible shades of 
both Sigh and Virus permeate 
certain parts of the songs, but 
the curveballs come so thick and 
fast that longtime admirers may 
find themselves checking the CD 
credits to confirm that this is the 
same band that made Forsaken 
Symphony a decade ago. Hitting 
a peak of peculiarity and 
fiendish cauldron-stirring on 
grandiose closer Entering The 
Seventh Gate, Sear Bliss have 
either had their drinks spiked 
with a massive dose of DMT or 
they have simply discovered 
their true raison d'être: to be 
powerful, fascinating and highly 
original. Either way, 
it's a result. 

DOM LAWSON 


a 
Swallow 
The Sun 


EMERALD FOREST 
AND THE BLACKBIRD 
| SPINEFARM | 
Finland's doom beroe 
strike nloomy gold. 
From the opening seconds of 
their glorious debut album The 
Morning Ever Came onwards, 
there has always been something 
special about Svallow The Sun. 
By the time they arrived at 
, 20095 fulsomely progay New 
‘Moon, the Finns were flying 
creatively and exhibiting 
audacious expansion into 


musical areas and atmospheres 
that their ghostly doom metal 
formula had only previously 
hinted at. On their fifth album, 
the band have pushed even 
further, as the opening title 
track’s shadowy detours and 
subtly convoluted changes of 
pace and mood show over 10 
thrillingly dramatic minutes. 
Following that with This Cut Is 
The Deepest, by far the gentlest 
and most elegant song the band 
have released to date, is a 
masterstroke. Firmly in the 
wistful, melancholic territory 
inhabited by Katatonia, its 
beauty is only equalled by its 
dynamic impact. By the time 
Hate, Lead The Way tears down 
the walls of familiarity with 
scything waves of black metal 
vitriol, any and all expectations 
have been surpassed. The rest of. 
the album keeps the surprises 
and dark joys coming thick and 
fast. Sadness never 
sounded so good. 
DOM LAWSON 


Tenhi 


SAIVO 
| PROPHECY PRODUCTIONS | 
A distilled and devastating 


ite of passage 
Finnish neo-folk legends Tenhi's 
sublime new opus, Saivo, is only 
their fifth full-length in a 15- 
year career Whilst this may seem 
an incredibly long inception 
time considering how minimalist 
Teribi's work can be, the sheer 
thought and beautiful nuances 
found within only go to prove 
just how important taking your 
time can be. Dark and 
melancholic, Saivo is wrought 
using the most simple of 
instrumentation: delicate guitar, 
gorgeous piano touches and 
string flourishes, sorrow-filed 
vocals from Tyko Saarikko and 
the occasional percussion. Deep 
and wistful, Tyko's voice sits 
with the concept of the album 
asa whole - that in Finnish lore 
Saivo is a realm of the dead, а 


Inspirations x 
From Beyond 


“Place in which those who have. 
Passed can continue their lives 
with friends and family. Majestic 
choral arrangements fill Sateen 
Soutu, sitting alongside stately 
string compositions and 
complementing the more darkly 
ambient sounds found on final 
track, Siniset Runot, It's a 
mournful proposition and an 
introspective album rich in 
brooding laments. A perfect 
soundtrack to a journey into the 
otherworldly domains 
of the departed, 
CHERYL CARTER 


ULVER 


Ulver 


‘THE NORWEGIAN 


NATIONAL OPERA 
| KSCOPE MUSIC | 
Stage-dhy Norwegians let it 
all hang out 


Recorded in July 2010 at the 
suitably grand setting ofthe Oslo 
Opera House, Ulver's new DVD 
represents the culmination of 
their first year as a full-on live 
act. Self-confessed former 
‘animals in hiding’, the band. 
may have taken 16 years to step 
out of the studio and onto the 
stage, but this stunning 
collection proves that it was 
more than worth the wait. Ап 
arresting audio and visual 
experience, Ulver's ever-evolving 
soundscapes (which can 
incorporate everything from prog 
to folk to dark ambient and 
more) effortlessly many up with 
the macabre images that flicker 
and flash during the perform- 
ance and the polite applause 
from the seated audience 
between tracks peppers the show 
perfectly. Old footage of Bettie 
Page mixed with wartime 
newsreels really fleshes out the 
likes of For The Love Of God and. 
In The Red and help make this 
live DVD much more than ап 
advertisement for their pristine 
musicianship and it's essential 
viewing for both old 
and new fans alike, 
EDWIN McFEE 


MUSIC THAT 
INSPIRES OUR 
METAL HEROES 


Naked City 


L 


С TCH'E 


TOY'S FACTORY, 1992. 


John Zom 


nted Len: 


eling of 
this sound torture 
bilities of 
e unlimited. 


STAN 
SMITH 


THE OLD ANGEL, NOTTINGHAM 
2ND MARCH 


THE OLD BELL, DERBY Saturday 1715 March - Doors 18.00 
Firsthand 1820 - Tickets £15. O0abvane 
3RD MARCH X ; 
20-22 Babb Corner, 
bets: 0544 S47 1678 
WWW.STANSMITHJSY.COM ШІ u 


SERIOUS BEAK: Australian psychedelic, 
progressive, polyrhythmic discordant metal. 


SERIOUS BEAK 


< к, 
“Like The Dillinger Escape Plan and Mastodon ‘a " 
Е (Dark) 


in an epic death cage match with Meshuggah and Wess Descent: ый 
Napalm Death. " - Loud Magazine = 


DARKDESCENTRECORDS.COM CODE y 
Listen to Serious Beak at www.artascatharsis. bandcamp.com 2%) 
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ith his beard, buckled puritan black hat : 


and саре, Matthew Hopkinsis one of 
British history's favourite villains. 

Inevitably, with its insatiable appetite for 

the gruesome, unwholesome and unholy, 


heavy metal has picked up on this self-styled : 
1 horror movie Witchfinder General I rather 
} than any history book. 


17th-century Witchfinder General as suitable 
material for lyrical inspiration. In 1979 
a Midlands-based quartet took his title as 
their moniker, the band Witchfinder General 
establishing themselves as forefathers of 
the doom metal movement. They in turn 
inspired the next generation of ominous 
metal merchants, not least Cathedral, who 
formed in 1989 and released their own 
lyrical tribute to the historical figure seven 
years later. 

Other bands that have invoked the spirit 
of the infamous English witch-hunter 
include Brazil's Virus and Brit stalwarts 
Saxon. The first musical tribute to Hopkins, 
however, came courtesy of disco king Carl 
Douglas, who stormed the charts with his 
single Kung Fu Fighting in 1974. The 
accompanying album, Kung Fu Fighting And 


Witchfinder 
General 


final film directed by Michael 
Reeves before a tragic overdo: 


this was widely condemned for 
its vicious nihilism upon release, 
but hailed by a few astute critics 
who recognised that a horror 
film should be horrible... 


se 


WORDS: GAVIN BADDELEY 


Other Great Love Songs, also featured Carl's 
funky take on Hopkins: ‘Says he's got a 
thing about burning witches/0oh, some of 
these were mighty fine bitches.’ In common 
with the other musical ‘witchfinders’, it 
seems Carl's inspiration came from the 


Starring Vincent Price as Hopkins, the 
1968 film shocked audiences with its brutal 
scenes of tortured female flesh. It was also 
a box office hit, inspiring numerous other 


; filmmakers to set movies during the dark 
2 days of the European witch-hunts, of which 
i Germany's notorious Mark 0f The Devil (1970) 


was perhaps the most cynically savage and 
successful (it was this, rather than 
Witchfinder General, which inspired the 


Electric Wizard track J, The Witchfinder). 


Witchfinder General departs from historical 


1 fact in numerous respects. For example, 
2 witches were almost never burnt in England, 


but hanged, Torture was also technically 
illegal, so Hopkins had to resort to brutal 


i forms of ‘questioning’ in order to solicit 


Most critics focused on 
condemning the topless ‘wit 
on the cover rather than the 
music, but Witchfinder General 
have since picked up influential 
fans, such as Metallica, for 
their bleak, sinister sound. 


: confessions, such as ‘pricking’ with needles 
Í to find a devil's mark’. Witch-hunting was 


less virulent and widespread in England 
than most of Europe, which is why Hopkins 
remains so notorious, despite only being 
active for just over a year (1644-6). During 
this period, it's most likely he executed as 
fewas 100 ‘witches’ = a large proportion of 
the thousand or so hanged in England 


1 throughout the era — but modest compared 
i tothe thousands burnt elsewhere. 


Stubborn myth supposes that Hopkins 
was himself executed as a witch, though in 
truth he died of disease in his bed shortly 
after retiring as Witchfinder. Today, many 
prefer to imagine that he was motivated by 
greed. But Hopkins appears to have been 
sincerely pious and insisted he regarded 
exterminating witches as a religious duty. 
Certainly, the Bible commands the faithful 
to kill witches, while religious authorities 
in Africa and the Middle East continue to 
execute unfortunates for witchcraft to 

this day. What motivates these modern. 


i witehfinders beyond religious belief...? 


Cathedral: 
Hopkins 


ly no longer with us, 
Cathedral flew the flag for Brit 
doom for over two decades 

— never more effectively than 
with this groovy dirge 
dedicated to everyone's 
favourite witch-hunter. 
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PROMOTION 


FREE WEEKS! 


LAMB OF GOD. 
1 GHOST WALKING » 


= FOR METAL? 


THEN GET YOUR TWO-WEEK FREE TRIAL 
WITH METAL НАММЕН 5 HEAVY LIST 
THE BEST WAY TO HEAR THE LATEST 

AND GREATEST SONGS HANDPICKED BY 

THE STAFF THAT BRING YOU THE MAG. 
THE HEAVY LIST MOBILE APP FOR 
ANDROID AND BLACKBERRY. 


For £5 you get unlimited listens of our Top 40 
tracks, Hammer's hottest metal news, and if 
you want to keep the music it's there to buy. 
To download go to www.metalhammer.co.uk 


The Heavy List App delivers the Hammer-selected Тор 40 every week: the 
best new, classic and exclusive music from your favourite bands! From 
While She Sleeps to Nachtmystium, the Heavy List is the sound of the 

mag in the palm of your hand. 


To download the app, go to www.metalhammer.co.uk or search Metal 
Hammer in Android Market or Blackberry App World. 


Blood Cero 
O'Brien flaun 


mony's Alia 
nts her flute 


Ghost: the dawn of 
anew clerical era? 


Ancient Wisdom a 


eye 


Ghost — 


BLOOD CEREMONY/ 
ANCIENT VVISDOM 


BOWERY BALLROOM, NEW YORK 
Satanic pastors conquer new pastures 


Catholic ritual and delivering a Black Sabbath. 

tantalising set of neo-traditional metal But GHOST [9] are 
asa sales pitch for Satan: really, what's not to clearly the main draw. 
like about Ghost? Nothing, it seems, given the Something is happening 
crush of fans pushing their way into the sold-out beyond the buzz of high-profile 
confines of their Bowery Ballroom return to New endorsements from James Hetfield and Phil 
York City for the first night of their 13 Dates Of Anselmo. Tonight is just their third ever US gig, 
Doom tour. Openers ANCIENT WISDOM [7], but the secret sect is already beloved. There's 
whose lineup looks like an unholy portrait of Led по prompting needed to throw the horns and 
Zeppelin's onstage acousticinterludes, are the or sing along to the unholy first stanza of Con 
least conventional band of the three. Musically Clavi Con Dio. The message of their infernal 
more coarse than the rest of the bill, built on lyrics might be taken a bit tongue-in-cheek by 


[ Q 
1 Ре 1/2/7774 18 singer Nathan Opposition's percussion, their the turnout at large here in New York, but the 


occult rites are tribal compared to the grandiose ominous theatricality sure is fun. Papa Emeritus 


style of headliners Ghost, but there's a charm uses ceremonial gestures to great effect as 
transformed to the musical discord, an almost medieval captivating stagecraft, and the nameless ghouls 
ambience thats ultimately endearing by the end ^ area well-rehearsed band blessed with great 
of their set. Main support BLOOD CEREMONY [7] tonein a room with ideal acoustics. It doesn't 


a 
into a sensnal offer a more direct link to classic metal, sounding hurt that the music is broadly accessible, 


Ml at times like Judas Priest circa The Ripperand the — somewhere between NWOBHM, King Diamond 
na S ғ first Rush album. There's even а slight throwback апа vintage Uriah Неер. Short sets bulk together 
U atanic i prog in singer Alia O'Brien's keyboards and to make an ample, well-paced show. The fun 


fluting. Her voice occasionally does drop its quotient may outweigh any genuine doom 
ХУ АД bonbast less stumbling then exuberance ofthe Я happening here, but given the overall response, 
moment, but Sean Kennedy and Lukas Gadke that's forgivable — and maybe intentional, given 


C like foreboding clergy, exploiting | interaction of early 705 


are robust enough players to maintain the pace — Ghost's devilishly Clever recruiting campaign. 


the soul with a distinct nod toward the instrumental ROGER LOTRING 


& that would send a shi 
* Cthulhu himself. 


Moss — 


SUNDAY MOURNING/ 
THRONE 

TITE BLACK HEART; САМ! 
Tonight's t у billing of doom 
torpor - after Wolfbagging have 
gone so far as to not actually таке 
Ё it- has pulled a sizeabl 


the latest den of iniquity in Camden's 


metal venue map, few of whom are 
getting much sa 
openers THRONE [4]. Showing as 
much originality in their musi 
their choice of moniker, the 
far more concerned with aping 
numerous heroes than generating 
any emotional weight themselves. 
Back down to a two-piece, SUNDAY 
MOURNING [8] are now a 
(relatively) more agile beast, their 
combination of doleful drumwork 
and drawn-out strum building in 
intensity until they turn into 
aledictory charges 
of Love Of Life-era Swa 
of grace! 
jastation. MOSS's [8] reputation 
nyielding, 
о doom's 
astelands 


ion from 


occult-clogged guide: 
charred and d. 


ject, soul-goug 
r through 


JONATHAN SELZER 


Winterfest 
' 2011 "f 


GARAGE, LONDON 


5] 
technical death metal 
should be thrilling, but tonight 
they're clearly having an off night 
and it falls a little flat. BASEMENT 
TORTURE KILLINGS' [7] stage setup 


sa 


c, black metal 
WINTERFVLLETH (9) are 
glorious tive act, and 
tonight is no exception. Their 
dynamic brand of black metal is 
intense and consuming, captivating 
the crowd as they burst into. 
charges. Throwing in 
older tracks and even an incredible. 
cover of Hate Forest's The Gates to 
give this a real sen: 
Winterfylleth are aiming for black 
metals upper echelo 
CHERYL CARTER 


of occasion, 


Graveyard 


RADIO MOSCOW 


Retro rock ain't just for hipsters, ya dig? 


hen Graveyard's richly rasping frontman 
Jonas Nilsson cries, ‘Oh, Lucifer, please 
take my hand!” as the Swedish foursome 


wrap up their pre-encore set in NYC with the title track 
from last year’s excellent Hisingen Blues, you can 
imagine the Devil himself nodding in approval. For 
the crowd, both of tonight's sets would easily fit into 
rock'n'roll revivalist hyperbole, but a hipster tight- 
pants-a-thon is what itis. Still, one could pretend to. 
be somewhere, anywhere else as RADIO MOSCOW's [7] 
newly revamped rhythm section follows guitarist/ 
vocalist Parker Griggs down the Delta blues path cut 
by his swampy soloing. No one throws anything, 
which if you've seen the recent YouTube clip wherein 
two thirds of the band quit and it gets violent, you 
know it's an improvement. GRAVEYARD [8] don't jam 
as much as Radio Moscow, but still have a plenty-loose 
feel through their set, which starts with Blue Soul 
from the 2007 self-titled debut and include Hisingen 
Blues highlights Ungrateful Are The Dead and Ain't Fit 
To Live Here. The place goes off, the sweaty carnage 
proving proportionate to the grooves Graveyard lay 
down. And there are plenty. The really dangerous 
part is they clearly haven't peaked yet. This тау be 
the shape of heaw rock gone by, but damn if it. 
doesn't feel like the future. 

27 KOCZAN 


THE ROTTED/DRIPBACK 


Well-travelled grindsters bit home 


'eadbangers seeking a dose of grindcore as 
H: Xmas antidote head to the Underworld 

for veteran supergroup Lock-Up, supported 
by the excellent London bruisers DRIPBACK [8] and 
death metal monsters THE ROTTED [7]. The former 
deliver eight powerful songs to the crowd, with an 
amusing moment when bassist Adam Sagir breaks his 
strap and is obliged to play it at bow-tie height after 
it's fixed. The Rotted's 12-song set can't be faulted 
either and frontman Ben McCrow even hands bottles of 
Jágerto the crowd. The years of experience on the 
LOCK-UP [9] members' collective CVs (they've been in 
Napalm Death, Dimmu Borgir and At The Gates among 
many others) are obvious from the first song. Singer 
Tomas Lindberg is on charismatic, bug-eved form and 
bassist Shane Embury roams around the stage along- 
side guitarist Anton Reisenegger like a musician half 
his age. But the songs revolve around drummer Nick 
Barker, whose insanely fast blastbeats make Lock-Up’s 
set a relentless experience - even though he's 
recovering from pneumonia. From the opening 
Pleasures Pave Sewers via the classic Triple Six Suck 
Angels and Violent Reprisal, to the two Terrorizer 
covers in honour of late guitarist Jesse Pintado, Lock- 
Up are a force of nature, and a welcome annihilation 


of the senses at the cheesiest time of the year. 
JOEL MCIVER 


CONFESSIONS p 


р 
1 MEET THE ERSTWHILE FRONTMAN OF VAN HALEN, MONTROSE, AND NOW кезу < ap J 


CHICKENF00T: А LIVING LEGEND WITH А TASTE FOR TEQUILA. 
nep Basa qi t | 


WHAT'S THE FASTEST YOU'VE DRIVEN? 
“That was 180mph in а Ferrari I owned. 
That's flat out. It was like a plane taking 
offand the sound is just brutal. This was on 
Highway 1 in California; I was going about 
80 anyway and I looked 
around me and it was 
hought, 


WHAT'S YOUR BIGGEST IMPULSE-BUY? 
“Thought a house in Hawaii. I went to 
spend two months in Maui and 
Tloved it. We were on the 
way to the airport. 
home and I had, like, 

35 minutes and I went to 
look at this house and went, 
‘Fuck it, TL take t: Tt was g 
\ $2.2 million." 

š $ ISTHATALL? 

“Ha! also buy cars constanti 
I see а car for sale and l'l just buy it, done. 


Myaccountants go, 'Are you fucking crazy, 
do you need another car?” 


WHAT'S THE STRANGEST THING A FAN 
НАЗ ASKED 0F YOU? 

41 have had so many fans, couples, guys 
offering me his old lady, right in front of her, 
saying, ‘Dude, do you want to fuck my wife?” 
couldn't do that, it's so fucking weird 

and it’s happened so many times. It's such 

a strange request.” 


WHAT'S THE STRANGEST OUTFIT YOU'VE 
NN ONSTAGE? 
"Not so much weird, but odd. I was 
шын this guy Dave Mason and I had 
these bell-bottom pants, red, and this top 
with big, long sleeves - this is 1976, 
remember, and it was hippy-looking shit, 
flowing and baggy, but cool - and I wore 
it that night. And I finished and came 
out to watch Dave headline and he was 
wearing the exact same outfit!" 


WAS THAT ON PURPOSE? 
"He hadn't watched any of my set, 
so he had no idea that I had worn 
thesame thing on stage an hour 
before! People must havetthoughe: 
we'd swapped outfits imgħal 


"I HAVE HAD SO MANY 
GUYS OFFERING ME THEIR 
OLD LADIES, SAYING, 
'DUDE, DO YOU WANT TO 
FUCK MY WIFE?'" 


interval. I bet Dave watched the opening 
act from then on in..." 


CAN YOU DANCE? 
“Yeah, I just bust out, I get out there and 
freeform. Probably some 70s soul music, 
Motown, or some James Brown, and 
T'mthere.” 


WHEN WERE YOU LAST NAKED OUTDOORS? 
ТІГЕ time, "m naked ell T can be. Teven 


соок ла ec, I've he 3 Kot grease nop out 


and hit my dick before 
now. Frying bacon 
naked in the morning 
burnt my dick.” 


“In London at the old 
Rainbow theatre back in 
the 70s. I was in Montrose at the time. We 
played one night. The next night was Doobie 
Brothers and we came to watch them and 
Rod Stewart comes in with Britt Ekland on 
his arm. He was the most charismatic human 
being. I was standing on the side of the 
stage, and I was a huge fan, and I just went, 
"Oh fuck, my dick just shrank.’ 1 felt like 
such a little nothing standing next to him. " 


ANY PHOBIAS OR IRRATIONAL FEARS? 
"I don't like to stand on a high cliff and the 
other thing is deep sea water, I don't go 
diving, Ipanic under there. Sometimes in 
aeroplanes, even though I'm in them all the 
time, if I really get up high, I look out the 
window and think what I'm really doing: 
flying in a coffin, especially mid-Atlantic 
or mid-Pacific.” 


HOW WILD DOES YOUR CABO WABO CLUB 
ACTUALLY GET? 
"I remember Lars Ulrich was there with Jerry 
Cantrell, Matt Sorum and Stephen Stills. Stills 
instigated it, I think; he had some 
heavy-duty coke with him. I 
Y managed one night. Lars says he 
saw the sun come up three times 
and that wasit for him. He said 
Stills took them down - all these 
young bucks and they couldn't 
keep up with him." 


WHERE'S YOUR. 
HAPPIEST PLACE 
INTHE WORLD? 
“Maui and Cabo. In 
Mexico I have more 
| fun, in Maui I get 
more relaxed." 
PHIL WILDING 
(SE ee HD, 
CHICKENFOOT'S III IS OUT NOW. 


‘CABO WABO TEQUILA IS AVAILABLE 
FROM ALL FINE PIRATE LAIRS 
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HIGH GAIN, HIGH OUTPUT 


2 IDUR LAI 
BLAZING HOT LEADS 
ORANGE 


EDGE 


CRYSTAL CLEAR CLEANS 


